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My Lord, 

May I be permitted to dedicate these simple 
pages to you? I do so that I labom^ed for a 
cause in which you have taken a most active and 
practical interest; moreover, with the full convic- 
tion that, high as your position, the great zeal and 
ability with which you have brought the energies 
of an endowed mind to bear on all things tending 
to the advancement of Industry and Art will raise 
you still higher in the estimation of the people of 
England and the World. 

I have the honour to be. 

Your faithfiil servant, 

Herbert Byng Hall. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

^' Labor ipse voluptasy 

The title of this volume may lead many to suppose 
that it treats solely of matters connected with the 
Great Industrial Exhibition, the recent inaugura- 
tion of which, by our gracious Sovereign, being the 
advent of just admiration which the voice of the 
nation has since awarded it. Such, however, is by 
no means the case. 

Having had the honour to be selected by ^ the 
Soyal Commission to act as their representative 
for some of the Western Counties of England, to 
explain as far as might be in its early stages this 
vast and noble subject, as also to form committees 
and select honorary secretaries, and being an ar- 
dent lover of Nature, more particularly as regards 
the beauties of my native land, I took brief notes 
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VI. INTRODUCTION. 

of all I saw and all that gave me pleasurable in- 
terest by the way-side, adding slight rough sketches 
of those spots which more particularly delighted 
me. And thus holding, as I ever have, the opinion 
that even the mere memoranda of any man who 
travels, either at home or abroad, may contain 
some information and some interest, — ^the more so 
" when those travels were taken with the endeavour 
to fight the battle of industry and prove the dig- 
nity of labour, — ^I would hope these pages may 
not prove void of amusement to those capable of 
justly estimating the land we live in. 

I would apol(^ise to many who have most kindly 
expressed their intention of purchasing this worik, 
inasmuch as I have been induced fix)m circumstances 
over which I had no control, as fix)m some imavpid- 
able delays, to reduce to one volume that which I 
had promised them in two ; and my only hope is 
they will not exclaim, *^ Truly one is enough.'' 

The district allotted to me, as representing the 
Royal Commission appcrinted by Her Majesty to 
promote the interests of the Exhibition of 1851, 
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included the counties of Somerset and Wilts, a 
portion of Dorsetshire and Devon. In the per- 
formance of those duties, I held public meetings, 
formed local committees, and selected local hono- 
rary secretaries, at the following towns : — 

Bridgwater ; Poole ; 

Bath ; Sidmouth ; 

Crewkeme ; Salisbiuy ; 

Dartmouth ; Taunton ; 

Devizes ; Totnes ; 

Exeter; Wells; 

Frome ; Wareham ; 

Glastonbury ; Wellington ; 

Marlborough ; Yeovil. 

Malmesbury ; 
I also visited Chippenham, Torquay, Warmin- 
ster, and others, on a subject now so universally 
applauded ; then to many one of positive objection 
and dislike. Never shall I regret, however, not- 
withstanding some difficulties, that I laboured in a 
cause which I trust, under God, may prove bene- 
ficial to mankind. 
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Throughout my district, which may be termed 
almost entirely agricultural, there were only two 
towns of any importance where meetings were not 
held — the one Torquay, the other Chippenham. At 
the former, with a chief magistrate anxious him- 
self to promote the interests of the Exhibition, and 
boasting of one of the finest marble quarries in the 
world, it has ever been a source of astonishment 
that the subject should have been rejected ; whereas 
I can fiilly account, for cheese and com being the 
only acceptable exhibition at Chippenham. 

To one and all who aided me in my duties and 
tendered me hospitalities, I avail myself of this 
opportunity to assure them of my gratitude. 
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CHAPTER I. 



'''Wliat do jou prc^pose for tbs summer) fii^Md 
/t^ Clifford? Are yon off^ as ustud when the London 
season closes, fer Swifzerknd or Italy, Frunce^ Hot 
knd, Ctermaiiy, or Bussiat— ^fcMr well I know ytnir 
haUts. Certain as the awalbw yon ndgxfeite w^en 
white bait ceases ta be the joy <tf ^o»rmaiu& / thiit 
18^ when Ministers have discussed their annmal feas^ 
and groosQ. no longer penaitted to five in peace, taker 
wing from their perfumed heather resting<-placea at 
the soand o£ the sportsman's feotxtep^ 'Tis then yoa 
also stretch ferth yoor golden«pfauned pinions and fty,, 
SB But as the mighty power of steam or &ur post*- 
horses will enable yon, to the uttermost part of the 
earth, so that earth be not glorified by the name of 
Old England,— it nutteseth little whithen" 
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2 THE WEST OF ENGLAND 

'^ You are perfectly correct in your remarks, Lin- 
ton, — ^perfectly so. Englishmen imbibe, I fancy, a 
spirit of restlessness from their birth. Emancipated 
from the cradle, they desire to wander; and as young 
ducks hatched under the tender care of a hen, no 
sooner have they power than they go forth into the 
stream of life. Such is the nature of islanders. 
Freed from nursery thraldom, they desire to see the 
world. The very fact of our being cut off from the 
Continent of Europe by a wide salt water brook, 
ofttimes all but impassable, adds to our anxious 
wish to make the attempt, that we may peep into 
the secrets of our Continental neighbours. And 
I by no means find fault with this rambling 
propensity, Linton. There is much to see, still 
more to learn, beyond the white cliffs of ^perfide 
Alhum^ than yon or I wot of. There are skies of 
cobalt blue, and suns of golden hue, and harvest 
moons bright and refidgent, and mountains of 
grand outline with snow-capped summits even in 
Midsummer time, and vast rich plains, and proud 
cities, and gilded-crested monuments, and all that 
can delight the eye or gratify the senses — ^beautiftil 
to look on, and pleasant as an abiding-place. I 
repeat, 'tis well to journey in foreign lands, though 
beauteous is our own.** 

**And I admit the truth and justice of all you 
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have advanced, Clifford. Permit; me, however, to 
ask you if all and more of the pleasures and 
advantages you have named are not to be found in 
this truly glorious, peaceftd and merry England. 
Yes, yes, indeed, there are cities which delight the 
beholder; mountains, if not so lofiy yet as worthy 
of admiration as the Alps or the Pyrenees ; and 
though comparisons may be odious, I say there 
are mountains in the United Kingdom — ^Ben 
Lomond, for instance, with its unequalled lake 
scenery, our own splendid mountains and lakes of 
Westmoreland and Cumberland — ^that have charms 
and grand outlines, which. I at least love to look on, 
with as much pride and equal interest to those of 
Mont Blanc and Lake Leman or any other moun- 
tain or lake scenery on the wide Continent of 
Europe. My object, however, is not to disparage 
the homes of my neighbours, but to assert that this 
comparatively small track of island land boasting 
(and well it may boast) of the proud name of Eng- 
land possesses Nature's charms, spread here and 
there from North to South, East and West, which 
are allowed to remain ever unsought and totally 
unknown, save to those who dwell amid their 
beauties, while scarce an Eton or a Westminster 
boy but can chatter by the hour of the beauties of 
the eternal Rhine, the glorious palaces of Milan, 
VOL. I. A 2 



4 THE VTEIAT OF ENGLAND 

Naples OF Vienna, the refined society end nnques^ 
tionable goormandising of Paris, or even of a sledge 
party at St. Petersburg. I say, Clifford, in all 
ooortesy to your acknowledged John Bnllism on 
general occasions, that you are notwithstanding 
wanting in a little common sense ; and I am sure, 
when I speak without intentional discourtesy, you 
will agree with me that, were a trifle of that abun- 
dance which is yearly lavished on foreign lacqueys 
and foreign gewgaws, couriers and restaurants, dis* 
tributed throughout such portions of this &ir land, 
our native home, as are worthy and far more worthy 
than any portion of [France at least of being visited, 
much good would accrue, much poverty be relieved, 
in exchange for untold gratification. Would for 
once I could hear that the Great Western Bailway 
had conveyed some hundreds of Bight Honourable 
Pe^rs and some thousands of British Commoners 
to tiie lovely vales of Devon, the luxuriant gar- 
dens of Somerset, Gloucestershire or Herefordshire, 
instead of the Folkestone steamers being laden 
weekly with visitors to that receptacle of knavery, 
Boulogne, or that fish-smelling and dullest of aQ 
dtdl towns, Calais. Would that the Nortii-West^n 
were as overladen with ramblers to the Northern 
lakes when the Autumn time arrives as it is when 
conveying turkeys and geese at Christmas time for 
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mebx^litan fiastiyitifis; that spartsmen should fly to 
tlie hi^blandi of Scotland, there for a few short 
months to enjoy the flbooting of grouse or the 
staUdng of xei deer or the delights of landing a 
fine milnjont I by no means question they partake 
of a delightfiil and healthy recreation in the land 
of oar brotbetrs and dispense their money in the 
United Kingdcmv while we at home share also in 
llieif pleasures^ though gastronomically, by eating 
of their spoils. Neither do I dispute the tastes <£ 
tliose who cross the rough waters of the Irish se% 
to look on the green hills of Erin. Would there 
were many, many more lovers of fine sceneiy, who 
now are wont to seek it yearly in foreign lands, who 
would be induced to visit a few of those lovely 
spots washed by the waters of the Western ocean, 
and leave behind them some score pounds of that 
wealth so lavishly squandered on the Continent t 
Believe me^ rebellion would be less ripe, misery less 
aj^iaUing and gratitude more fi:eely accorded, as 
the name of Englishmen more fully beloved. Yes, 
Clifford, noble as our country's charity, generous 
in nature and boimtifiil when called on to all who 
appeal in want, we scatter at times unadvisably, oft* 
times sinfully and selfishly, to pamper foreign hum- 
bug, enrich foreign art, lighten foreign hearts; while 
talent, equal if not &r superior, lives in the garrets of 
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• 

England, art languishes for want of some little aid or 
support, and beggary and starvation are the lot of 
thousands who well deserve and would be made rich 
even by the odd pence thrown away on Continental 
fooleries. Let me not say too much, however, or 
you win judge me a home-sick enthusiast, or worse, 
a vile calumniator. I will then solely add that 
there are thousands of my countrymen who have 
been in the habit of hastening to the Continent in 
order to economise. Now, save as regards those 
who merely require time to free themselves from 
embarrassments without running the risk and' ruin 
of severe law expenses ad interim, and the still 
more severe heart-achings which they produce, or 
those who have been in the habit of keeping up 
large establishments and who have been propor- 
tionally lavish in their hospitality, I deny that any 
economy is to be enjoyed in foreign lands which 
cannot equally be obtained in many charming spots 
in this &ir country for those who will seek them ; 
and when such have the courage and the honesty 
manfully and truly to economise, they would find 
themselves surrounded with comforts the Continent 
cannot offer them, and the limited means they cir- 
culate would benefit their brothers of the same land. 
Nevertheless, as I have already asserted, Clifford, 
there are imdoubted advantages in foreign lands ; 
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and more — ^no young man who has means at com- 
mand and a position in life to support but should 
add to the catalogue of his education a knowledge 
of foreign countries and foreign languages. Yet, 
seeking these advantages, let him not forget — 
what tens of thousands do forget — the charms of 
this, the land we live in. Go by all means to the 
East or the West, to the North or the South. 
Visit the burning plains of Egypt, or the fix)zen 
rivers of Russia. Go wheresoever pleasure or 
curiosity may lead you. But visit also your native 
land. Then, if your heart feel fidrly and your lips 
speak troly, you will confess that there is ^^no place 
like home." I am about to visit the Western 
counties of " Merrie England." The memory of 
foreign scenes will only enhance your pleasure at 
the pride of beholding native ones. Come with 
me." 

"Well, well, Linton, I admit there is much 
truth in your assertions ; and having myself dis- 
cuasedApotdet aux truffles^ and an unrivalled potage 
in days lang syne at Beauvillier's, whose artist, by 
the bye, out-Soyeed Soy^r and ran a dead heat 
with Oude for the Coulet stakes; drank champaigne 
in the capital of Russia, where it is swallowed by 
hogsheads; actually enjoyed hot tea and butter 
toast with the thermometer at 93 at Palermo, to 
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gratify the taste and feelings of a &I pixrser of a 
fine-af-battle-ahip, who declared th^fe was notf^g 
half so refreshing, even in the Dog Days. In &cty 
having done all and seen aQ thafc most En^dim^if 
have done and have seen on tiie CotitineBl id 
Europe — ^mareover^ not having liie fili^test interest 
in the natioaial tasie of Frenchmen fer triennial 
revolutions la gloire and&aternkatio% I wSt evt^^ 
as yon desire i^ keep n^ head on my liionMers 
and mj crowns in my pocket for tke benefit of my 
feHow-conntrymen. So select your rottte^ padk up 
your recpurements^ and let us start tO' the land ol 
the West, or the land of theNorth^^-^^hith^nsde^?^^ 
you will it ; for the season advances^ and to remam 
in the ca^atal of mighty England in tibese early 
days of Summer, the hottest of the year, esoses me 
to lose somewhat of my good ocNodition^ and with It 
my good temper.** 

^Agreed, then,, let us be off to morrow; to night 
if you are prepared, that we may be waking widi; 
the Son and listen, to the woodland songsters £Kr 
from this m%hty city." 

^^No). no ; not quite so hasty as aQ that« Tomr 
idea is sn£Sciently poetical, but I must remadn one 
more night within haal of Bdgravia; and as for the 
woodland songsters, the sparrows on yon house-top 
must Boffice for ant aocompaniment to the mxmm^s 
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meal ; moreover I have promised to join a 
party to Billingsgate. Percliance yon have been 
tiiere* Fonr courses of the best of fish, and a leg 
of Southdown, for one and sixpence ! The above 
excellencies ratified by a bottle of Claret, at the 
chambers of a Q. C.*' 

^^Be it so. Then to-monrow let ns meet at the 
Paddington station, and I wiU take you to cities 
which cannot be surpassed in beauty of building oi* 
sublimity of situation on the Continent of Europe ; 
rivers that flow towards the wide ocean ; unrivalled 
landscapes, that the eye shall rest on again and 
again .with unwearied and undimished admiration ; 
fields more rich in green pasture and woodlands more 
luxuriant in foliage than God has granted to any 
other nation in the world ; and as I well know you 
are not the man fuUy to enjoy all these beauties of 
Nature without some attention to the gratification 
of the body as well as the mind, though I should 
do you much injustice did I not declare that with 
all your foreign habits you have never yet attained 
to the gastronomic powers either of a Frenchman 
or a Grerman, and as to French women it would 
indeed be a revolution which deprived them of 
their gourmandising glory, — ^nevertheless you shall 
be well provided with salmon fresh and crimped 
fix)m the river Severn, eels from the river Tone, 

B 
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mutton fix>m the delightful downs of Dartmoor, 
lobsters from that lovely Bay called Babbicombe, 
and creamy turbot from the deep blue ocean at 
Torbay. See what is promised you I and this in 
merry England^^the land we live in ! So for the 
present adieu. While you are feasting at Billings- 
gate, your trusty follower will look to your belong- 
ings, and I shall prepare myself for the line of 
march" 
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CHAPTER n. 



The morrow dawned in all the splendour of an 
early day of Summer, and as we rapidly steamed 

^ fer away from the great Babylon all was bright, 

y cheerftd and beautiful. The com, already slightly 

tinged with a golden hue, told of the coining 
harvest, while the ripening fruit hung in dusters 

< on the orchard trees as we glided rapidly onwards, 

mile after mile only more and more unfolding the 
beauties and treasures of a county peculiar to 
England, and as superior to ia BeUe France or 
the flat plains of Holland — ^resorts of Englishmen 
— as is a garden bedecked with the choicest flowers 
to an arid desert. 

"Ah well, this is truly a fine well-cultivated 

> . coimtry," said Clifibrd; "charming I I declare. 

VOL. I. B 2 
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How beautiftdly the river winds through those rich 
woodlands 1 It reminds -me of some place on the 
Continent." 

"That may be, but it is far more beautiM 
nevertheless," I replied. 

"Kyou speak truly, not exactly that; but let 
me recollect — ^where was it? Well, never mind, 
it is really charming." 

Thus onwards we flew. I shall not, however, dwell 
on that portion of <>ut route pasised over while we sat 
most comfortably reclining in a first-class carriage 
of the Great Western Railway. There are thou- 
sands and tens of thousands who have every mile of 
it in their mind's eye, and they might in reason 
declare that such descriptions were somewhat tame, 
should chance cause them to read these pages. 

Our 6rst point of halting (for I had so arranged 
bur travels) was at a small and himible yet pretty 
station named Oorsham. 
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Coivfaani is neverthdess a place of aome im- 
pcwtaace^ and I would observe^ for those un- 
iKxjuainted with its local^ diat it is situated within 
half a mile of that horrid bore known as the Box 
tumely the mausoleum of engineering folly; 
nev^rthelessy a amTindng specimen of the effects of 
money and labour. Corsham, the support of this 
station^ is a. small market town of Wiltshire, whose 
chief aUxaction is its perfect tranquillity and its 
excellent bacon ; its boast, the imoiiediate vicinity 
of the extaisive and finely-wooded park of Lord 
Methnen^ whose noUe mansion, once filled with 
rare and fine paintings, to a sight of which the 
public were fiiedy and kindly admitted, thus at- 
tracting thousands annually from the neighbouring 
cities oi Bath and BiistoL The mansion of late 
yeaas, however, has nndergpne and is in fact now 
nndei^ing extensive additions; and if finished, 
which I trust it may be, it will form another of those 
splendid homes of the English aristocracy with which 
00 other coiantry has ever attempted to coffiQ|>ete, 
And happy <oaght the possesscmt of such homes to 
be who^ residing in tb^n as they ought to do for 
two-thirds of the year, can look forth on theii* broad 
rich acres and wkb-i^reading woodlands, and 
blessing God, who has been to them bo bountiAil, 
cm fed that their joys and oom£»1s are propor- 
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tionall J felt and shared by those who labotu: for the 
bread of life on those wide lands^ where numerous 
human beings dwell who look up to them for succour 
and support, loving them in proportion to their acts 
of justice and kindness as their earthly masters and 
benefactors. Such ought at least to be their position, 
if it be not; and it would bring with it much cause 
for rejoicing and untold joy. Comparatiyely se- 
cluded and unimportant as Corsham may be, how- 
ever, in the days we live, it was &r otherwise in 
those of our ancestors, when Royalty claimed its 
manorial rights and granted privileges happily 
defunct — ^the one, by fiir the most peculiar, placing 
the vicar for the time being on the judgment seat 
of life and death ; indeed I was informed by the 
courteous gentleman who now receives the vicarial 
tythes, that he stiU possesses, in right of his position 
the very uncommon privilege of granting marriage 
licences and proving mils throughout the extensive 
boundaries of his parish. 

But my friend Clifford remarks that the train we 
have just left is now entering the Box Tunnel. A 
loud discordant shrieking whistle proclaims this fiict ; 
and the hissing, spluttering engine with its long 
pendant line of carriages disappears beneath the 
bowels of the earth, burying as it were more than 
a hundred living souls. No sooner has it entered 
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dian the yeiy aperture appears to be partially 
closed^ so small, so insignificant is the passage to our 
sight. They are gone I — ^buried alive in fact for 
the time being, to re-appear again with an arrow's 
flight, through many a sunny smiling vale, near 
many a crowded town and city! 




THE BOX TUNNEL. 

How varied doubtless are the thoughts and sensations 
of those reasoning beings thiis speeding onwards I 
How different are the feelings and pulsations of 
each throbbing heart I How many, perhaps not one 
— and^et I would jBdn hope it among that motley 
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a88eiiiUage--^^oae hearts beat with sentunents of 
unalloyed joy <xt calm hapjonese I There may be 
one, perchaiicey among the number hastening to 
meet a heart res^nding entirely with his or her 
own — (me who leaves no pang behind, but looks 
forward to his jonmey's end for nought but 
gladness — one who can honestly and truly say 
^^ I am at peace with God and man, and now 
after long absence I hasten to rest my joyous 
head on the fond bosom so dear to me and 
to whom I am «o dear.^ No care, not even the I 

slightest feai* that the fulness of his imaginative | 

gladness will be marred, denotes itself (m his sunny 
and intelligeot countenance. No^ he journeys in 
peace and |oy . May these ho{)e8 be realised on his 
arrival 1 Pwiy God they may I Yet perhaps they 
will not. Some slight, yet totally uiilooked for and 
unexpected cause may interrupt the even current 
of his happiness. If not, that man indeed is 
blessed. Others journey onwards intent on the ] 

pleasures of the day — such pleasures as those may 
hope to enjoy who look not beyond the hour. ^ 

Others are intent on business, money-maldbg 
merchandise and markets. Those boys who sit 
within the train — ^watch their sad faces. Surely 
sorrow has not already cost her shadows on their 
young hearts ; and yet tears £11 those eyes where 
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kiighter and frolic shoidd only find pbtce. Thebf 
holidays aii6 over^ they iietani t(> school. Their 
tears are but as an April idiowef. All will be fair 
again to-morrow. But looh yolider, within that 
fitstK^lass caitiage^ arid see a young &ir widow^ so 
delicate, so refined, so intellectual in her count^^ 
nance ; and watch the beauteous child, whose fiiir 
long golden ringlets cluster ovei* the arm which so 
fondly encircles her cherub neck. How that youths 
M and graceful woman appears to doai <m the 
being whom God has spared to her I Make it not 
your idol, swe^ one, or Grod niay judge fit to take 
her also. How deep is the atignish matked on het 
pale and thoughtM countenance I She goe^-^who 
knows where? Perhaps fixr from the ashes of him 
who was her life. In the very nest carriage sitd 
one^ how widely diffiarent in a|ipearanee I'^a bloated^ 
self-s^tbfiedr'^at Idast by his demeanour you read 
it scH*-<a selfnaatisfied and ^Ifidt speculator, a man 
who has just left the money market, a man who 
has made some lucky specuhktioiis. He looks welL' 
pleased and comfortable. He has reason for the 
time. To-morrow, such being hi» pursuit, he may 
&1L Thousands have before and wiH again. Near 
to him are three young men in the sunshine of Ufe^ 
blessed wilh health, youth atid appearance. They 
laugh, tfa^ talk incessantly; they jcd^e. Th^ ace 

VOL. I. B 
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bent on a visit to some out-door festival about to takd 
place near the fair city of the West, and thence to 
Goodwood races. May they ever be joyous as ihssy 
now appear to be ! In the same carriage with this 
hilarious party and that seli^tisfied and over- 
wealthy man also sits one whose eveiy appearance 
stamps him as a man of birth, courtesy and intel- 
lect ; for the eye, though thoughtftd and sad, yet 
beams with intelligence and speaks of a mild 
disposition, warm heart and honourable character. 
Yet on eveiy lineament of his features is marked 
depression, disappointed hopes and heart-ache. 
This man has been to London, possessed of what 
the world believes to be powerful influence, talent 
and every requisite to serve the public with advan- 
tage. Year after year elapses, and he seeks em- 
ployment in vain, while chance or money, all- 
powerful money, or some dark scheme of policy, felt 
but unseen by the world, such as a waverer to be 
gained over or an agitator to be calmed each week, 
places in power and place those who have neither 
half his claims or a tithe of his abilities, nor one 
single grain of right to that which nevertheless 
they obtain while he starves. This man, I say^ 
returns broken-hearted from London. He has, by 
incurring an expense he can ill afford, obtained an 
interview with some man in power and high 
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position^ his equal in birth, perhaps his inferior 

in mind, who has repeated for the twentieth time 

his promise of assistance, and has at least left to him 

hope, that cheering star of life in the distance — 

hc^ such as the widow has— 

" Where the wretched cease from tronbliiig» 
And the weary are at reat" 

There then let him rest his heart — ^not on the 
promises of man. Such probably would be true 
pictures of many who daily travel from North to 
South, East and West, shut up in steaming trains, 
could we read their hearts. But our train is lost 
to view. God be with all it contwis I Clifford, 
our carriage awaits. So let us onward to Castle 
Combe. 
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CHAPTER m. 



The road from the quiet inland town of Corsham 
to the traly romantie village of Castle Combe oflFers 
but slight attractions. Nevertheless, could the 
mind divest itself of the apparent unrural appear- 
ance of the stone-roofed houses peculiar to Wiltshire 
and the neighbourhood of the queen of Western 
cities, Bath, which convey from eye to heart a feeling 
unpleasing and harsh, so unlooked for in the country, 
there remain considerable beauty of landscape and * 
much fine timber. In fact, take it altogether, it 
is far from being an unpleasing drive to him who 
is a true lover of Nature in every form ; and, as 
Clifford frankly pronounced it to be, really more in- 
teresting than a league of French avenue, with acre 
on acre of fallow land, without tree or hedge-row to 
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soften or break the monotony of the scene. I felt 
the more gratified myself, inasmnch as I well knew 
the tcmunation of our driye would open to him a 
picture ol dell and wood which would repay most 
men, though they might have travelled far and 
Iwrted long to watch the aettmg sun dnk behind the 
woodlands and than went supperless to bed. Not 
that my corpulent finend had any such misfortune 
in the distance^ though forsooth the first time my 
wandering propensities led me to tiiat punch-bowl 
of luxuriant alder trees and trout preserves, if in 
reference to supper J had no reason to complain, I 
was well nigh condemned to a strange bed; for 
having requested one at that which appeared to me 
to be the oclj tolerable little hostelry in tiie place, 
much fatigued I entered the nnall clean apart- 
ment allotted to me, when, as is my custom, I 
proceeded to inspect tiie covering and ascertain tiiat 
the sheets had been well aired previous to making 
that agreeable plunge into its downy centre, where 
care, joy and fatigue are soon drowned in sleep's 
oblivion, when lo ! before I made tiie final jump 
I perceived tiiat the good woman, my landlady, 
had so arranged my bed that altiiongh I was 
permitted to stretch my tired limbs on a rough 
blanket, one sheet alone was allowed me above. 
Now a personal contact with flannel in one's natural 
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state has always been my detestation, and save in 
fancy I oould never endnre it. Thiarefore with some 
difficulty I sneceeded in summoning the good woman 
in her under garments (more flannel) to my assists 
ance, and having duly explained, requested that, her 
stock of linen permitting, she would allow me to rest 
on a sheet as well as a sheet to cover me; with which 
request she immediately complied. Nevertheless the 
old woman gave me clearly to und^*stand that tbd 
Squire at the lower or great house, and the Doctor 
in the upper house, and the Parson in the new 
house, were the only tlu*ee happy individuals in the 
whole parish who ever dreamt of such luxuries, muck 
less dreamt on such luxuries as sheets. She then 
requested my name, which I told her; and it is 
possible, like those of the boys who get first into 
college at Westminster, that it even appears on the 
parish registrar in golden letter beneath the dis- 
tinguished characters above-named. For this rest 
I was charged ninepence; and having ^ven a 
shilling, doubtless left a good impression of my 
generosity and courtesy on the good woman's 
memory. 

But we now emeige from a somewhat rough and 
lengthened lane, after mounting a steep ascent, 
which ran along the crest of a hill, opening on the 
one side a pleasing view of a rich and sheltered 
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valley; on the other, distant yet grand outlines of 
hills which mark the horizon beyond the river 
Severn. This lane terminated, we pass through a 
gateway, and halt on a little knoll or open down 
land ; and looking almost Northward behdd^ as it 
were about half a mile or somewhat more below 
ns, the spire and steeple of a village churdi, around 
and near to which the little cluster of houses seem 
tanesde for protection; the whole surrounded and 
as it were embosomed by high and woodland hills 
rifflng on all sides, as if Nature had so placed them 
as a kind of barrier against intrusion and intruders, 
whether coming in the shape of keen winter^s blast% 
or in that of man, from the great world so near at 
hand, and yet, when looking on this peaceful scene, 
almost to be forgotten. A few brief hours since 
W0 had driven through the thronged and busy 
streets of the tumultuous capital of the most 
mighly nation of the world. Scarcely an hour had 
elapsed ^re we had quitted some scores of fellow 
trovdUers^ and now without a living being in sight 
were ccmtemplatinjg a scene quiet as die grave, yet 
so grand and beautiful that Nature seemed to hold 
oAe's every fedii^ and thought in awe and admira* 
tkm of her works. The mighty sun with rays of 
gcdd glanced 9hcxosb the woodlands and settled like 
a Uaze of fire on the gilded qpire of the church,. 
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ere siBking to rest behind the Western forest, and 
leaving the tree^^Iad vale in the soft repose of 
coming twilight ; and I turned to Clifford, who was 
silently admiring the scene before us, and sidd^ 
^^ Switzerland has many and rare beauties of Nature^ 
many spots that fiir surpass what we now behold in 
wildness and romance; yet I question if the Fa^ de 
Yaud can produce one where the woodlands are so 
glorioujs inluxoriant foHage^ or where the nightingale 
hallows the night with such continued strains of Uia 
melodious music." 

^^ You say truly; it is indeed beautiful." 
While we gradually descend into the heart of 
this secluded vale, I may name that our reasons 
for having thus diverged from our intended route 
southwards w^re twofold. One, that my frigid 
Cliffi>rd might be phmged as it were at once 
from civili2atipn into ru]:^alization*^a contrast 
which often produces most pleasing effects; and 
I could scarcely have selected a more fitting 
one than that from Curson St. May Fair to this 
tree-dad sedusion-^^ar secluaon made beautiful by 
God and by no means neglected by ihe hand of 
man. In addition, I was desirous to see^ that which 
hitherto I had never seen in the garb of Summer-^ 
the park grounds of one over whose days of boy-* 
hood are cast such charming reoollectioiis in that 
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most clever and fascinating work entitled ^' Days 
and Nights of Salmon Fishing," the sequel to one 
of even greater merit, and to me of greater int»*e8t, 
entitled " Deer-Stalking in the Highlands of Scot- 
land," both firom the pen of W. Scrope, Esq. And 
now I behold the land which owned him as its 
master. Need I add that the family of Scrope have 
held possession of this romantic spot for several 
centuries, and still claim woodland, mead and river 
as their own? 

The picturesque and modernised residence of 

Paulet Scrope, Esq., M.P., stands in a position 

which when brightened by the rays of a glorious 

sunmier sun would be termed by the stranger who 

rambles to the locality one of peculiar interest and 

beauty. When the trees are leafless, and the snow 

y o£ winter hangs on the low lands and covers the 

, surrounding woods as were they sugared, I should 

[ imagine the interest almost equalled from the very 

f desolation and peculiarity of the scene. At one of 

I the extremities of an almost oval flat park, through 

y which in varied curves a small clear river runs, 

termed the Box brook, well filled with high-flavoured 

and speckled trout, (and wherein the talented author 

* we have named commenced his piscatorial education, 

the pleasures of which he stiQ enjoys though having 

passed the allotted life of man,) stands the by no 

means extensive mansion of Castle Combe. 
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The original building, which appears to have been 
added to and modernised from time to time, fronts 
the south, its only prospect being across the narrow 
park to the woodlands which adorn the opposite 
hills. In fact, the whole place may be described as 
follows : — ^A beautifrd and luxuriant oval mead or 
park, about a mile in length and half a mile in 
breadth, through which the stream glides as a 
serpent, the whole being inclosed by high hills 
covered to their sununits with fine old trees, the 
alders in particular, which are numerous in the low 
ground, being remarkable for their size, beauty of 
form and luxuriance of growth. On the northern 
extremity of one of these wood-clad hills stands a 
comparatively modem turret or castle, — on the spot, 
I presume, where in days lang syne resided the 
ancient Barons of Scrope, or Combe, wont to live in 
despotism and rude hospitality and hold their own ; 
and doubtless from thence the term Castle Combe 
is now derived. Be this as it may, if report speaks 
truly, the kindness of the present lord of the 
domain admits of much hospitality being there dis- 
pensed, without the despotism, in this our blessed 
reign of Queen Victoria; for when the Summer 
time arrives and the nightingale once more charms 
the night with its delicious notes, many and many a 
pic-nic party from far and wide and all the country 
roimd are wont to spread their dainties beneath the 
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shade of the old oaks which surround this intended 
monument of ancient days and feudalism. The 
chicken-bones and long corks which lay scattered 
on all sides, at midsummer time at least, speak 
plainly of hospitality and good cheer ; and as the 
descent firom this favourite spot of out-door feasting 
is steep and slippery, I will vouch for the fun and 
merriment, to say nothing of the disasters, when 
lads and lasses meet in festive glee, and are well 
prepared, the aristocracy with champagne and 
the farmocracy with double X, for sport under 
the greenwood tree. In proof of my assertion, as 
we stood on the side of that pleasant spot ftdly 
admiring the beauty of the scene, I could not help 
repeating some few words from a French vaudeville 
which ran thus : — 

" II est plus dangereux de glicer, 
Sur le gazon que la glace ;" 

which I had scarcely uttered when, either from 
laughing or some other cause, the foot of my agree- 
able but somewhat corpulent companion did sUp, 
and he rolled or rather slid some fifty feet below the 
point where we had stood, being at length brought 
up by a tree and safely anchored; otherwise he 
might perchance have disturbed the trout by floim- 
dering in the brook below, in which preserved 
abundance they were enjojring themselves. To the 
VOL. I. • D 2 
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east of the house, and almost immediately con- 
nected with it by a flight of stone steps, is a small 
but charming summer garden, whence, standing on 
its highest portion, you command a view of the 
whole wood-encircled park; and, peeping from 
beneath the trees, a portion of the church turret 
and spire lift their picturesque forms from amid the 
thick green foliage, oflering a charming and ad- 
ditional object of beauty to the silence, and, I may 
almost add, solemnity of the scene. 

To him who, standing on the southern bank of 
the stream, looks towards this garden when the 
flowers are in the ftdness and multiplicity of their 
bright summer suits, it is truly like a scene of 
fairy land; and I have never ascertained that any 
stranger who asks in courtesy has been reftised 
admittance to this truly interesting and peaceftd 
spot — one of the least of the thousands to be seen 
in merry England. The walnut trees alone, being 
some of the finest ever beheld, are worthy of a 
visit ; and well can I believe that when the white 
and pink thorn trees wliich abound on the Castle 
Hill, and are scattered elsewhere in the woodlands, 
of great size and proftision, are in the fdlness of 
their bloom, it must be well worthy a trip even from 
the great Babylon for a few hours' walk amid such 
fragrant luxuriance thus bountifully supplied by 
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Nature's unsparing hand. And yet how many 
hundreds^ aye^ how many thousands^ are there who 
yearly leave their pleasant homes, even in the mag- 
nificent city of Bath, within one hour^s pleasant 
drive of this fair scene, and equal numbers both 
from Bristol and its neighbouring Clifton, within 
two hours' ride, who go forth, I say, from their 
delightM abiding-places to scatter wealth, and 
idle through many a bright long summer^s day, 
either at that Anglo-fraternising place, Boulogne, 
or still more uncongenial town called Dieppe, where 
the fresh breezes of the sea literally succumb to the 
foul stench of stale fish. Yet these, and such as 
these, talk of having summered on the Continent, 
as had they visited half the capitals of Europe, 
and enjoyed the hospitality of half the crowned 
heads, or heads still left with crowns, in the world; 
They speak, with sorrow do I say it, of the charms 
of the Continent — ^their charm being Boulogne; 
and yet are they scarcely aware, having never ima- 
gined there was aught worthy of a visit in their 
own country, that within twelve mUes or four 
leagues of them (for probably they prefer the 
league better,) there is some of the finest scenery 
in the world. And being aware of this fact, what 
mattereth it to them ? The one is in Old England, 
the land we hve in — ^the land where every man 
can speak his mind freely and fearlessly, if honestly 
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— ^the land where a man may live in the wood- 
lands with his hall-door open, and do aught that 
man desire to do, so that he obey the law. The 
other is beyond the white cliffs of perfide Albion^ 
in La Belle France — ^the country of gloire, frater- 
nity and passports — abroad, on the Continent. I 
fancy, while memory brings me back to the many 
beauteous spots of dear England, (which hereafter 
I shall endeavour to sketch with my pen,) that I 
recline half dosing in my elbow chair and hear the 
following words : — ^' Oh, dear Mamma, let us, do 
let us, go abroad this summer, to sweet, dear, dar- 
ling, delightftd Boulogne. Only think of that dear, 
amusing Adolphus Ernest Joinville Mellier de 
Quequovillien. What cheering, delicious sentiments 
he expressed I Do you recollect, dearest Ma', when 
he stood with his hand on his manly breast under the 
monument erected to commemorate the capture of 
England by Napoleon, and exclaimed, * You behold, 
fair ladies, La Belle France, the country of de 
glory and de fraternity ; and dare, in de distance, 
is de httle spot, your England — de nation of shop- 
keepers?'" By St. Hubert (but I never swear) 
it positively makes me irritable to think that such 
fiivoUty can be admitted in such a glorious country 
as this, deserted as are its beauties for such Foreign 
pig-sties. 

But let me endeavour to forget it if I can, for we 
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are now driving into the little village of Combe. 
On our right, its lawn watered by a trout stream, 
stands the modem residence of the clergyman — ^the 
very spot of spots for a christian pastor's bivouack, 
for if he find not peace amid such rural beauty and 
solitude^ and teach it not to others, better try 
another, as I have done, on the banks of the Ebro, 
in mid-winter^s snow, and he would find the change 
somewhat in his favour at this snuggery of Combe. 
But these reverend gentlemen have good taste both 
in the selection as in the adornment of their 
abiding-places; indeed, barring the lord of the 
castle or the Squire of the mansion, their 
abode — ^as it ought to be if deserving— is gene- 
rally the best in a village ; and as we drove by, his 
Reverence — ^probably a fixture Very or Right Re- 
verend — ^appeared to be employed in the harmless 
occupation of budding rose trees. 

Knowing the bold Baron of Combe to be absent 
fix)m his luxurious abode hard by in the oval park, 
we had half a mind to sound a halt and beat up 
his, quarters ; but my fat firiend had some peculiar 
notions in reference to religious opinions, and 
I did not know how far the good rector, though 
his appearance was benevolent and hospitable, 
wotdd be prepared to entertain two such hungry 
wanderers as we were. Moreover, the days of 
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monks, monasteries and refectories and fat abbots 
are passed and gone from the land,* and no longer 
do our priests glory in fat venison from their parks, 
game from their preservBS, or fish from their 
streams. They prefer some solid golden tithes, 
with which they go to market. And with this con- 
solation we passed onwards, approaching a spot 
where once, I should imagine, the produce of the 
farm-yard changed hands weekly to supply the 
neighbouring marts of Bath and Bristol, and the 
prices of com and cattle, for which the counties of 
Wilts and Gloucester are celebrated, were duly 
discussed. Be it as it may, a market-place it was, 
and apparently a market-place it still remains, situ- 
ated in the very centre of the little village, in a 
position of no common beauty and adorned by an 
ancient cross, worthy a distant moming^s drive to 
gaze upon. And yet 'tis strange that he who is 
lord and master of the surrounding woodlands and 
rich vale land which encircle the peacefrd habitations 
which appear to have fallen as from the sky, to 
nestle side by sdde amid these romantic hills, — a man 
of admitted taste and talent, with a voice ever 
heard in the British Legislature as an advocate 
for civilization — ^in fact, the poor man's friend, 
as in mind a companion endowed with unusual 

* Would that Nttnneries^and AgapemoiuB were alwo. 
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|)owers — should ahnost daily, when at home, pass 
hj this monument of olden days, and not long 
since have prevented the desecration of its beau- 
ties; for destroyed are they by the vile stone roof 
which, apparently in recent times, has been built 
around it, affording unquestionable shelter to the 
passer-by from the mid-day storm, yet other ad- 
vantage it would be difficult to ascertain, save it be 
that the idlers of the village there congregate 
during the summer^s evening for the sole puiv 
pose of smoking their pipes and scandalizing 
the few passers-by ; while on the Sabbath, 
being in the immediate viciaity of the church, 
from sunrise to sunset, save during the hours 
of divine service, it is the lounge of the idler. 
Take down the roof, say I ; in fact I could with 
difficulty prevent my friend from commencing, ina^ 
much as the interior reminded him of some foreign 
monument, which he declared would have been 
a beautiful fountain instead of an elegant cross 
in any other country but dear Old England. At 
all events, I fully agreed with him tiiat the roof, 
the hideous roof, by which it was covered, at least 
two-thirds of it resting on stone pillars, the interior 
forming a small market-place and receptacle for 
stocks, had only the object of hiding a beautiiul 
specimen of ancient architecture. 

VOL. I. E 
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As, however, we intended more closely to inspect 
this relic and others on the morrow, and were 
becoming somewhat desirous both for rest and food, 
having fasted through a long day, I turned to a 
rustic who lingered near the spot narrowly scruti- 
nising the strangers, and solicited information as 
to the residence of a youthful member of that useful 
profession who are daily advancing in science and 
enli^tenment — ^indeed of all men, his Reverence 
perhaps excepted, the most necessary to a coun- 
try community; for while the latter labours to 
save souls, the former gains often but a slender 
income in endeavouring to save bodies. I speak of 
course in reference to those who really do their duty 
towards God and man. Their success must natu- 
rally be derived in proportion to their zeal and 
abilities. I had known the scientific practitioner to 
whom I allude some years previously, in London. He 
was then studying the anatomy of the body — that is, 
attaining skill in the dissection of the human form 
deftmct— while I, equally well employed, was learning 
the use of arms to dissect the human form in life. 
In feet, my fiiend was a doctor, as I a soldier. The 
few evenings I had passed in his society were 
sufficient to convince me that, notwithstanding much 
gentleness of manner and brevity of speech, his 
heart was glowing with the milk of human kindness, 
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and he required only to be known to be esteemed 
by his Mends and to maJke due progress in the 
profession he had selected, and for which he evinced 
considerable talent In addition to his manner 
bcdng courteous and pleasing, it was equally quaint; 
and I felt conyinced I had only to bring my social 
friends together in order to obtain an agreeable 
evening, as well as much information in reference 
to the place where he had recently estabhshed him- 
self in practice, as also, in the absence of larger, I 
will not say better, accommodation, with the horrors 
of a blanket in my recollection, to secure a kind 
reception and good cheer. Add to this, not many 
months prior to the period we found ourselves at 
Combe, I had met my medical friend hurrying 
through the streets of Bath. The day was sultry, 
and we evidently both felt fatigue and tliirst; so, 
having warmly greeted me, he added in a very few 
words, *^ I am engaged for an hour in reference to 
some matters of business, but if you are not 
leaving the dty pray meet me at the Lamb and 
let us have some luncheon." *^ Agreed," said I, 
**Laml) and Luncheon with all my heart, or 
Luncheon and Lamb ;" and so we parted to meet 
again — ^why precisely at the Lamb, however, I knew 
not, for although doubtless a most excellent hostelry, 
as I afterwards found to be the case, it was not 
VOL. I. E 2 
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among those with which as regards Bath my ears 
were familiar.* 

To the Lamb, however, I proceeded at the ap- 
pointed time, and there I found my friend. " Now," 
said he, "I have brought you to the Lamb for this 
good reason, that the landlord brews the best ale in 
the West of England, which is saying much, for the 
best ale in the West of England is the very best 
beverage. A man who is tired and thirsty, as I am 
and you appear to be, can drink between the hours 
of twelve and two, decidedly the period when our 
ancestors were wont to feast and digest. Happily 
for man, however, and modem men above all, the 
six-league boots of civilisation have made rapid 
strides, and consequently the good people of the 
days we live in have converted their great-grand- 
papa's dinners into luncheons, and suppers into 
dinners ; and thus the multitude of medico's gain 
bread, — ^for late hours and late gormandising cause 
sleepless nights and night-mares, and sleepless 
nights and nightrmares cause dyspepsia and all 
other ills which require drugs. Ale, Sir, between 
twelve and two. Taste this." I did taste it, and 
pronounced it nectar. On this my friend, much 
pleased, added, " Well, the landlord has promised 
me a hogshead, and if you will pay me a visit 

* The Lamb Hotel is now giwn ap. 
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amid the hills and woods you are welcome to the 
lion's share. Ale, Sir, between twelve and two ; 
claret from six to eight ; at ten to bed, always before 
midnight. Never sleep between the hour of rising 
and going to bed, and never shave later than eight 
in the morning." Having offered this good advice, 
at which I laughed heartily, knowing how diflFerent 
my habits of life, once more we shook hands and 
parted* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

From that hour we had not met, and now quite un- 
expectedly I found myself among his hills and woods. 
** How fortunate the vicinity of such a halting- 
place!" said I, "determining to pass the evening 
and, in spite of its being after hours, introduce my 
friend to the doctor and his ale. " He lives yonder,'* 
said the man applied to, "at the upper house." ^'In 
truth, my friend, there are many of them high 
enough. Which may be the upper one? The 
house on the top of this hill, I presume," — ^as we 
drove towards a steep ascent. ** No, Zur, no," said 
the man ; *^ the house just at hand, that with the 
green railing." Fifty yards brought us to the door, 
where we came to a halt, for I had duly apprised 
Clifford that it was my intention to visit the doctor, 
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and he had consequently arranged it in his imagi- 
nation that the doctor should be an ancient gentle- 
man in black shorts and knee buckles, a flowing 
perriwig and watch chain half a yard long^ with 
pendant seals attached. Instead of this patriarchal 
figure, behold a slight fair man bordering on thirty; 
that is, he might have been thirty-three or thirty- 
eight, but to swear to the one or the other would 
have been impossible. True he wore spectacles, but 
these were the spectacles of near-sightedness and 
not of old age. Most warmly did he welcome us, 
and having at once declared there was no other 
aocommodation in the "village save that he could 
offer worthy knight-errantry like ours, and that 
he had ample space, and for the nonce a well- 
filled larder, having recently received a present of a 
fine hind-quarter of a fawn fix>m the park of a 
\ neighbouring Peer, which hung side by side with a 

couple of woodland rabbits, and that the hogshead 
of promised ale was tapped, we had little to fear 
as regards rest and refreshment. Having therefore 
accepted of this kind invitation as frankly as it was 
tendered, the doctor introduced us to his snug morn- 
ing room, where having made acquaintance with 
his only companion, a bright-eyed terrier, which he 
duly informed us was hereafter to be displaced for 
a bright-eyed lady, whom he quaintly observed 
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some of these days it was his intention to take into ' 
partnership, he thence led us to two comfortable 
sleeping-apartments, where he left us to cool and 
refresh after our day's rambling, departrog himself^ 
as he announced, to give orders to his trusty house* 
keeper for the serving a repast fitting the occasion 
of visitors of such importance, more particukrly 
alluding to my fat friend, whose appearance denoted 
that he rarely permitted his temper or digestion to 
be interfered with by the eating of a badly-cooked 
dinner, simple as might be the fare. And as luck 
would have it he had fallen into good quarters, for 
notwithstanding that the good woman was well high 
as quaint as her young master, as I shall proceed to 
show, she had catered for the tables of those who 
were wont to fare somewhat refinedly. Moreover^ 
she esteemed him too much either to dishonour his 
hospitality or disgrace her culinary talents when 
occasion offered for their di^lay . But let us descend 
from the sleeping-apartment, where my head and 
a basin of cold water had become refreshingly in 
contact, to the Doctor's kitchen, and there place our 
host and his attendant, Mrs. Blake, face to face, — 
a rare occurrence, for it was his general rule to 
leave all matters appertaining to the commisariat 
department entirely to her discretion. 

^' Well, Blake, you see I have two friends just 
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stepped in fix)m London, on a visit to the Wood- 
lands. They are both tired and hungry, may be." 

'^I have not seen them, Sir ; but our boy 
Biunpldn told me such was the case. The lad is 
mad about their horse, and says our stable is not 
fitted for such a fine animal." 

^^Well, Biake, never mind our stable or their 
horse. What are you going to give them for 
dinner?" 

- ^^ Dinner I Why its late for dinner; but I was 
going to give you our cold aitch bone of beef and 
some fried potatoes. You always like fried pota- 
toes." 

*^True, but what can you provide for the dinner 
of these gentlemen? They would prefer, I fancy, 
^ something in addition to fried potatoes. In fact^ I 

I should like them to see that even in this solitude 

^ we can offer hospitality." 

' "Well, then, suppose I add a batter pudding. 

But I must air their sheets." 

**Let me beg of you first to think of the dinner, 
and that as soon as possible. Now do your best— r 
\ such as you can if you try ; and do not disgrace 

j my table." 

i " Well, if it must be, it must be. Dreadful ex- 

: travagance ! There's our haunch of fawn, I can 

V roast and serve with currant Jelly ; a couple of 

I VOL. I. F 
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rabbits, sent by Farmer Easy, to pay for his pills 
I suppose ; but we can't be making pills for 
poached rabbits. I can stew them in oniolis if 
you like them better than the fawn, or stuff them 
with the pickled oysters the Mayor sent you from 
Bristol — a rare dish for Londoners !" 

This conversation, which I distinctly overheard 
nolens toleniy convinced me that the property of 
the Doctor was shared with all under his roof. At 
all events, the good woman always spoke as if she 
were mistress. Nevertheless in his quiet way the 
master generally succeeded in gaining his point, 
and an hour afterwards we sat down to a well- 
served repast, which, as it appeared, was admirably 
cooked ; and we not only pronounced it excellent, 
but did sufficient justice even to satisfy hospitality 
that would have admitted even to clearing the 
dishes. The haunch of fawn, dressed to a turn 
and in perfect flavour, headed the board, and was 
placed before the Doctor, while the rabbits, not 
stewed in onions, but stuffed with oysters, proved a 
dish fit for the palate of an Alderman, and so 
pleased my friend Clifford, that what with the 
friendly reception he had met with, the beauty of 
the scenery and fineness of the weather, but above 
all the excellence of a dish he had never previously 
met with, he appeared to be in such good spirits as 
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to forget for a moment that he was really enjoying 
himself in Old England, instead of discomfortising 
in foreign lands, and he became as gay aa a lad 
of eighteen and as agreeable as a clever man of the 
world can be when, in the society of his class, he 
casts away all thought but the pleasures of the 
moment, and gives way to the joyous sensations . 
which inspire him. The &wn and the rabbits were 
duly discussed and approved of, the ale pronounced 
first-rate ; the cheese, which the Doctor termed a 
Wiltshire truccle, but neverthelegsonly made in the 
vale of Somerset, admitted to be almost equal to 
Stilton; and a good bottle of sherry being placed on 
the table, our host apologizing that his cellar was 
not so well filled as his larder, we sat around in the 
full enjoyment of bodily refreshment and mental 
recreation. The Doctor laughed, and pushed across 
the bottle and his snufip^box, and told us many a 
quaint story of his rural practice, at length pro- 
posing, that as the closing evening was one with 
which this changeable, but nevertheless, on the 
whole, best of all climates seldom favours us, that 
we should walk forth to the summit of a neighbour- 
ing height, which he termed the Golden Lea,- and 
there, reclining on the v«dant turf in the ftdl 
enjoyment of a fragrant cigar, behold the setting of 
a brilliant sun beyond the woodlands. 

VOL. I. p 2 
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To this we at once agreed, and were well repaid 
for the walk, for there as we reclined beneath the 
branches of an aged oak and looked forth on the 
wooded vale below in which the little village nestled, 
with its ancient Market Cross and Church standing 
as a giant to defend the whole, while admitting the 
beauty of the scene, made doubly interesting by the 
rising of a deep red harvest moon — a brilliant 
luminary £rom heaven to replace the golden sun, 
which sank beyrad the woods in the distance — ^it 
would be difficult to explain the extreme silence, 
nay, saddening feelings inspired at the moment, 
notwithstanding the interest; indeed the effect ap* 
peared to strike the whole party, who for several 
minutes remained silent, puffing out wreaths of 
smoke. At length I turned to our kind host, and 
said, ** While I admit the beauty of your retirement 
in the days of summer's brightness, I think it would 
be scarce less worthy of a visit when the Alpine 
snow casts its garb of whiteness on your vale and the 
icicles hang pendant from the trees ; yet methinks 
it would be but a duU abiding-place for one whose 
life has been passed in what is termed "the world." 
Should such one be induced to settle here, he must 
necessarily have some positive motive or powerftd 
interest. Give me that which in the distance ap- 
pears as a fairy palace, standing in a grassy mead^ 
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through which a silver snake appeals to glide^ while 
the giants of the forest stand around and about to 
guard it firom intrusion, and I would people it with 
&iries that should cause its halls to echo with mirth 
and merriment. Welcome should there be beneath 
its roof for the sportsman on his return from 
the woodlands, or he who has passed his morning 
with Isaac Walton on the border of the river. At 
the morning's meal jGur ladies and gallant cavaliers 
should meet in gladness around the board, while 
song and laughter and cheerftd converse should 
make even the long hours of the winter's evening 
s^pear too short Oh, were I even the inmate of yon 
lovely cottage, with her by my side most cherished 
on earth, and wherewithal to grant her in reason 
all her heart's desires, and the means of seeking 
other fair spots when so inclined; or had my lot 
been that of aiding or tending the sufferer in 
sickness, as is yours, thus occupying all your 
thoughts and cares; or the pastor of this lovely 
village ; or even the schoolmaster, — ^for you have all 
your several duties and occupations I — and when you 
have time or inclination to look on the fyir scenes 
around you, you forget its seclusion, and are 
thankM to Grod that He has cast your lot amid 
Nature's beauties ! But to those who have no such 
causes to retain them here, I say it is well to look on 
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its charms as we have done, and then carry them 
away in ima^ation, while their freshness remains 
on the mind, to other spots less pleasing. It has 
chanced that fortmie has favoured us with brilliant 
weather, bright suns and bright moons; moreover, 
the recollection of your kindness will enhance the 
gratification we have enjoyed. But to live here, 
Doctor, without some of the inducements I have 
named would be to buiy oneself alive. But come, 
have you no tale to relate of demons, giants or spirits, 
connected with yonder Castle, above which the moon 
is now so splendidly appearing? What a scene for 
an artist, with its dark woods around it 1 or of that 
graceM monument below in the village mart, on 
whose head they have placed an extinguisher, there- 
by entirely putting out its beauties !" 

"Of both," replied the Doctor with a smile; 
^* but they are strange tales ; how far true I cannot 
say. I believe them as a member of the commu- 
nity — ^it is my duty. You can do as you like ; I 
shall relate them as to me they were related. My 
friend, however, permit me to request another of 
those Havannahs. Blest be the memory of Sir 
Walter Ealeigh 1 to me the very best of friendsj 
fried murphies being my favourite mommg's meal, 
as Mrs. Blake justly observes. And a pipe — ^though 
I belong to the profession — ^I pronounce to be the 
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best cure for all ills save the want of ready money ; 
and forsooth, even when my purse has been a trifle 
too low, Christmas not near at hand, — or worse, 
long past — ^with bills unpaid, for which I am obUged 
to wait till the butcher and the baker have had the 
lion's share of my patient's spare cash, I have seen 
in the curling smoke a friend in the distance who 
has said, ^ Ask, and I will lend thee a groat till 
such time as thou hast realised thine own from thy 
Yorkshire property.' " 

** Thou art a lucky fellow to find such a jBriend ; 
but instead of building castles of tobacco smoke, 
piay tell us of the Castle in yon distance." 
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CHAPTER V. 

"Well, gentlemen, once upon a time — ^but let 
me see, it was not once upon a time, but a long time 
ago, that a tower stood where yon tower now stands, 
which present building I conceive to have been 
erected solely as a trifle of the picturesque, or as a 
centre around which pic-nic parties revolve. It 
has, however, another advantage — ^gastronomy being 
one, and justice duly done to pie and porter. The 
aged, as is the natural consequence of digestion, 
take a siesta beneath the shadow of its walls, while 
the fair young maidens and merry young men 
naturally propose to mount to the summit, not of 
the actual ruin, but of the modem imitation. To 
see the view, of course the young ladies, as in 
courtesy should be, mornit first; they reach the 
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flag-staff, and look forth with admiration on vrood 
and park below. The yonng men follow, as in duty 
bound, and their view is also pleasing. High on 
the ascent, Aej k)ok not on the fair country, but 
on the neat ancles, if there be any, of the ladies 
who precede them. I speak of the modem Castle,'' 
said the Doctor, with a sly glance at my £u Mend, 
who was greatly edified ; *^ but as regards the old 
one, it stood not precisely on the spot where that 
model of ancient feudalism now stands, but a trifle 
or so beyond it, where you may still see a foundar 
tion* It remains, the sole evidence, as being 
merdy a portion of the ancient abode of the ances- 
tors of my amiable patients, who now prefer 
Inxoriating in the vale below us. The Baron then 
existing positively found it too cold in the winter to 
reside on the hill-tops, so he wisely removed a 
greata: portion of the old castle, and with the 
materials built himself a modem house, where 
yonder chimneys now smoke ; but he left the tower, 
not the tower we now look on, but one much higher, 
as a mark of his feudal greatness — ^moreover as a 
pleasant abiding-place for those who were apt to 
make too free with the goods and chattels of their 
neighbours. Now it so chanced that, enjoying the 
freshness of yon park, which is now enclosed, a& 
also over the neighbouring hills, there ranged some 
VOL. I. * c^ 
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scores of fine deer. The Baron was fond of venison 
pasty; his lady preferred the haunch, — ^as I do, 
gentlemen, when I can get it ; and it so happened 
that others, who probably abided in the neighbour- 
ing cities, had similar tastes, and consequently were 
prepared to pay a good price to those who offered a 
a good side of venison for sale. It was therefore 
not surprising that several of the finest and fiitt^t 
of the herd should occasionally disappear; indeed^ 
their owner, as set forth in an old M.S. now in the 
castle, did on one fine day chance to dine with the 
Lord Bishop of the Diocese, or Abbot in those 
days, as might be, when, having been there 
helped from a haunch of fiit venison, he thus 
addressed the aged Prelate : ^ Your venison is 
excellent, my lord ; the flavour, indeed, is such 
that had I not known it to bdbng to your ri^t 
reverence, I should have pronounced it to be my 
own.' And he said truly, for the purveyor of 
the mitred lord had purchased it of a poacher. 
After this the Baron became more strict, and 
set careM watchers in order to discover the 
thieves. At length, one moonlight night, at the 
very moment of taking a deliberate aim at a 
fine &t hart, a culprit was secured, and brought 
before the BaPOB, who instantly ordered him to be 
ecmfined in the tower, that he might examine lym 
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at his ease in the morning. Having discussed a 
substantial breakfast, he sat in his well-cushioned 
chair, and ordered the poacher to be brought before 
him. For this purpose two foresters were sent to the 
tower; they mounted the steps, looked into a small 
round chamber, and called loudly for the man to 
descend. But alas 1 the chamber was empty. They 
mounted to the top, gained the platform, but 
nothing was there. The unfortunate venison- 
dealer had thrown himself from the parapet." 

'^ And was of course dashed to atoms !" we both 
exclaimed. 

" Not a bit of it — nothing half so absurd," said 
the Doctor, with perfect calmness. " There was a 
sort of lightning conductor, or some such thing, 
which ran down the side of the building. I am 
told that it was scarcely supposed that a cat or a 
squirrel could have descended in safety. But 
Ubertj, gentlemen, is liberty. What will not man 
do to i^egain it? Recollect Baron Trenck; why 
not an English poacher? He was gone — off — ^far 
away. Footsteps were discovered ; he was traced 
across the stream ; and the bold Baron lost another 
stag the following night. But the mist rises from 
the river and the air is cool. I can offer you an 
excellent glass of Scheidam ; and then you shall 
have a story of the Cross." 

VOL. I. G 2 



52 TITE WEST OF EKGLAKD 



CHAPTER VI. 



" There are men who deem thelioars they tpend apart 
From the gay world and conrerae with mankind, 
Dni], void, and loBt» who breathe bat in a crowd 
Of miflcaOed friends and flatterers, and whose Ures 
Are bustle, noise, and seeming happiness.** 

The brilliant summer's moon cast its silvery rays 
o'er tower and dark woodland, chnrch and glittering 
stream, as we walked down the grassy slopes leading 
to the Doctor^s residence; indeed it was a scene so 
calm and yet so beautifid that the mind's wandering 
thoughts led memory back to the gaieties of the 
great metropolis in which we had so recently taken 
part, and really made it appear as if we had sat on the 
carpet of Aladdin and been wafted through mid 
air to scenes of bewildering romance. Forsooth, 
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a lover of nature, which I confess myself to be in 
the most enthusiastic spirit, does sometimes allow 
himself to be carried away into li labyrinth of castle 
building, which even life's realities, that come soon 
and bitterly enough each hour of our existence, 
► do not for the moment entirely overthrow. Long 

then could I have lingered in contemplation of 
this valley of sweet waters, in which the village 
snugly nestled in such perfect repose that few 
^ would have thought some hundred hearts were 

I there beating with emotions of joy or sorrow, or, 

the labour of the day being over, were preparing by 
rest for the morrow's duties. The nightingale's note 
alone broke on the night's delicious stillness, with a 
thrilling yet nervous sadness, for saddening, however 
beautiful, is the song of this brief visitor to . our 
island home: as joyous in comparison are the notes 
with which the gay and thrilling skylark ushers in 
the freshness of morning, carolling over the crim- 
soned poppy-clad fields, bidding the labourer rise 
from his refreshing sleep thankfrd to God that he 
is permitted to go forth once more to earn the bread 
of life by honest industry, and thus cheer the homes 
and hearts of those who form his world. 

But we again approached the house. Otu* host 
threw wide the portal and once more welcomed us, 
adding, ** Now then, gentlemen, you must try and 
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mix a sleeping dratight yourselyes^ fot which I will 
give you a prescripti(m, without fee or reward, sare ' 
that you must not forget that my importation of 
Cognac from our neighbours of the Bepnblic id 
somewhat more powerM eren than the ale firom 
the queen of cities. So be carefol ; for since the 
President has sat on the magisterial seat, if we 
must so term it — ^that upper step of the ladder^ 
which some say may lead to thel throne-^he has 
had the good taste to recollect English hospitality, 
and thus permits it to come over only one^third 
watered." At the moment of tendering these ho^ 
pitalities^ however, he was interrupted by his 
&ithfol housekeeper, with— - 

<^ Please, Sir, the Widow Holbrook has just 
walked over from the Firs, with a terrible internal 
pain* She has heard that the cholera is raging in 
the papers, and she requires some of your in&Uible 
mixture ; so I thought it better to give her a little 
peppermint with a drop of cordial, awaiting till you 
returned, when I knew you would add a hax 
of your cure-all pills to take home with her^ poor 
creature I for she is one of ^yoqr pensioners." 

^^In truth is she,*' said the Doctor^ '^ and a hard 
bargam to boot. Cure her^ poor woman I Who 
can but He who rules all things? All I can do is 
to stimulate-Hitimulate, and thus support life.*"^ 
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I 

^ True enough, the poor emaciated creature was 

well-nigh intoxicated by the force of second stimu* 
lants to cure the eyils arising from her first potar 
tion. Horrible vice ! execrable weakness ! Alas, 
how are they to be condemned^ yet how doubly 

\ pitied, that are hurried on to excesses by the 

sufferings of body or the nund, and fly to such re- 
sources to ease the pangs of the one (xr drown the 
sufferings of the otlier, instead of kneeling to their 

^ Sayiour ! 

i But our host soon despatched, h^ with a box of 

his infallible pills, as he termed them, while my 
warm-hearted friend, ever ready to open his purse- 
strings when poverty called — ^though sometimes, 
fersooth, his generosity was ill bestowed — added 
balf-a-crown to the pills, and sent her home, if 
VXJt cured <£ bodily pangs, at least in a happy state 
of excitement, which doubtless ere nigfatfidl she 
contrived to turn into dblivion. 

The sight of a patient, however, recalled clearly 
to our minds that we were enjoying the hospitality 
of a professor of medicine, though I must confess 
one is so prone to connect these hard-working and 
hi^y-valued members of society with grey-hair 
wigs and knee buckles, that when I looked at the 
mild, fair, youthM face of him who had just been so 
kindly adminstering to one so little deservmg of his 
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care, and that in terms as were he about to receive 
a large fee instead of granting kind gratuitous 
advice, I could scarcely believe that he had such an 
extensive district under his medical control, and, as 
I had been justly informed, that to young and aged 
of the poorer class he was a kind Mend and pro- 
tector, and was not less respected by the higher and 
more educated classes. But the times advance, 
and happily for mankind and the force of education 
professional men of all grades may henceforth 
keep pace with them in the opinion of those capable 
of estimating or whose estimation is of value. 
Nevertheless, well can I recollect the day, and that 
not lang syne, when a siurgeon — ^that is to say, what 
is now termed a general practitioner — save that 
he held a commission either in the army or the 
navy, and even these gentlemen, notwithstanding 
their position, were considered as persons more 
tolerated, than generally admitted into society. 
The title of M.D., in fiwst, was frequently abso- 
lutely necessary to admit him, who in all respects 
might be considered a man of high education, en- 
lightened mind and first-rate attainments. 

But let us hear what the good Doctor has himself 
to say on this subject, for truly is it one of interest. 
Indeed I scarcely ever think of that truly admirable 
work, entitled the ^* Diary of a Physician" without 
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regretting that the autobiography of many a 
labouring medical man has not been offered to the 
w(»*ld ; for did time permit such men to keep a 
faithM record of each passing day, how many 
a tale could they unfold, probing deep to the skor 

1 ner's heart, of uorepenting death-bed scesies I — how 

many a joyous history of mercies vouchsafed by 

I God, who thus permits the science of man to 

relieve the tortured body and often, oh ! how often! 

i to raise those from a fevered, sick bed of an, agony 

and misery, to a life of repentance and joy. 

But we sat a pleasant party and meny withal 
in this his little ^^ snuggery," as he teanaedit, whose 
style of adornment it would be truly difficult to 
define. Nevertheless, was it snug enough in all 
reason, though m^irked by a total absence of all 
the gUded luxury of Belgravia, making it perchaoce 
somewhat quaint, though by no means wanling in 
refinement to the eye accustomed to the saloons of 
courtiers and the luxurious comfprts of White's, 
Brook's, and the JEleform Club. What is there, 
however^ not acceptable to reasoning men, with the 
charms of Nature without and warm-hearted, gene- 
rous, unaffected and unpretending hospitality within, 
such as greeted us. So while Clifford redined in a 
good, roomy arm-chair — of other days in feshion 
— ^I^ the less in importance, as in bulk, eiyoyed the 

VOL, I. H 
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luxury of a half-garden, half-reposing benger, — ^a 
present from a dearly beloved friend to our host, 
with the windows wide open on his little garden^ 
from whence the perfume of flowers sent forth a 
double fragrance, as if in thankfulness to the 
glorious moon which shone on the many-coloured 
parterres, not forgetting a beautifrdly-arranged 
and well-selected bouquet on the table, which 
recalled to mind female friendship and attention, 
and at once banished all that imagination might 
place in the way of our entire enjoyment from 
supposed evils derived from the want of the inex- 
haustible provision provided by man*s genius in 
these inventive times for man's indolence. 

There are luxuries, moreover, which God in his 
abundant kindness has granted to man, simple and 
within moderate means, that I have ever looked on 
as beyond all price; constant friends to man in 
sorrow and sickness, health and joy ; friends when 
the snow of winter covereth the earth, as when the 
summer^s sun gladdens the vales; friends when 
even the home is companionless and the heart is 
heavy. I speak of the sight of a cheerftd fire ; the 
perfrune and charm derived from fresh flowers, 
come they from the garden of the humble cottager 
or the conservatory of the rich. To illustrate such 
fact, well can I recollect, after a long day's march 
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at Christmas time having arrived with my gallant 
corps in country quarters. Soldiers all, civilians 
how many? You may be well acquainted with an 
officer's quarters in one of her gracious Majesty's 
barracks in ' meirie England.' If not, &ir ladies, 
young and old — citizens and gentlemen, who live 
at home at ease, in luxury and wealth-— or you gen- 
tlemen members of the Peace Congress, who love 
not peace less than do I, yet begrudge the humble 
f pittance of those who have fought and bled for the 

[ glory of their country, — ^permit me for a moment to 

leave the Doctor's snuggery and introduce you to 
a captain's quarters — apartments provided by the 
State for one, perchance, who has gallantly fought 
in some score battles, and paid heavily for that 
permission in good coin of the realm ; apartments 
good enough are they, and rarely complained of, 
though forsooth I question if half the merchants' 
clerks in the kingdom would not turn up their noses 
at them. Enter and behold four white-washed walls; 
a window perchance looking into an uninteresting, 
dreary barrack square ; as furniture, a table marked 
with the broad arrow to prove it to be the property 
of the Crown, and therefore sacred as regards 
destruction; two or three chairs; a grate, welcome 
friend ! fire-irons, and a coal-box. Enter, as I have 
done, into such an abode after a long and weary 
VOL. I. H 2 V 
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March, weather miserable, cold, wet and dreary, 
season November, and tell me how you Kke it. 
Your baggage has not arrived, yet your duty com- 
pels you, and justly so, to remain till you have seen 
to the comfort of your men. You feel, as I have 
done, considerably disgusted. Never mind, always 
make the best of things. If you smoke, as most men 
do in this year of 1850, as probably you will by 
mechanism aflber the Great Exhibition of 1851, you 
will take out your cigar-box, select a prime 
Havannah, hght it, sit on the comer of the' table 
and puff ad libitum, if not sing or whistle. At 
length your trusty servant arrives with your be- 
longings, as does also the messmau and his 
belongings; and when the hour for dinner has 
arrived, if the quarter be not a garrison one, when 
you are sure of a kind reception from some other 
regiment, and prepare to attend their mess ; 
you join a scrambling repast at your own. Your 
carpet bag is opened, you make your costume, and 
leave your miserable-looking room in haste and 
almost in despair at the horrible discomfort which 
reigns on all sides, your bed half prepared in this 
comer, trunks here, boxes there, everything scat- 
tered about, all dismal and cold within and doubly 
cold and wretched without. 

I will now put things in the best position. I 
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always like to look on the bright side of the 
question. You have a trusty servant; you have 
made him so by your kindness and justice; he 
respects you; your comforts are his own. A good 
dinner over, you forget the fatigue of the march and 
all other disagreeables. You approach your quarters 
again to retire to rest, with some misgivings. 
What a change has come over the spirit of the same ! 
You look not at the tallow-candle stuck in the neck 
of a black bottle ; you care not that you are to 
sleep on a mattress thrown into the comer of the 
room; the dire mass of confiision among your goods 
and chattels offends not your eye. There is a bright, 
cheerful, blazing fire provided, and for this the 
Army are indebted to the people of England: it is 
some compensation for the winning of such battles, 
even as Waterloo and Vittoria, some compensation 
even for the horrors of a campaign, and at such 
moments it is so grateful to man that I really beheve 
a bam would become a palace. I have given this 
trifling instance as one among thousands where a 
fire becomes a most warm and cheerful friend. In 
like manner, when the leaf is on the tree and the 
joyous birds are enlivening the woodlands with their 
soft notes, let any one who has one particle 
of mind or is possessed of one iota of the milk of 
human kindness enter into the most comfortless of 
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rooms, and behold that fairest of Nature's gifts, a 
splendid bouquet of flowers on the table; and while 
a feeling of comfort will strike home to his heart, 
nine times out of ten he wUl find there are some 
loving qualities among those who claim it as their 
home. 

"Most amiable Doctor, I beg your pardon for 
this digression. The bright moon which is now 
beaming into your snuggery, as you term it, rests, 
if I am not in error, on a human skull. Pardon 
me that I remark on the peculiarity of your deco- 
rations ; here before me I behold exotics worthy of 
of an eastern garden. Yonder, if I err not, 
above the mantel-piece you have a noble print 
which speaks I should imagine, and speaks truly, 
that he who lives amid this valley of sweet waters 
is addicted to follow in the footsteps of one, simple 
in nature though great in mind, whose greatest joy 
was to wander by the brook. Doubtless your library 
contains the ' Complete Angler ; ' if not, recall to 
mind the foUomng lines : — 

• Bless'd silent Rroves, oh ! may you be, 
For ever, mirth's best nursery ! 
May pure contents 
For ever pitch their tents 

Upon these downs, these meads, these rocks, these mountains ! 
And peace still vander by these pnrling fountains, 
Which we may erery year 
Meet when we a come a fishing here.* 
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And another^ over yonder bookcase, which would 
induce me to believe that when the huntsman's 
horn echoes through yon dark woods the lad who 
was admiring our good steed anon has been 
employed the night previous in giving an extra 
polish to his master's hunting-gear.*' 

*' And you are quite correct in your surmise. I 
own to a weakness for both these noble sports, when 
time and duty permit me to join in the one or the 
other, which is seldom, I can assure you." 

** Well, your profession is useftd in all places, but 
not seldom in the hunting-field. But what of the 
skull, my good friend? Is it a mere adorn- 
ment to the snuggery of an Esculapius, or is there 
a history attached to that particular pericranium I 
Was it too soft to pass through this hard-hearted 
world of ours, or too hard to live in peace with its 
fellow ment To me it appears neither symetrical in 
formation, as far as I can judge, or peculiar in 
beauty." 

"Neither is it. I retain it fipom the simple 
feet of its having been thrown up by the plough- 
share in this locality. I hope bye and bye to 
introduce to you some interesting spots in this 
neighbourhood* Within a few miles of us is a village 
called Slaughter-Ford, where History asserts a battle 
was fought between Alfred the Great and the 
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Danes. WhetJier this be an English or a Danish 
skull I know not; but here you will perc^ve 
is the death wound,'' he added, pointing out a deep 
cut which must have entered the brain ; " and the 
arm that gave it was possessed of no ordinary 
muscle. To me it is a relic, lamjJy as an old book 
or an anci^it coin ; nothing more." 




SLAUGHTER-FORD CHURCH, 

** And truly is it a curiosity of no common order; 
nevertheless one which I femcy the giver of these 
beautifiil flowers will remove from your snuggery 
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to your surgexy, or under a glass case, as soon as 
you give up your bachelor comforts for the connubial 
joys. Alas I these flowers were bestowed by a kind 
and aged widower, one who was once surrounded 
by a beauteous family. It pleased Grod^ however, to 
take them all, even to the very last and youngest 
loved one ; but he has faith in Him who chastens, 
and instead of complaining of his sad lot he bears 
himself as a Christian only can, looking forward to 
join them in a better world, and while here spending 
his limited means in charity with his neighbours, 
while his cahn life flows on in peace and liberal 
association, even with these beauteous friends which 
Nature has provided, as in good will with all 
mankind. 

'^ But time flies fstst, too fiist to listen to tales of 
sadness, and what I have to give believe me I give 
freely. Therefore let me beg you will taste the 
contents of this long-necked importation from the 
land of chivalry — if so you will it-r-for 'tis well to 
be courteous; it cost even less than the ^' water of 
life,** so to translate it; and truly is it in season- 
able times a most efficient aid to men of my 
profession. Yet methinks it would be more appro- 
priately termed ^^ eau de la mort," as the bitterest 
enemy to man. Nevertheless, the fault lies in the 
abuse, not the use. So with your permission I 

VOL. I. I 
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will propose a toast^ * Here's a health to all whom 
we love, and all who love us.' I would add in all 
sincerity, ' all who may fancy they hate us,* for I 
cannot bring my mind to beheve that the wordj 
though often used in the EngUsh language, is ever 
responded to by the feelings which exist in the 
warm hearts of our merry islanders." 

"A noble sentiment, Doctor, to which I truly 
respond. But come, you promised us the tale of the 
Cross ; and charming as is your locality, still more 
so is your kind hospitality. Ere to-morrow's sun 
has chased the dew from the meads we must be far 
from hence." 

"I will not hear of it, such an arrangement," our 
host exclaimed ; '^ to-morrow you remain here. My 
larder is not yet empty, the hogshead barely tasted. 
Moreover, there are spots of beauty in this neigh- 
bourhood to which I would desire to introduce you 
— spots with which you will be not less pleased 
than interested. Gome, you will oblige me. It is 
not often that I enjoy friendly and intellectual in- 
tercourse such as you have aflforded me, and I am 
sute you would not desire to destroy the pleasing 
anticipations I have allowed myself to form." 

*^ Not I," 8aid Clifford, with hearty good will ; 
*' Tm here for a week, if my presence gives you the 
slightest pleasure. This repose is refreshing beyond 
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measure. After a London season, your frank 
hospitality, believe me, in my estimation is beyond 
all price. I have really to thank my friend Linton 
that he persuaded me to renounce a foreign cam- 
paign for one season at least, that I may take a 
peep into the rich pictures offered by my native 
land. We have conunenced auspiciously, and I 
doubt not but that I shall become a convert to his 
love for oak and beech woods, which in luxuriant 
reality are alone to be found in Old England.*' 

Rejoiced to find that Clifford so readily entered 
into the pleasures of a rural English tour, I 
heartily consented to the Doctor^s wishes, and it 
was thus arranged that we should take up our 
abode for another day beneath his roof, in which 
plan the boy Bumpkin, who chanced to enter at the 
moment for some orders in reference to his master's 
profession, appeared to give a grinning consent. 
Whether the good housekeeper was equally satisfied 
with the arrangement I am not prepared to say ; at 
all events she did her duty to her master and his 
guests. 

" The question is settled unanimously," said the 
Doctor, ^'and I thank you for your ready ac- 
quiescence in my wishes, which are — 

* None, but to desire jour good company ;' 

SO I will be up with the sun, visit the few patients 
VOL. I. I 2 
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I have in the village ; and then command me. If 
perchance I have to peep here and there into the 
labonrer^s cot or farmer's homestead during our 
ramble, you will pardon me, for smiling Nature on 
all sides will well repay you for the halt by the 
way-side," 

^* We shall all be patience; yet for once permit me 
to peep behind the scenes. It would gladden me to 
know that your labours are neither light or ill 
requited. Have you. a large district? many patients? 
In fact, let me put the question in plain words, Have 
you what is termed a good practice? Pardon me if 
I intrude by such a remark, but I have been told 
that of all the learned professions that of medicine 
is the most uncertain and precarious. I speak as to 
the fortunes of him who pursues it, either to obtain 
fame or, what ninety-nine times out of a hundred 
is the literal case, to obtain the bread of life." 

*^You name a subject which would require 
volumes clearly to unravd. However, you shall 
know all I know, the more readily^ inasmuch 
as I am assured your question is dictated by the 
kindest motives. Alas, many and many a sad tale 
could medical men unfold, — ^not only of those on 
whom they are called to administer, but of their 
own unrequited struggles in life's battle. Many, aye, 
many a soothing draught are they called on to offer 
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to those wHose sufferings in oomparison are as light 
as a feather in the scale to the pangs of him who 
gives it Yon ask me if I have a good practice* I 
infer from this question that you mean, do I derive 
a good income £rom my professional services? I 
answer deliberately, no. What if I were to tell 
you that although my district may be said to 
embrace a circumference the radius of which is 
nearly ten miles, I scarcely keep the wolf from 
the door, — an expression I would imagine to mean 
the heavy hand of want and humiliation, whose 
grasp is felt more keenly even than the &ngs of 
that voracious animal. However, if it cause you 
the slightest interest I will say a few words in 
reference to that profession, among which are 
numbered some of the most gifred, some of the 
most amiable, as in like manner some of the greatest 
dunces in the realm — b. profession which, thanks to 
these enlightened days, is becoming better under- 
stood and more justly appreciated. But few years 
since a village apothecary was classed not one iota 
above the society of the good dame who provides our 
litde colony with cheese, bacon and tobacco, — ^that 
is, for the male population, — and equally for a con- 
sideration distributes ribbons and staylaces to the 
inllage maids and matrons. Suffice that he could 
bleed and blister, perchance take a hand at cribbage 
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or backgammon, and unfold to rural gossips tales of 
their neighbours, and having none to tell be enabled 
to invent them to gratify the calumniator and lover 
of idle scandal. Little wonder, my good friends, 
that such was the case, when every squirearchal house 
or lordly mansion possessed its medicine chest and 
/contained a housekeeper, whose duties were by no 
means confined to a knowledge • of jams and pre- 
serves, but embraced every imaginable receipt for 
human ills. Moreover, the honourable degree of 
Doctor of Medicine, like that of Divinity, in those 
unreformed days, was as cheaply bought as may be. 
As an illustration, I will tell you a humorous tale, 
which I have heard or read, I know not where or 
when. Be it as it may, it is good enough for the 
repetition, and by no means exaggerated. But 
first let me beg of you to replenish your glasses. 
Poor as my practice as regards professional resources, 
I thank God that I have a trifle wherewithal for 
a cloudy day ; and still more do I thank him that 
he has filled my heart with hospitable feelings 
towards those who honour my humble roof. Pray 
fill to the brim, and let our next toast be, ^The 
Queen, God bless her I ' She has set a bright 
example to English mothers — ^an example that casts 
rays of sunshine and hope, o*er the cottage hearths 
of our rural districts." 
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*^ With all my heart," said Clifford; *^and now for 
your tale, for I am truly interested in your profefH 
sion." 

*'Well, it is brief enough and sufficiently 
ludicrous, though doubtless often told. A niinister 
of the Scotch church, who I fear was somewhat 
wanting in strength from above, but who never-* 
theless taught poor men to the best of his beUef 
for a certain annual stipend — a stipend, by the bye, 
which sadly required to come under the Official 
Salary Committee, or some such very praiseworthy 
inquisition, if justly attended to, inasmuch as .we 
might then perchance find that a hard-working. 
Christian, God-loving pastor might be provided with 
the means of daily bread, whereas many a Very 
Eeverend Divine would be satisfied with a third of 
their present incomes; but this is a subject I scarcely 
like to touch on, for I desire to judge as little as I 
would be judged. 

**But to return to his Reverence anent: the 
border hearing that the University of St. Andrew's 
sold honors, and deeming that his ministration would 
be more acceptable, if not more useftd, if he possessed 
a doctorate, he proceeded at once to purchase the 
dignity. On his return he sent for his fidthftd 
servant and thus addressed him; — ^Noo, Saunders, 
ye'U aye be sure to call me the Doctor, and gin 
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ony body spiers at you about me, ye'll be aye sure 
to say the Doctor in his study, the Doctor is engaged, 
or the Doctor will see you in a crack.' ^That 
depends, was the man's reply, *on whether you ca' 
me the Doctor too.' The reverend Divine stared. 
* Aye, it's jist so,' continued the other, ^for when I 
heard that it cost sae little I ee'n got a diploma 
myself; sae ye 11 jist be good enough to say, ' Doctor 
put on some coals,' or ' Doctor bring that whisky 
and hot water;' and gin any body spiers at ye about 
me, ye'll be sure to say 'the Doctor^s in the pantry,' 
or* 'the Doctor's digging potatoes,' as the case 
may be." 

Now, ludicrous as this anecdote may appear, 
tmly do I believe that it is in no manner overdrawn 
or untrue. And if doctorial degrees were thus 
cheaply vouchsafed to divines in other days, believe 
me they were still more lavishly and more cheaply 
supplied to the honourable profession of medicine. 
Thus we find even in the Que^i of western cities, 
the very hot-bed of M.Ds., no aid to those who have 
availed themselves of the distinction at a small 
outlay; yet I question, were you to search throogb* 
out the United Kingdom among the profession^ 
whether you would find a greater majority of 
highly-gifted, christian and scientific labourers in 
their calling. When speaking to men of the world, 
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however, I need scarcely tell them, althongh 
the fact being made known to them is hmniliating, 
that the people, according to popular phraseology, 
as all else, bend low the heart, if not the knee, 
imprimis to wealth and then to worldly distinction, 
perchance the aristocracy of wealth — ^how come 
by? — ^who carethl — ^mammon is their idol of idols, 
even with those who, having all the means of life's 
enjoyment, ought at least to evince no craven spirit! 
Yet is it so, probably fix)m the fact that having 
tasted of the apple they can form a fair estimate 
of its seductions, and envying those who have the 
whole firuit they long themselves for a larger portion, 
and estimate the possessor accordingly. To be 
a first-rate doctor, then, among the vulgar con- 
stitutes not the possession of medical science, but 
powers of physical cure as marvellous as fallacious, 
and the secret of curing all ills by which man 
is physically tormented; ergo^ to be an M.D. — a 
diploma'd M.D. — ^is to be a witch in knee-buckles 
or a walking bottle of infallible medicine. But I 
crave your pardon for these long details. The 
truth must out. You question me imder my own 
roof-tree. You fight the battle against odds. A 
practice, gentlemen, is attainable then very rarely 
by qualifications, even be those qualifications of the 
highest order. To establish yourself in a wealthy 
VOL. r. K 
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pomtion in our professdon there ore several reqiii* 
sites. I will endeavour to enumerate them. Im- 
primis, a small capital, sufficient I will say to 
purchase a well-built chariot or Brougham, a fine 
stepping horse, with a well-dressed servant as the 
driver — ^yourself within — ^rattling at all hoxurs about 
the streets of a fashionable town ; looking indepen- 
dentr-^as you doubtless are as long as your stock 
of ready money lasts ; ask no &voai8, dress neatly, 
look self-satisfied and perfectly at ease. Be assured, 
after you have followed this plan for a month, they 
will ask who is that gentleman in the yellow chariot 
or the chocolate Brougham ; in two, the answer will 
be, the celebrated Dr. Cureall ; in three, he will be 
the charming, delightful creature, have a first-rate 
practice, be employed by all the dames and dowsgers 
and pronounced a love of a man. 

*^ There is another mode, as easy and effectual. 
Put on a sanctified face; purchase a Scotch diploma; 
hold to Henry of Exeter or Gorham, as may be ; 
be sure to take the strongest side. If both fidl, be 
an Independent, or a Baptist, or a Wesleyan, or 
mount a longHskirted coat and look towards Borne; 
wear well-made polished, but not creaking, boots; 
step lightly, and speak like a flute; care not 
whether you know the taste of rhubarb from 
cayenne; suffice it that you have a book, easily 
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obtained, whereiii are prescriptions for all com- 
plaints ; employ a first-rate chemist — fee him, and 
send him game ; and you will be knighted, probably 
baronetted, before five years have elapsed. There is 
one more decided plan to secure a medical fortune. 
Have the good luck to pick up a rich, well-fed 
Alderman, who has slipped on the icy street and 
finactured his leg; cure the leg without reftising 
him his usual turtle and punch ; or, what is better, 
cure a dowager's lap-dog, when half-choked fix»m 
repletion, and condole over the sweet creature as 
were it a mother's first-bom or the long-hoped-for 
heir to an illustrious descent. 

^' These, gentlemen, are the real and distinct 
modes of obtaining professional eminence and dis- 
tinction. Xiabour, unceasing industry, genius, the 
highest practical skill, eminent knowledge of the 
theory of medicine — ^these are secondary consider- 
ations to the crowd, though under God's blessing 
they do sometimes succeed. When they do not, we 
may hug this to our heart of hearts — ^that He who 
vouchsp^fed the greatest worldly treasures expects 
much, yet often, sadly be it said, obtains little fix»m 
those so greatly blessed; while the sufferer here has 
a haven of rest, if he will only seek it, hereafter — 
beyond all price. But I weary you." 

"No." 

VOL. I. K 2 
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^* Well, then, I will only add thatgin these days, 
to obtain a thorough knowledge of your profession, 
requires not only much study, much education, but 
also a considerable expenditure — ^I may fairly say 
an expenditure which, if judiciously availed of, 
would in any mercantile pursuit or other civil 
profession lead to fortune. Not only this, but the 
passing of the Apothecaries' HaQ, and that higher 
distinction, but &r less arduous one, the College of 
Surgeons, are practical requirements by no means 
easy of attainment. But all these &cts go for 
nothing among the uneducated class, and among 
those who ought to know better. A surgeon is 
simply, a man who can use a lancet and make 
a pill, feel a pulse, or prescribe a potion, — -just in 
the same ratio as a tailor makes a coat, or, as I 
verily believe, they sometimes 6ncy a butcher 
makes a sirloin of beef. The anatomy of the human 
form divine ! Bah 1 such an idea is prepos- 
terous. For the exciting and splendidly scientific 
studies of botany and chemistry, what care they I 
A man is made as an animal, and as an animal 
should be cured. Alas ! poor slaves, but coimtry, 
rural doctors, I will call them. Heaven help 
their multiplicity of duties — ^their slender means I 
No drudge is worked so hard, no postman so ill 
requited; early and late they are sought for, and 
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little the thanks. Fancy yourself, Colonel Clifford, 
snugly ensconced between the sheets of a downy 
four-poster — ^the hour, two, p.m. — ^the morning one 
of Januar/s worst — ^half^frost, combined with sleet 
and snow. You dream that you sit by the borders 
of a placid lake, in the brilliancy of Midsummer 
time, amid flowers and shady foliage, with her by 
your side you love best on earth. All Nature is 
glowing with luxuriance and peace ; the birds sing 
merrily, and your heart is overflowing with happi- 
ness. You are half awake, in a sort of trance; 
the night-bell rings loudly ; you hasten to put on 
your clothes, and descend, when lo ! a lout of a 
rustic mounted on a cart-horse commands you — 
mark! not solicits, commands you — ^for you have 
your price — ^to hasten some ten or twelve miles, over 
hill and vale, for his beauteous Sukey is taken in 
labour of her first fond pledge. Your dreams are 
scattered to the winds, or the snow or the sleet. 
You moimt your trusty roadster, half waking and 
sleeping, and ride well nigh frozen to the spot in 
time to welcome an addition to the rural popula- 
tion ; and after passing some hours in a miserable 
cottage you return by the time the sun, if there be 
any, is high in the heavens, to commence the 
labours of the day. For this welcome of a man 
into the world you receive, or ought to receive, ten 
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shillings — ^half the sum the coachman of the heavy 
Exeter was wont to pocket for driving two stages — 
and this he did pocket — but perchance you do not 
for maay months after it is due, if ever. 

^^This is one of the very many evils attending a 
country practice. If you have means of your own, 
there is indeed a great solace in attending and 
administering to the sufferings of the poorer class. 
If on the contrary you have not, and that your 
heart perchance is warm, your disposition sensitive, 
and you are generous, your case is a bad one 
indeed, for it is impossible to ask the poor for their 
money, whatever be your right; and if they give 
freely, it is at times not less painftd to receive. 

** There are other evils among the many I could 
enumerate. If you are studious, delight in books, 
have a refined mind and long for association; in 
fact, if by birth or education or in mind you are a 
gentleman, your position is still more painAil. The 
squirearchy of the smaller class rarely admit a 
medical man save he be an M.D., by purchase or 
otherwise, beyond the house-keeper^s room, though 
in case of necessity the dear good man is permitted 
to prescribe for Mamma's pet dog, or even has the 
entree into Mamma's boudoir. The higher class of 
squirearchy, being squires by birth, not money, are 
in a great degree more cpurteous. A man of edu- 
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cation is by them considered fit society for his 
fellow men. And as you rise to higher aristocratic 
distinction, I am ready to admit that a greater 
degree of courtesy is conceded. May be, however, 
you have neither sqnire, or peer, or educated man 
in the neighbourhood. Therefore all your tastes, all 
your associations, must centre in yourself; or you 
must step lower, instead of rising higher, in the 
ladder of life and demean yourself At times, 
indeed, you are obliged to associate with fiirmers, 
amiable excellent men in their way, who, were 
they sensible of the crime committed by Mr. 
Caxton, save that there is a widely-circulated 
print called the Mark Lane ExpreaSy would bum 
him in effigy for the simple fact that swedes and 
mangold wurzel are to them the summit of all 
their earthly considerations — ^a book they rarely 
open. 

^^You see before you, gentlemen, one who is 
devoted to the science of medicine. Here among 
the woodlands I use my pestal and mortar, and 
if I can do my duty to the poor I shall gain some- 
thing; and the knowledge that I have friends like 
yourselves at times to visit me in my seclusion 
when the leaf is on the forests will still enable me 
to pass many a winter^s evening in thankfulness 
for God's mercies and hope for joys to come." 
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^* You are right, Doctor; let those assert to the 
contrary who will, your profession is a noble and 
most praiseworthy one, and much, much gratitude 
is due to those who labour in a cause so beneficial 
to all mankind. But the hour of midnight ap- 
proaches, and as we are to enjoy your society to- 
morrow, permit us to say good night ; and although 
the moon is high in mid heaven, and the weather 
balmy as that beyond the Alps, I trust no sum^ 
mons may disturb the pleasant dreams I wish you.*' 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



**Wliat clime U like to thee, my native land? 

Thine air hath fed the spirit of the brare— 
lUth the pale cheek of dying hero fanned, 

And mourned a requiem o'er his dying grave.*' 



I fancy I hear some* idle fair one who has re- 
ceived my memoranda of the West as a new 
importation from the circulating library in order 
to assist in the passing of a rainy day ere she 
perform the distressing duties of dressing for dinner, 
and then to some fiashionable re-union, exclaim — 
"England and the Exhibition, indeed! — ^rather 
call it the biography of a medical student;" while 
another reclining on a soft ottoman, shaded from 
the summer heat by a Venetian blind, attracted per- 
chance by the title, and dreaming of Cashmeres, 

VOL. L L 
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fancies she is about to read of Eastern scenes, vales 
of roses and calm lakes, is utterly dismayed, ere 
she has arrived at Combe, to find I speak of her 
native land. 

Have patience then, both of you. I write no 
fiction, but of man as he really is in his sorrow, 
and of Nature as we daily witness her, bedecked 
in charms which God alone can create, and for 
which we scarcely deign to return one particle of 
gratitude. Seader, if you are not content to 
journey with me longer, male or female, put by 
the volume at once. It contains not a line of 
romance save those which speak of "days lang 
syne." If your curiosity leads onwards, and you 
desire to know more of home, join our merry party 
at the Doctor's breakfast table. He can find a place 
for you, perchance, in his four-wheeler, and the 
stout roan Grizzle shall put forth his strength for 
the day. My custom is not that of early rising, 
though it is of early reading, save when there is 
matter of business or interest in the van. 

*^Who cares whether you rise early or latet" 
says a gentleman with a cigar in his mouth and his 
feet on the fender, who has peeped perchance into 
these pages from the utter want of something better 
to do. " Who the — ^" (I was about to commit my* 
self,) "cares whether a fellow who writes books gets 
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up or goes to bed at all — ^bores, innumerable bores, 
aU save Dickens and Lover, — ^I never read ought 
but their monthlies. As for scenes in the West; 
I never knew there were any; or waters either, 
save lavender and eau de Cologne. Perhaps the 
book is a sort of directory to the perfumery." 

Bead on young man, and bear this in mind, 
that something may be learnt from a knowledge 
of the daily habits of every human being who 
lives on earth, either of good or evil. K it be of 
good, hug it to your heart ; if of evil, you have a 
memory to cast it from. It is wise to learn ex* 
peiience at another man's station ere we hazard 
our own capital; and if we cannot find a place 
for you in our carriage, at all events the Doctor 
will invite you to a good repast; after which I 
for one have no objection to join you in the dis- 
cussion of a real Havannah — ^rare luxury, seldom 
obtained in reality, though to believe the dealers 
of such articles they must grow like bull*rushes 
^ over the ditch sides in Europe. 

On this occasion, the advent of a most agree- 
able day, I awoke early from a calm and refreshing 
sleep. Our good host, however, was true to his 
word, and had performed various acts of pro- 
fessional duty and kindness among the villagers 
ere he permitted our being disturbed. The rattling; 
VOL. I. L 2 
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however, of small stones against the casement 
warned me to be on the move, and, turning open 
the* shutters and the window, the refi^eshing breeees 
of a bright summer morning caused me a feeling 
of exhilirating delight. Beyond the terraced gar- 
den, on which the windows of our bedroom looked, 
appeared the green woodlands, while the picturesque 
church tower rose apparently from amidst them, 
making a landscape, small in compass, and yet such 
as an artist could turn by the genius of his pencil 
guided by the hand of the mind into no common 
gem. 

'^Well," said the Doctor, who stood on the top 
of a flight of steps, in ihe midst of Floral treasures, 
with spectacles on his nose, and a straw hat large 
enough for a West Indian planter — ^Indeed, to 
judge from hearsay, a very precise repres^itation 
of such nankeen-attired individuals, — '^ it is time 
you were discussing some of my fresh eggs. The 
hens are remarkably obliging, particularly when 
I have guest ; and to day, as if forewarned that we 
require something substantial ere we set out on 
our excursion, they have permitted me to offer you 
an omelet — ^I trust such as Soyer could not sur- 
pass. But you must hasten with the lather-brush 
and the razor, for my amiable superintendent — ^that 
is my housekeeper, dear old woman — ^requires much 
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command of t^ixp^^ particularly when her cumHe 
is destroyed by dilatory ablutions. Moreover, Pro- 
vidence has cast a bright sunshine o'er &e earth, 
most propitious for our rambles." 

'^ Your housekeeper has reason on her side ; and 
as for spoiling an omelet by dilatory dandifying, 
fear it not; so be off. Give Cliflford warning of the 
hour. And hark ye, Doctor, tell the good woman 
to add a rasher of bacon to the fresh eggs. 
Kecollect we are direct from the Great Babylon, 
and there is an association with Wiltshire and 
bacon tantamoimt only to Devon and clotted 
cream." 

" Be it so ; you shall be supplied." 

The voice of his good servant presently exclaims, 
"lliey wish some of our bacon, do they? — ^these 
fine London gentlemen I" While I proceed to 
shave, luckily with a blunt razor — ^for so intent 
am I in admiration of the dark foliage and the 
hay-makers in a field on the sloping hill side 
and the church turrets, that I forget there is a 
glass on my dressing table, my mind being re- 
flected in Nature's beauties rather than my face 
therein — ^hearken to the chorus of the thrush and 
the blackbird in yon wooded vale; listen to the 
lark, high o'er the com lands, floating in mid 
air — Heaven's own birds ! What thrilling notes 
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are those ! Never do I rise on so beautifiil, 
so glad a summer's morning as was that, (and 
there are many such in onr peaceM England,) 
even be my mind o'ercharged with heaviness, 
that I do not feel a gladness within me, as if the 
very brightness of Nature made one's heart feel more 
as a Christian towards our feUow creatures — ^indeed, 
brought us nearer to God. At such seasons and 
on such occasions, amid the beauties of Nature, far 
from the busy turmoil of man, struggling on for 
wealth or fame or for what not, I confess I 
often wish here on earth there were no great 
towns, no marts of Mammon, no multitudes fight- 
ing onwards in the great battle of life against 
one another, as were we sent on earth like the 
wild beasts of the forests to destroy one another, 
instead of living in peaceful communion with all 
in the midst of the many blessings vouchsafed 
by the Almighty. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



We are gathered around the cheerful breakfast^ 
table^Myf all meals the most agreeable and sociable 
in a house where peace and modest sufficiency exist. 
For my part I love to witness beyond all measure 
the meeting of a loting &mily around this grateful 
board. I refer naturally to this hour as alluding to 
a class of society whose duties are of a professional 
cast, or who live secure from all thought of labour- 
ing for the means of life. To witness the kiss of 
peace and love between the female members of the 
circle; the heartfelt, ^'good morning^' ofthe men and 
the aged; the warm shake of the hand, like 
Nature, which, revived by the rest of night, blooms 
ferth again with the rising sun — so does the mind 
regain its energy by returning day : duties are pre- 
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pared for^ pleasures renewed, hopes revived, sorrow 
soothed. 

Of all places that I wot of to behold this cheerful 
picture to perfection, select a country house amid 
some of the rich scenery of England. Let your 
room be bright and sunny; the season, welcome 
summer time ; your windows opening on a garden, 
redundant with the perfume of roses and many- 
coloured flowers ; at the head of the table, covered 
with a damask cloth, white as Alpine snow, place 
me a fan* young wife or graceftd daughter, who, 
with laughter-loving cheerfiilness marked on her 
beaming countenance, dispenses the hospitalities 
of her home with all the feminine courtesies which 
this grateful meal permits. 

It is indeed a picture worthy of the pencil of 
genius. And yet, fiur daughters of England, per- 
mit that I, aged and grey-«haired, say a few words 
.to you, though happily you, perhaps, the least of all 
others in Europe, require such comments. I speak 
of the costume, which gains the hearts of all oa 
such occasions. Therefore take warning. 1£ you 
seek to win the love of those worthy to be your pro- 
tectors, never forget the simple duties of the toilet — 
the more simple, if the texture become your position^ 
the better. Carpet slippers, in tbe general accep- 
tation of the term, odious; to all women they are 
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doubly so, if they possess that most graceful gift, a 
pretty foot. Dressing-gowns are abominations to 
female refinement, save in the dressing-room or 
when labouring ficom indisposition. Hair paper — 
horrid specimens of a necessary custom — ^which if 
once seen on the head of a housemaid who sweeps 
the staircase, she would lose her place. In fact, 
there is no greater proof of education and refinement 
in a woman, whatever her position, than her atten- 
tion to elegancies of life. Without them the most 
beautiful and amiable of her sex would be lost to 
men of sensibility and mind; and truly was it 
advised by a wise man that we should — 

" Eat and drink to please ounelTes ; 
But dress to please others.'* 

People have a continual habit of saying, ^' never 
mind dressing for dinner to day; do not trouble 
yourself to change,'' — ^intending to be vastly amiable. 
For my part I consider that whoever gives way to 
such a vile and gross discourtesy to themselves, 
commits worse to those around them ; and once the 
habit is engendered it becx)mes confirmed. Trifling 
as may appear these matters, they are nevertheless 
pleasing associations to every-day life ; and being 
trifles, if they are neglected, worse will follow. I 
repeat, a fair woman who sits at the head of a 
cheerftil breakfast table in simple elegance of attire, 
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having evident proofe that her glossy hair has not 
been neglected, and neatly ringletted or crepdy (for 
the want of a more appropriate term in my own 
good language,) fresh as the morning, is a picture 
I love to look on; and as I sat me down to the well- 
supplied board, praised the omelet, which in truth 
was excellent, and made an attack on the bacon and 
eggs, which CUfford declared were as unlike and as 
fer superior to London eggs as a well-fed dorking to 
a barn-door fowl, in cme voice we exclaimed that 
our kind-hearted entertainer only wanted a fidr 
partner to prepare the tea while he prescribed for 
his patients, to make him the most enviable of 
rural practitioners. 

"True," he replied, wiping his spectacles, and 
altering the usual gentle expression of his counte- 
nance with a nervous twist, whether of pain or 
custom would be difficult to say, *^ My life indeed 
would run more smoothly were I blessed with female 
society ; but I must gain the consent of two par- 
ties—one that will love me sufficiently to share my 
monotonous lot among these woodlands ; the other 
my good housekeeper, who would not readily be 
persuaded to admit what she woidd term an in- 
truder on her territories. The very mention of 
matrimony puts her out for a week. However, I 
must think of it, for truly the lot of man alone, 
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even in the midst of Nature's beauties, (for which 
blessed be God !) without he have some gentle voice 
to echo his delights, or dwell with him in admira- 
tion of such scenes, is sad. 

" But come, gentlemen, the morning advances ; 
my trusty Grissle stands harnessed at the door; 
the birds sing merrily without. Let me introduce 
you to the neighbouring spots of interest. In 
the Valley of Sweet Waters, through which the 
golden horn flows from the Bosphorus, there are 
some wideHspreading, gracefrd and magnificent 
pahn trees, beneath whose shady branches many 
an idler from the city of Constantinople reclines 
in luxuriant ease and, passing many an hour in 
a dream of life, builds castles in the air, as unstable 
and as fleeting as the smoke of his pipe." 

About two p.m. we found ourselves similarly occu- 
pied. Truly the leaf of the palm tree protected us 
not from the heat of the sun's rays, nor did we mingle 
the perfrimed tobacco of the East with the fresh 
air. For all that, like those from the city, we 
lay on turf soft as the softest velvet, green as the 
leaf of early com in spring, such as no subject of 
the Sultan ever looked on or imagined from the 
pinnacle of Fancy. This was our carpet — ^what 
from the looms of Turkey or Persia could presume 
to match it ? Above, with stillness of leaf almost 
VOL. I. M 2 
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solemn, spread the aged and knotted branches of 
three snperb English oaks. Traveller, speak tmly, 
in all your wanderings did you ever behold aught 
among the children of the forest that surpass them? 
Here beneath their shade we reclined, and beheld 
below a scene which in vain, in all its glorious out- 
line of wood, vale and water, am I enabled to paint. 
Be it as it may, if not an eastern valley of sweet 
waters, it was one which to contemplate might soften 
the hardest heart; at all events, as I there lay watch- 
ing long the winding stream, listening to the low 
of the distant herds of cattle, and admiring the 
niunerous little rural churches, seen nowhere but 
in merry England, I turned my eyes towards the 
blue vault of Heaven and inwardly prayed for 
strength to turn my heart there also. "Lord, what 
is man, that thou takest knowledge of him ; or the 
son of man, that thou makest account of himt*' 
In feet, when we behold the beauties of Nature, 
instead of calling us fix)m God, it ought to make 
us cling to Him with unutterable love, in gratitude 
for blessings vouchsafed to us here, and a firm hope, 
through feith, in His mercies hereafter. But man I 
what are thy works? One moment you erect a 
temple, not to glory, but to satisfy your own absorb- 
ing pride or add to the worldly distinction which 
Mammon alone has enabled you to obtain. 
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"Worth a pilgrimage to Mecca I" exclaimed 
Clifford, "in a hair shirt and sandals. What glo- 
rious weather 1 What scenery! Here cotdd I build 
a castle, beneath these wide-spreading oaks, some- 
thing more lasting than those which have floated 
away in the clouds of this cigar — ^a present from 
him who, exiled from his boyhood from my home, 
but not my heart, is still a wanderer. I would 
unftirl the banner-of De Clifford on yon battlement, 
and when I fired a signal gun it should be that my 
followers in yon golden vale should muster for the 
field." 

^' For a week, did such weather last," said the 
Doctor, laughing, " all would go with you merry as 
a marriage bell; and then you would fly away 
again with railway flight to the great city of the 
world, where men devoted to the worlds enjoyments 
can alone be satisfied." 

"Well, there is some truth in what you say; 
but I am gratefully cheered with this scene; the 
more so that it is soothing to my senses after what 
we have seen this morning. It was my belief — a 
belief, I fear me, too readily received into the imagi- 
nations of we dwellers in cities — ^that feudalism was 
a word scarcely remembered, much more in prac- 
tical existence in this free country ; but I find I am 
in error. There are serfe — ^the serfe of Mammon, 
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not of chivaliy and ancient lineage— even dwelling 
in yonr valley of sweet waters." 

'^Howso?'' 

" Why, is not all we have seen to-day proof con- 
vincing as that the brilliant sun is God's work ? 
What say you to that bijou of a church, to which 
you so kindly introduced us? Beautiful, I admit ; 
a charming toy ; gilded and painted to admiration ; 
a rare specimen of Tractarian opidence and ease, 
in this the nineteenth century. What say you 
to those magnificent &rm-houses — ^fit residences, 
believe me, for squires of the olden time, and 
better than the roof-tree beneath which half the 
gentlemen of England live at home in ease. For 
my own part, however others may difier from such 
an opinion, it is ever a source of sorrow to behold 
thousands lavished on the decoration of a church, 
far more so on such a little bauble as that we 
have beheld. I would fain believe that had the 
money expended on paint and gold-leaf raised a 
plain building to God's glory, instead of a temple 
to man's vanity, it would be somewhat more accep- 
table to Him who looks for the offering of man's 
heart in humble adoration, instead of the opening 
of his purse-strings to satisfy his craving vanity. 
But enough of this. It is not for me to question 
the right of others to do their will with their own ; 
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yet when I hear of the labourer's wants, the large 
districts without religious instruction, it is worse 
than error to erect such toys as that." 

" I cannot deny but your judgment is correct. 
It matters little, however, whether we kneel in a 
gilded temple or beneath these aged oaks in prayer, 
so that the prayer come direct from the heart of 
him who prays — ^more, the mere &ct of kneeling 
humble, though doubtless the position conveys no 
feet of the heart's humility. A form — b, mere 
form ; and beHeve me, all forms save those directed 
by an earnest spirit are worthless. Nevertheless, 
the man who builds from his own means a temple 
to God, may do so with a willing spirit." 

^* It is not yours to judge ; so let that pass. My 
object was to show you the beauties of our neigh- 
bourhood. You admit that Nature has not been 
sparing ; and Art is not Nature — ^the ideal which 
inspires it." 

*^ Truly; yet those iarm-houses again. Do they 
not conv^ to the mind the spirit of the worst of 
all aristocracies — the aristocracy of money? And 
for what purpose are such palaces erected? Far 
better to build houses suitable to those who reside 
I therein. Half the formers in the country would 

^ be equally happy in homes far more humble. Give 

I a man a roof above his head beyond his means, 



96 THE WEST OP ENGLAND 

it becomes unsuitable^ perhaps ruinous to him. 
Without education, or with little, he seeks not to 
vie with those above him; but the moment the 
vanity of the world takes possession of his heart, 
farewell all the truthftd, frank and generous habits 
of the English yeomen. Take my word for it : keep 
the old farm-houses in good homely repair. Let the 
tenant have his land on terms in justice to his 
landlord and himself; and in doing that justice to 
him, compel him to do equal justice to his labourer. 
Fine houses for fiurmers, gable-ends, bad sherry, 
late dinners, and such like — ^all balderdash. Believe 
me, they wish them not. A splendid field of luxuri- 
ant com, a fine score acres of turnips, a heavy mow 
fix)m the meadow lands, — ^these are the pictures they 
love to dwell on. Leave the castles on earth or in 
air to the landlord. Those gabled dwellings are 
vastly agreeable specimens of architecture ; yet I 
doubt me if they be not fairer sights to the mil- 
lionaire, who points out their perfections to the 
visitor firom the great city, than to him who has to 
provide tables and cliairs to fill them. I have I 
confess a friendship for the humble tiller of the 
ground. It is indeed a pleasing sight to behold a 
stalwart Englishman who guides the plough and 
whistles by the way. It leads one to hope that the 
heart is light ; alas 1 1 greatly fear it might be made 
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fiur more so if the improvement of property was 
so directed as to improve the position of the 
people — ^a popular term generally made use of in 
late years, but I desire you to understand it as the 
labourers of the field." 

Here I joined the conversation, with a hearty 
acquiescence in Clifford's sentiments, adding that 
fewer things had gratified me more of late than 
the reply which a Noble Duke had made to his 
cottagers, who had presented him with an address 
of thanks for his attention to their household com- 
forts in the erection of several very comfortable 
cottages on his estate : — 

" It has been well and truly said that 'property 
has its duties as well as its rights.' In recognising 
that principle to its fiillest extent I consider the 
well-being, the moral and social improvement, o£ 
those who live and work upon our estates are 
among tiie foremost. But if property has its 
rights and its duties, it has also its pleasures as 
well as its cares; and among the highest of those 
pleasures I must ever rank the means a landlord 
possesses of improving the habitations, and thereby 
bettering the condition of his fdlow-creatures among 
the labouring class. The most gratifying reward he 
can receive is in such testimony as that now pre- 
s^ited to me. We have all our respective parts 
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allotted to US in iMs worid; and if I have endea* 
Toured to ftdfil nnne by providing you willi better 
cottages, let it be yoisrs to prove yourselves Tw>i?thy 
rf them by yotnr care of him.*' 

These are noble sentiments Ikom a tnie nobleman) 
and tile picture he paints i^ duty to the humblest 
idaBs, I <m&, is a tiSfe in comparis(Mi. Die ilhi9- 
trstion of big ftrm-houses, to attract a capitalist on 
the land, who eke out mdi a gradging hand the 
hanl'eamed wages of the labo|u?er) ik^ diey may 
the better be enabled to pay the high rental con- 
sequent on a landlord'^s ostentatious ouday for such 
uncalled-for habitations. But the distant tower in 
yon woodlands reminds me that he who dwells 
Sliere as lord and mag|^ is ever ready to Ksten to 
the poor man's wants and sorrows ; aacid I cannot 
but agree wil^ him tJiat the most effectual, as by 
far the most noble, way of supplying those wants, 
u by enabling him to support himself by the 
labour of his head or hands. 

But we are m(M*alifing here on our neighbour's 
misdoings, entibcely forgetting our own. So good 
lEriends afi, ladies fidr and genil^ien of high 
degree, turn for cmce your thoughts towards tins 
tranqufl valley of sweet waters; and be your senti- 
ments what they may, — ^however they may ding to 
Ae pleaisnres of the great city or to more hcMUely 
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pursuits — still will you find a i»ctiu?e <^ Nature 
that Claude could never paint in k» Mmple beau^ 
or tlie pen of man deseribe. And if 90^ I can-* 
not admit the justiee of &e merit awarded to^ 
those who spend thousands in ^ deeoratioHs of a 
ejiutdbi, and yet refuse their mate to aid the hand 
of industiy^ to ^xuve the dignity and happy re- 
sults of labour. Yet, for all thalv the outward acts 
do not ef^er prove the inward feelings. So go and 
beheld that little gilded temfite iti the West; and if 




THE CBOSS, CASTLE COMBE. 

the sight be to you as was it to me, like the sight 

of some elaborately-decorated Roman devotional, 
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for all that it is worthy a visit and does foil justice 
to the painters and gilders thereon employed. And 
while in thought yon compare it with some of our 
mmple and unostentatious village churches^ you 
may also bear this in mind^ — there's more true en- 
lightenment, there's a higher purpose and a nobler 
view of life, in the humblest English village than 
in the proudest halls of the Eternal City. 

But now, most worthy member of the College, 
while we recline beneath this roof tree of Old 
England's oaks, with the blue vault of Heaven for 
a canopy, and a carpet stretching out to yon valley 
such as the looms of the world could never ap- 
proach in beauty, &vour us with the tale of the 
Cross, and add another gratification to tiie many 
we are already indebted to you for. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



**SliallI begin then, friends mine, according to 
olden times, (for my tale relates to days when these 
aged trees were in their infancy or acorns of the 
forest,) " once npon a time*'— or, as we have it in 
this educational era — ^by some Hebrew quotation t 
Neither. Well, be it according to your desire. 
Where once yon modem castle stands which now 
so romantically peeps in the distance from the rich 
woodlands, well nigh a league I fancy from the spot 
where we three so peaceftQly ruralize, there stood — 
at least so history teUs us — so far back as the reign 
of Bang Stephen, one of nobler pretensions, built 
by Walter De Dunstanville. The structure appears 
to have occupied the whole summit of the hill, and 
you may even now behold remains of the intrench- 
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ments formed for its defence, sufficient to indicate 
its original strength and importance. At what 
period it was dismantled cannot now be ascer- 
tained, but it must have been prior to the com- 
mencement of the fifteenth centoiy, when Castle 
Combe was noted for a custom once generally 
observed, but which appears to be dwindled into 
the annual pi&-nics which are still held there, as I 
believe having already named, by permission of the 
liberal owner of the domain. 

"At the time of which I speak, however, the 
inhabitants used to meet annually, about Whit- 
suntide, at what was th^i termed a ^Chur(di-«11,' 
with the laudable intent of distributing ahns to the 
indigent, and at the same time to ^ve vent, by 
amusement, to those joyous feelings which all 
noble actions must necessarily in^ire. Aubrey, 
who mentions this custom, supposes it to have 
origbated from the Agapas^ or love feasts of tho 
primitive christians. K such were the case, the 
blessed feelings which inspired the good villagers 
were worthy of all praise; and joyous I trust werei 
the hearts of those who met to dance by the light 
of ti^ moon in proportion to the good acts of charily 
their hearts dictated. If so be, however, that the 
Agaped of the neighbouring county take its idea 
from such a data, I can only say, if report speak 



AND THE EXHIBITION. 103 

truly, diey have made a most detestable error by 
taming Christian acts into selfish and sensual abomi-- 
nations^ which the Government wonld be justified 
in oveiiiauling. 

^^Be it as it may, the castle is supposed to have 
stood in its present foundation when the gallant 
Sir John Fastolf, who had mamed Milicent, the 
widow of one Stephen Scrope, became in her right 
possessed of the rich domams you observe lying 
yonder in the vale below. Now, Sir John Fastotf, 
K.G'., was a courtier cf renown, bold and chivabous 
— a man who loved the good things of this life, and 
equally loved to share them with his neighbours ; 
a ftct the more to be credited, when I tell you that 
he is supposed to be no less a personage than the 
prototype of the immortal bard's Falstaff. 

<*Fftl8taff, forsooth ! The very mention of his 
name fills my heart with gratitude to Shakespeare. 
How many a way has he begrdled me ; how many 
a day of sorrow has he helped to make cheerftil ; 
how often has he caused the winter's bright fire to 
bum mcHfe cheerfully, the summer's storm to fell 
as a r^*eshing shower of the moment, though it 
lasted for long hours, while I liave been in fiiendly 
converse with the treasures of thy glorious mind I 
Shakespeare ! thy great name strikes to the veiy 
heart's core wifli delist and admiration ; and yet 
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how many thousands, aye, tens of thousands, are 
there who dwell through the Uvelong day on the 
veriest trash that printer^s eyes were ever wearied 
in deciphering, but hdve never perused a Une of thy 
glorious productions — of thy unrivalled and un- 
equalled genius. Falstaff I thy name fills my mind 
with memories long passed. Forgive me for this 
quotation : — 

^^ Go fetch me a quaart of sack, and put a toast 
in't. Have I lived to be carried in a basket 
like a barrow of butcher's offal, and to be thrown 
into the Thames t Well; if I be served such 
another trick I'll have my brains ta'en out, and 
buttered, and give them to a dog for a new year's 
gift. The rogues slighted me into the river with as 
Uttle remorse as they would have drowned a bitch's 
blind puppies — ^fifteen i* the Utter ; and you may 
know by my size that I have a kind of alacrity in 
sinking. If the bottom were as deep as hell I 
should go down. I had been drowned but that 
the shore was shelvy and shallow — a death that I 
abhor, for the water swells a man; and what a 
thing should I have been when I had been swell'd I 
I should have been a mountain of mummy." 

By the lance I am called onto wield in the aims 
truly of my neighbours, I feel that for the great 
bard I could have shivered one in the lists, were it 
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onlj to uphold the superiority of his wit over all 
men living or dead I wot of." 

^^Well done, gentle Esculapius/* exclaimed 
Clifford; *^ forsooth, I &acj after all you have 
selected a profession ill befitting your high sense of 
diiyalry in war and admiration of the b$Ues lettres. 
Thoroughly, however, do I agree with you in 
reference to that great mind, who so true, so 
perfect, in his delineation of the virtues and errors 
of man, and equally true to Nature.^ But proceed, 
I beg of you. We are all eagerness for the sequel 
of your fltory.'* 

'^ Be it so; but the recollections of the great poet 
have almost banished all else from my ever flighty 
memory. Yet the thought of sweet Anne Page 
brings me to the knight, and of him I was speaking. 
Yet permit me first a refreshing draught from this 
mountain stream* I will fancy it a bottle of sack, 
brewed by Mistress Quickly, and drink to the 
memoiy of him who in the hearts of men will 
never die. But of the knight, a soldier both gene- 
rons and jovial-*— he was wont, such report at least 
declares, to make the old casile merry with hospi- 
tality ; and if one stone of its foundations could 
bnt rise and speak, I fency many a tale could be 
told whose strange reality and interest would fiur 
Borpass all fiction. Need I tell you, gentlemen, 
VOL. I. o 
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who partake of what are termed the pleasures of 
luristocratic society^ that even in these days of tme 
freedom, when the voice of the hmnblest man 
who lives is permitted to speak his mind; the 
baronial halls of the land we live in are open to 
the hospitable meetings of friends and neighbours, 
and when the leaf of summer fisdl^ the fires blaze 
right cheerily in kitchen.range and festal hall ; and 
could we but peep into the interior of many of 
these splendid homes, we should there witness noble 
dames and the fiurest of England's daughters ga- 
thered together in daily communion with minis- 
ters of state, chieftains of high renown, lords and 
commoners of hi^ degree, and lovely children. So 
was it then, in ruder thou^ by no means in less 
hospitable abundance in the time of our fore&thers. 
^* On one of these occasions Sir John had ga- 
thered around him a gracious company. Whether 
the bold knight was truly the personification of him 
of the Buck Basket, you will pardon me for not 
asserting, for I had not the honour of his personal 
acquaintance. Moreover, he might or might not 
have been as portly in person or as addicted to the 
pleasures of life as is recorded. At all events, hncy 
him as I am willing to do, save in the fact of his 
somewhat over despotic bearing — ^probably the 
feshion of the tunes in which he lived. With his 
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death, however, or rather the demolitioii of the 
casde, even such proceedings appear to have 
vanished) for a more generous and liberal race do 
not exist than those who now lay claim to the an- 
cestral line. 

" It was long, long years now flown — ^I scarcely 
know how many, probably three centuries — ^that a 
gay party might be seen assembled in the flat park 
land beneath yon wooded hill. Sir John, mounted 
on a large black hunter or waivhorse, led the van: 
By his side, on a white palfi!ey, rode a beauteous 
lady, young and fiur as the lily which grows by 
the streamlet's side. Following in company were 
gentlemen and &ir ladies of all degrees, who, visit- 
ing at the castle, had gone forth on that beautiftil, 
bright morning, for the hunting of the hawk — a 
gracefid and healthful pastime, which has well nigh 
for ever vanished from our fiither land, save in the 
memoiy of the past, which memoiy however is 
kept alive in the person of the Lord High Falconer 
to Her Migesily Victoria and the occasional efforts 
made to restore the sport. Gallantly they rode, that 
merry party, followed by pages, Mconers and led 
horses. Fancy them, if you will it, or request 
Landseer or Taylor to draw you a picture, graced 
by their genius, which this ill-conditioned pen of 
mine will scarcely permit me to sketch to the life, 
VOL. I. o 2 



108 THE WSST OF EKGUklCD 

though as I look on the vale the pageant passes 
before me. Joyously they rode along the winding 
stream, feathers flying and horses prancing — a right 
gladsome party. Yet, if my eye dece^ye me not 9X 
this distance, he who now casts the many-coloccred 
fly so skiUally on the surface of the same rippling 
stream which rippled thai, centuries long aince^ 
as it now glides on — ^with his head covered by that 
most light and serviceable yet vulgarly named 
' wide-awake/ has more of the true sportsman at 
heart and more desire to obtain it as delightM 
pastime than any of l^at calvacade which I have 
endeavoured to place before you, though his object 
is skilfully to entrap the speckled trout, while they 
flew at higher game — ^the heron and llie eagle. But 
yet not seldom was the shaft wilfully misdirected to 
pierce the heart of many a gentle dove. In &ct, 
smile though you may, Linton, these hawking 
parties were merely pleasant, exciting, out-door 
pastimes — ^good occasions for love-making, under 
the bright heavens and beneath the . woodland's 
shade, wh^re many a fair girl lost her heart and 
many a gallant swore falsely to the Ibss of his. 
Such was a hawking party of the olden time^ 
when bright eyes lodged love instead of watdung 
the towering heron in the sky, or the dart of die 
eager hawk on his prey; and many a tender word 
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pasted lipft beautifiil.as the rose-bud, many a gentle 
fgeBoate of the hand was reoeived and returned^ 
while pretended gallantry asakted in the holding of 
the reins ; and still more graceM attention passed 
when the £KToarite cavalier was permitted to place 
the kdy of his love on the saddle of hor impatient 
steed or, as were she a child, lift her with courteons 
care to the ground. 

^' Not that there was not^ not that there is not, 
immense excitement in hawking — a right n^al spoacty 
though of all that I know oi apparently the most 
cruel ; ior does it not touch the heart to watch two 
of the same spedea fighting for life in mid air, 
till towering they fall, and fiJl to rise no more I 
And yet, though I have endeavoured to beUeve, and 
do believe, that more gallantly than sport took 
place on such occasions, still there were many who 
loved the sport of hawking with as much passion 
as do we in these days of civilization the hunting 
of the fox; and many a &ir lady too joined with 
eagerness in the pursuit, when a tale of love^ though 
pleaang to the ear, was only an additional excite- 
ment to the sc^ie. And such was iJae pleasure of 
the &ir lady who rode by the side of the gallant 
knight on that merry morning. ^ In good truth, 
Sir John,' she said, *your herons are ill protected, 
or your falconers are unworthy of their calling. Is 
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it not the will of his Grace the King that this me- 
lancholy bird should be ranked among the royal 
game, and be protected as such by the laws ? And 
yet we have ridden through the whole of your 
home domain without a rise, or even the sign of a 
bird, though I am assured you rigorously preserve 
them/ ^ I do so, &ir lady — not the less that they 
provide for me moments like the present, by your 
ftirside — ^for well I know when you honour my 
ancient abode the sport is as exciting to your lady- 
ship as to me the joy of admiring those bright eyes. 
But patience, I beseech you; should we meet with 
no success here, we willl pass through the village 
on towards Slaughteivford, and there the country 
becomes more open. Anything for your pleasure, 
dear lady. I will even dismiss my fisdconers, so be 
it you imagine the fault lies with their careless- 
ness that no hawk has yet been slipped.' ^ Fie, fie. 
Sir Knight; I am no tyrant in love or sport. 
What would the Lady Milioent say, did she hear 
all the flattering praises you bestow on me ? Ab 
for your falconers, good men ! 'tis not for them to 
provide herons at will; Ihe more so, as we have 
been daily served with them at your lavish board.' 
Sir John appeared highly amused, for well he knew 
the young lady, who, shaking her golden locks 
aside, cantered onwards on her beautiful palfrey. 
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cared little for the jealousy of the Lady MiUcent, 
m comparison to the attentions she received. So, 
pressing on his well-trained charger, he rode side 
by side with her along the stream. Still no heron 
ere they reached the Park gates, passing through 
which they approached the ancient church, where 
they beheld the worthy rector, and confessor to Sir 
Johtti who, standing at the porch, haQed the sport- 
ing party with a morning welcome. < Holloa T 
exclaimed the knight, ^how fiu^es it with you, 
Hones? Will your reyerence join our hawking 
party this bright morning? We have a fitting 
company of ladies &ir and gallant cavaliers, as you 
see. No! Well, then, we give you welcome at 
the Castle at the hour of dinner. We have a 
noble haunch, sent by the Abbot of Malmesbury, 
just fit for the spit, with fat lying firm and white 
an inch thick atleast. To thiswe will add a heron 
— fer I shall surely find one below the miU — ^well 
stuflSsd with pippins, and seasoned with a glass of 
Burgundy, well flavored even for a Cardinal. What 
say you, fiiar ?' *I will be punctual at the hour. Sir 
Knight; much thanks to your nobility, and suc- 
cess attend your sport!* And the friar did, as fiiars 
now do— <arossed himself, and rgoiced that the day 
was not one of &sting, and that he should therefi>re 
be enabled to take advantage of the good cheer 
offered without requiring absolution. 
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'^Onwaids the gallant party rode^ receiving as 
they cantored throng the little Tillage the respect* 
fbl homage of the serfe and good dames who came 
forth firom th^ door-ways to admire the passing 
cftTolcade. On the left stood the abode of the grey 
friar^ its outward appearance causing the imagina* 
tiim to dwell on the comfort which doobiless 
reigned within. Now, good friends, a half^lilapi* 
dated duster of cottages, still termed the Sectoiy 
-^-though forsootih the modem building jNPovided 
by the generosity of the present patrons — is an 
abiding-place which any man might envy, backed 
by a wide space, the receptacle of lumber and rub* 
bish, but which then formed a court-yard, behind 
which stands a ruined bam, o'ershadowed by luxu* 
riant and lofty woods, in the midst of which the 
whole hamlet reposes. The friar's abode was not, 
however, the only building whose outward appear* 
anoe caused a passing glance; for now, wh^^e 
many a woodbine and ros^-oovered cottage, whose 
feasant gardens filled with many«<xilonred flowers 
axe washed by the sparkling trout' staoeam^ there 
mi^t in the good knight's time be seen several 
snug and well-conditioned houses of a better dass. 
In one of these, whose well-kept lawn bord«»d the 
water, lived one who in our times would be teormed 
a retired gendeman— <me perhaps who has served 
his country well, eitber in the dvil service, or mare 
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probably in the well-fought battle field, to retire 
wounded and maimed for life on a small pittance 
doled out to him by a country who begrudges this 
hard-earned means of existence to those who have 
so greatly contributed to place that country in the 
prominent position it now so proudly holds." 

*^True, true," said Clifford; *^like an old war-horse, 
no longer able to work, is given to the hounds." 

'^To continue, however. This owner's name 
was Dunstanville ; a man of good bearing and, for 
the times, of some learning, if he could not boast o£ 
wealth ; such a man as might be welcomed any- 
where by his class, and would so be in our time. 
'Twas said he had travelled far, and had knowledge 
of the Foreigner; moreover, he bore the character 
of a brave and generous Christian. Thus, though he 
lived retired and apparently had some hidden cause 
of sorrow, he was respected by many, and among 
them Sir John rarely passed his abode without 
giving him ^ Good day.' On this bright morning 
he stood in the midst of his flowers, as the cavalcade 
rode down through the village; when the Knight, 
reining in his horse, thus saluted him : ' How feres 
&e times with you, Dunstanville? A bright and a 
glorious morning for a hawking party — ^such is our 
intended sport.' Dunstanville raised his cap, and 
returned the courteous salute : ' Almost too bright, 
Sir Knight; for the sun, dazzling the eyes of ihe 
VOL. I. p 
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hawks, often causes them to miss the stoop. For 
all that, yon will find plenty of herons beyond 
the mill of Hazel. If not, ride forward towards 
Longdean, and thence thyou^ Fwid, for the silv^^ 
vale by Mount Schilly, to the bcmler of Slaughter* 
ford.' 'Aye, Slaughterford,' said the Knight, <a 
battle-fi^. Methinks, good friend, you have rid- 
den in the van in many a gallant charge, thou^ 
litde you say on the subject. But what of your fair 
daughter, Cicely t-Hipeakittg of dazssling stins and 
bright eyes! Hefs are as bri^t as the sun kself, 
and forsooth as bllie as the vault of Heaven. Bid 
her come hence, that these feir dames may witness 
perfection in their race and that the young cava- 
liers — ^my visitors, who follow in my tawdn — ^may be 
gladdened by such a picture, and lose their hearty.*^ 
"Now Ciod^f, the only chiM of Dunstanvflle, 
was the idol of a doaiting ftither^s heart. He lived 
but for her, and had no hope but that of admim8tei>- 
ing to her happiness, no fear but <^fi!ng ere he couM 
consign her to the prote<!^{ion of one he considered 
worthy of he?. As he loved her, so had he loved 
her mother, who havkig (Med some four years fre^ 
viously, he had retired tK> this one of Nature's 
beautifol seclusion^^ to d^w neaarer to 1& heart 
the fond memory of her who was no more*— in his 
devotion to one whom God had left to gladden his 
remaining days. Whatever the devotion^ of Ae 
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fiilker to the daughter, that of the daughter to tibie 
fieitheF was aa beautiM in feeling aa m practice; and 
here amid the woodlands they passed their happy, 
peaeefdl tod contented life, amid their hodk& and 
flowers, kind and ohoritable to all, yet associating 
with few; indeed, save the grey firiar, xisctor of 
Combe, few ever shared their humble hospitality or 
society. DunstanviUe, nevertheless, had seen 
something of courts and courtiers. Alas I too much ; 
and the young Cicely had not ever mingled solely 
with the rose-bloom and carnation. Still how con* 
t^itedly sped their days, even in this seclusion, with 
her parent ! When the winter^s snow hung on the 
woodlands, and the day's light shortened into long 
evenings, she read aloud, or Ustened to tales of the 
unquiet times ; when the s\mmier*s sun gladdened, 
all Nature, her flowers and h^ out-door pursuits 
were joy to her ; when the rich autumn fruits 
hung in profusion on her woodland vales, she might 
truly say — 

* On rach acenei as this 
The Tial of the Almighty wrath 
Hath not, aa o'er tiio retiel dty, bnni** 



Or, 



■ Such scene is here; fbr -who that distant yiews 
Y«n ricbly-thited toreak «ndd peroaire 
Anght hnt the loveliest hues of Nature there? 
Softly the sober mom with yellow blends 
And gorgaona red eommlD^eB— cdloiura brfgHt, 
So nicely meeting those of duskier hoe* 
That it would seem a labour infinite 
To range each slmiils leaf thus skllAilIy.' 

VOL. I. P 2 
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^ And spring the beaatifol heart-dieeriiig luuv 
binger of suimner, fiiesli as the innocence of heat 
yonng mind — precnrsor of earth's ^dness and 
God's goodness — ^when the labonr of the hnsband* 
man is rewarded a hundred-fold, and all Natore, 
tme to the Maker's word, yields to the industry of 
man and proves the dignity of labonr, — ^tis then 
Flora spreads a carpet bedecked with flowers, 
spun in Nature's loom, more exquisitely lorely 
than the hand of man could form, with all his 
genius ; and in such scenes as these lived the 
young maiden and him whom she revered for him- 
self, as in memory of her much-loved mother— love, 
save the love of God, made more predous for the 
bounties He conferred in Nature^s beauties on man 
— ^none other had ever touched her heart. 

*' But she comes from beneath the jasmine and 
rose-covered porch uncalled, unconscious that a 
gay cavalcade of cavalier sportsmen stood before 
her home, hastening to join her fother in the 
garden on that bright morning— one which in after 
years was often called to memory with minglcfd joy 
and sorrow. Indeed she little imagined how many 
a bold eye glanced on her fair form from beneath 
flowing plumes and hunting caps— eyes accustomed 
to look with a gaze to which she had been but rardy 
accustomed — ^young, innocent, and beautifrd, yet rf 
high spirit and mind &r beyond the position in 
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which she lyas placed— ^though she Uved not for the 
tiine 'with them or among them ; yet finding herself 
so placed, none knew better how to demean herself 
— few were so gracefiil, few in such presence more 
capable of subduing an j attempt at proud or un- 
courteous bearing. 

** Sir John, the leader of the party, eren bowed 
low as he gave her greeting ; and the lady by his 
side deigned also to lower her aristocratic head, 
though, if the truth were told, a jealous pang 
passed through her heart at the si^t of one who, 
if she was considered of another class, in outward 
form and grace was in all respects her superior. 
Becollecty howerer, in other times, the distinction 
of position was as widely marked as it is now 
most absurdly amalgamated — an amalgamation, in 
its present spirit, scarcely less than injurious was 
feudalism and despotism to be abhorred ; yet how 
difficult, alas ! how impossible, to define it ! The 
uneducated and ignorant have as erroneous an idea 
of true nobiUty of mind and birth as have thousands 
better informed a thorough contempt for all nobility 
save the aristocracy of wealth. Mammon is their 
only thought — ^their only coveted station — ^their* 
sole desired heritage. True is it that many have 
defamed the honoured name which their fore- 
£Eithers may have won in some well-fought battle- 
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field, or by some still more no^e qualities of. 
mind; yet how few are they among the many 
admirable, high-minded, charitable and benevcdent 
of the higher class throughout the land we live in* 
Say nay who will, a UMHe noble, highno^undddt 
generous and charitable race does not exist than 
those who haye the right, by birth and mind, not 
Mammon, to number themseWes as. of the peerage 
of Old England — ^men who never turn their hearts 
against the poor, or those, fiN>m whatever dasa they 
may have sprung worthy of their fiiendship and 
protection. And I, though but a humble shoot 
from the great tree of nobility, hugging to my 
heart as I do all opinions tending to the civil and 
religious liberty of the people of this great king* 
dom, confess that I desire never to witness the day 
— ^and come it never will while England remains 
true to herself — ^that the titles of this race of de» 
scendants from the Saxpn and the Norman con- 
querors shall be erased firom the land; thou^. to 
confess in all truth, I would desire to number among 
the former rather than the latter, as I have never 
clearly ascertained the pride of descent fix>m a 
iForeign land* 

"But Cicely Dunstanville, whether descended 
from the Saxoi^ or the Norman line, was coie of 
Nature's fairest daughters. Graceful in person, 
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graceful in mind^ firm in purpose and affectionate 
in heart ; and though thoroughly sensible, as are all 
women, of just admiration, she sought only the 
admiration bestowed by those from whom to receive 
it was no dishonour, and not such as proceeds from 
the idle gallantry of the ignorant and unfeeling. 

**Abashedfor one moment she ' stood before the 
gaily-attired and hilarious hawking party^ in whose 
presence she had thus unexpectedly found herself; 
then, returning with much grace and dignity the 
courteous salute of the knight, as of the lady by 
his side^ and glancing her large blue eyes towards 
the remainder of the cayahCTS and la&s, added 
her widies to tiiose of her fiither, that thdr sport 
vii^ prove successful,'' 

Bttt I must leave the sequel fer another dtapter^ 



1 
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CHAPTER X, 



** Wishing all happiness to Dunstanville and his 
daughter, the party rode forward, save one, a jonng 
man bordering on thirty, of highly prepossessing 
manner and gracefbl bearing. He rode a splen- 
did hunter, which appeared all eagerness to stretdi 
its sinewy limbs in the chase, though not insensible 
that he it bore was the master, which well he 
proved by the graceM manner in which he sat in 
the saddle, as with the gentle hand he controlled 
his noble horse, while he lingered behind his com- 
panions, apparently to have one more word with 
Dunstanville and one more glance at his fiiir 
daughter; but this was ineffectual, for they had 
turned towards the house; and Goely, with her 
arm around the neck of her father, and the other 
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on the head of a noble hound^ was very soon deep 
in the mysteries of flowers and other simple deUghts, 
and had already well-nigh forgotten Sir John and 
his hunting party, who, riding briskly throngh the 
yillage, passed along Back Hill, towards Longdean. 
*Well, my Lord, what think yon of our Wiltshire 
lasses?* said a bluff Squire, who affected court airs, 
as the young man I have just named, putting his 
horse at a high timber fence, landed in the next 
field, as had a bird flown over it. * Well, my Lord, 
does your experience of courts enable you to say 
nay to my assertion, that a &irer form than her's we 
have just been greeted with ne'^ listened to a tale of 
love I* • ' Fair indeed,* replied the noble gentleman, 
who for the times in which he lived was not un- 
mindful that to sustain the rank which he bore it 
was necessary to do something more than flaunt in 
fine clothes at court festivals; he had therefore 
early joined the army, and feught with much gal- 
lantry and honour; moreover his heart was kind 
and geneilous, fer all that. He was at times led 
away, as are most men in his station, in t£e race 
of selfish pleasure; and a beautiful woman, more 
particularly in a position that he considered utterly 
distinct from his own, was as fair game as the 
beron that now rose slowly from beneath the mill 
of -Hazel, to tiiie joy of the party. < By Saint 

VOL. I. Q 
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liabert de LiHe^' added tiienoU&IiQr^ as agaiii> 
he put spiers to fata gattant karse (finr the siiiiiiitt 
bebnged to that fiuwly> of which, he mif^ wdll faes 
proud) ^in tnAh ilaet girl is bdantifid and gracefai^ 
faejrond <|aesti0n -f yet, if I exr nol^ ^^^^^^ ^ some^ 
thing in tfaoae hssgp bine eyes and &ir pale fiiee 
vpfaieh speaibp of ehaMctw and xmnd sndh as^ iraJI 
Bsten to no loii!« tafesi firom. anoh as joo aotd I^ 
Bs^Enbecs of a> Uceutkaiai court, aand oi^etheaeii^ 
squirearchy. But oiivaisda^ cat \tQ loae the; ehaie>! 
The gallant hikwk sfynkw his qtxarry finr a croiveztl 
W^xshhowherteyvieps ahreadgrabo¥0fakprej I^ooh 
wett to it^ poor horon^^jefiib are abeady dooiited> h^ 
ezdiiimed, aa ooce tnOre passing suMat of the rid^si 
the splendid aniltial on ift'hich he was BMurted 
crossed ihei brook hdam the xmlk of LMgde^ m 
his stride th«s di^taneiifg. hlsi o^napainiixas^ ^Bjjr 
St Gecxge he atrikeifih-^ good, omm I Y^ fiilr 
Cicely; one look a^ ihdeier bhie ^esi^-^OM^ look at 
that fiur coiuktQnance^ whosoe^e? you b<$. My heait 
already yeama towards yoii. Sti^Qck to the Meiy 
deathr he added, and not wilshont 90Bk»* feeling aa 
hawk and heron, h&nm wA hawk« wUrlei in^ mid 
air aaad then tdX heavily at his; &et« To leap from 
his horse and release thor heisea fii^Om ito deatvqjrer 
was biit the work of an. iBttaoit, a«d. readSy pev*- 
&i3(ned by thoa& accuvstoin^ to the qp<tft,»a«.waa 
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the noble lord. Th^^ taking the bridle in hand, 
he walked to nieet the i&loociers and party. 

'"< Well done^ my noble lord,* said the knight ; 
'a spleiuUd bird, and gallantly staruck 1 What say 
yov, &ir ladfes, shall we try fer anotlier loi^'-neck 
<0r pass lintMigli the woodlands for Aie castlet' 
^Anodicsrcihase, by all meaxisl' echoed the whole 
party. ^ The s«si k still higk in the West, and all 
Nature here is bright to the eye ; and,' added the 
-good-hnmonred sgnire we hove named, ^ while this 
fresh air adds charms to those already so &ir, by 
my faith exercise is the beert; sauee I wot of to se- 
•enre an appetite fen* the promised haunch ; so give 
rein to your palfbeys, sweet ladies, and see who shall 
first witness the death of one of those bijrds which 
I see yonder by the water's bank.' Suffice it, 
miother h^*on rose, another hawk was slipped for 
the prey, and another heron died; and with re- 
newed merriment the party crossed the small river 
hdow Ford) and, skirting the Wraxhall woods, 
passed the homestead, termed ^ THie Shrub" — ^why, 
those who live their best can tell the reason — 
descended through the beauteous golden vale of 
Combe, and, winding up yon steep side, dismounted 
before the castle portals. 

"* Pardon me, dear lady,' said the bluff, but 
courteous knight, throwing himself heavily fix)m 
VOL, I. Q 2 
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the saddk^ 'one moment, till I give you aid. 
There^ jou are free fixxm the stirrup ; he not, too 
hiusty, or you may injure those faiiy feet and ancles, 
which honour the very earth on which they tread^ 
but were made^ by my knighthood, only to press 
the pile of a velvet carpet from the looms of Lyons 
or from Persia.' * Fie, fie, Sir John,' she replied^ 
not insensible to admiration, as common to har ears 
as.the wind of heaven, at the same time casting a 
sidelong glance at the noble young lord, who, dis- 
mounting from his gallant steed, remained as if in 
tiiought — at least as if unmindful that he was in 
the presence of gay ladies, yet far less fair than 
was the gentle being on whom he had gazed witii 
admiration that morning, and whom he had also 
folly determined to see again. 

^' Two hours are passed, and in a noble hall, the 
walls of which. were surroimded by banners and 
armour and other, trophies of war, on which the 
rays of the golden sun cast its dazzling hues, the 
same party were again assembled at the festive 
board, with the addition of the Lady Milicent, some 
gentlemen of high repute belonging to tiie neigh- 
bourhood, and the grey friar, Hones, rector of 
Combe, dressed in his clerical garb, and awaiting 
with anxious expectation the onslaught on the &t 
and savoury haunch. It would be difficult, my 
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firiends, clearly to explain to you the hospitality of 
days of which I speak. I may ftirly say, however, 
if the same spirit of refinement, elegance, and 
French cookery reigned not then as in onr time, 
f<H»ooth food in sufficient quantity was not wanting. 
Wine in abundance. :oeased not to flow. Term it a 
dinner if you will, for such it wonid be now, or a 
supper — all the same, to some of the party at least, 
who thought &r more of the savoury dishes and the 
sparUing bumpers at the moment than all else in 
life. Yet the thoughts of some among ike number 
were &r away; and to others the happiness nearer 
at hand not less engrossing. The ladies, having 
removed their riding-gear, were dressed in all the 
splendour of the time consistent with their rank ; 
the gentlemen no longer jingled in spurs and 
plumes, but were still in gallant attire. For my 
part, fair or plain, I know of no more graceful 
costume than the riding-habit of modem days — ^not, 
however, the riding-habit with an extra floimce or 
mainsail, that tailors have invented I presume 
to charge for extra cloth, but the plain, well-made, 
gracefal habit worn by the lady who has a lady's 
taste to wear it. The man's hat, with the addition of 
a rosette or dahlia stuck on one side, is as odious to 
the sight as the cap — the unsuitable flower-pot — 
worn by our gallant soldiers ; and the * Wide-a- 
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"wake^' (odious name for a most useful head-apiece^) 
Atojx^ a trifle tettec, pavtioiiterty if a wgmik 
•eje and m poating lip peep from benefldi it, stSL 
<3Peqdres a somewhat ariBtocnitic isoxxcix of the hand 
of tdste to makB it v/kmt I would with «il hnoSkty 
Aemre to see it on a hiiy^s head. 

^ But I T&mVliQ firom ancient halls to l3ie paorks 
.and fa;f&4ane8 of Meny England, whefe m «{iring 
and summer time^Hi^^ in nnd "winter and autunaai 
'too — nK»?e fur women and fine horses, wdl dzesused 
and weU ridden, may n^fw be seen &an ihroogh 
the length and breadth of crrfliaed Eujr^; and it 
is metliinks as beautiful a picture as the eye of man 
need dwell on. 

<^The lady who during the morning's qiort had 
been the knighlf s companion now sat on hi« right, 
di^ssed somewhat more splendidly than the time 
and place required. Tis possible she had a heart 
to lose, or that she had lottt it, Aough unrequited, 
to him who, though beseeming his rank was most 
edmply attired, held the same place by the side of 
the Lady Milioent. The Squire De Lille, foil 
of good humour and courteous bearing, seated be- 
tween two other ladies, conversed merrily of the 
morning's sport, while the whole 'party thus as- 
sembled w^^ as cheerful as such parties ought to 
be, and as I should wish they ever were. 
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^ Gxaoe bcdag said hjr the friar, the good thkft^ 
liiider whcNse weight tbe hosod groaned were^ doiw^ 
fiiSjustketoaileastsogoesmytale. 'TiocU^feeeh 
froBQi iny peesecve'^rosy^ my lady, as the Uiiish on 
your dieehy wafted hjf the moniii^s breeze; aad 
]al», whiter aikd fioe^ filled with podding fit fca a 
Piior on fiifil-day& What say you^ Hcoaesf But 
dimifirs.ave diimeya sttU, as w^re th^ then, saire 
ihait a trifle mof^ of saiad. is thrown into* the monnes 
of eajoymg them, and ka» of aensuality* In. &^ 
men in high life eat rather in appeeeiation of the 
ariaflte^ tiban. with any consid^ratioii of the ahosr 
dance* What say yon, Soyerl While many an 
EkDgHsh cooky probaUy your equa^ if not youi 
superior^ in the gastronomic airt, and yet possessing 
no GraUie name i» deemed unw<»rthy of Ina caLUng^ 
term yourself Monsiettr Frioandean, or VolaiH 
venty aak an income equal to that c^ a colon^ in 
the army, wear a paper cap and a snow-whit^ 
ugpoiBf and yon will oat*S(^er 8oyer« 

^'Nnmerons weire the nKeaanres of claret and 
Bnrgondy discussed, and endless the ineasion^ mad^ 
in the tboble haxmch, while the^ heron^i staffed with 
pippins, yanished bodily. Merry were the assem* 
bled party, all save one. He had been stimek, as the 
hawk had struck his prey, deep to the heart's coiie. 
Sir John, wa3 joyous and hospitable ; and I have 
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heard that when the friar rose to grant a benediction 
on the feast he was observed to hold fast by the 
table; — more^ that when his worthy hoosekeeper (for 
such was the fiushion of the times) came with her 
lantern to see his reverence safe home to his dormi- 
tory; it was with much difficulty she preveaited him 
from walking into the river or over the battlements 
of the bridge, instead of through the gates to his 
own residence. He crossed himself as he passed 
near to the beautiful church tower of St. Andrews, 
which still stands amid the woodlands; but for- 
getting for the moment his godly calling, the echo 
of sighing winds seemed to say, *' Venison, fit for a 
Cardinal ! Give me such a haunch daily, and I will 
absolve thee, Sir Knight, for all thy peccadilloes, 
were they as countless as yon stars. Heigho, good 
dame ! what a heron, flavoured with spice and 
citron ! — ^fit eating for his Eminence the Pope — Grod 
preserve him I Trout, rosy as a lassie's lips P Here 
he gave a sUght-loving pinch to his worthy house- 
keeper, who naturally absolved him. ^ Wine ! what 
nectar ! By the garb I wear, I feel somewhat mys- 
tified, or I preach in errc» of this wicked world. 
Give me but such dinners as I have eaten to-day, 
and I could Uve for ever. To-morrow, a day of 
fiist ! Bah ! That means another feast. Oh ! for 
one more cut at that glorious haunch, and t would 
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absolve myself.' Here he reeled, and fel against 
liis own door. Who saw him? says man. Not one, 
save his companion, say I — ^that is, in the village ; 
for all his parishioners had long gone to rest — even 
Ihmstanville and his sweet child. Would she have 
asked that question? No ; indeed no. And why? 
She knew little and cared less for absolution^ for 
she numbered among the very few who then held 
to the faith of her mother^ who was a Protestant; 
and when all was still save the rushing of the 
streamlet or the whispering of the summer leaves, 
she threw wide her casement and looked forth 
into her beautifiil small garden, from which she 
inhaled the perfume of sweet flowers ; then, casting 
her beautiful eyes toward the star<-lit heaven, she 
breathed a prayer to Him from whose eye nothing 
is hidden, and then retiring to rest slept calmly 
as the infant in its mother's arms. Who forsooth 
required more than, did this dear girl to direct her 
heavenly thoughts than to have read the lines, then 
as now daily before her in the church of her village 
home — words which are stQl there, and still to be 
read and engraven on the heart's core : — 

' Christ is the only salre tor evsri sore ; 
Learn him wight— ye nesde to leanie no more.* 
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CHAPTER XI. 



** Cicely slept, undisturbed by fe^^msh dreams, 
caused by die cares of fife — a calm, imbroken, re- 
freshing sleep — Grod's own balm, to soothe man^s 
restless heart : 

* Tea, Bweet is nightr tin bralind and weacy beart 
UtT^ ted Its vMUte imn. ito I 



Had way one entered lliait pretty ehamber, whete all 
was suited to its mifltrtBas, what a pictore of sweel 
innooenoB aad peace would they haTB koked o»( 
Her elegant wett-^Kwmed hcNid lay eui^iienied oa a 
pillow white 9» Alpine snow^ the beaotifcil snott 
ear escaping from her chistering hair,, her large frill 
eyes closed in sleep overshadowed by the long silken 
eye-lash, her delicate white hand thrown on the 
coverlet — ^fit model for a sculptor. May God bless 
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and watch over the sweet girll Sleep onl May thy 
shimherB be as refreshing as thy awaking joyous I 
To look on such a scene, methinks, would make 
eyen the villain heart overflow with kindly feelings 
and remorse. The good man pray on, that sorrow 
ne'er be thine, or thy slumbers disturbed by sin or 
ncknessi Look around that room, fit abiding-^laee 
for its gracefol inmate, offering full proof of the 
taste and mind of her who slept. Her full red 
lips half open now move, as were she about to 
awake ; but no— it is only a passing thought which 
crosses the mind even in sleep. This we term a 
dream. 

* And doifc Uum diMm tliat tomA fhy dimpled mioath 
Flay angels' imUes ? That fhus thy tiny hand 
Undoeee, as to grasp some fleeting thought, 
Ilien moveless ftlls againt Do visions pass 
The nnstalned portals of thy pure yoong mind. 
Of bbds and flowers and inflmt Jojrs, 
Tliat at thy wAUng meet Ihy opening gase? ' 



*'The scenes and actors of the previous day flit 
wildly through the brain even when sleep, sound 
as the sleep of death, holds the weary body in a 
trance. Not seldom scenes &r distant, persons long 
dead, thoughts we desire not, cross the sleeping 
imagination. Again we dream at seasons (I can 
scarce disbelieve but such is the will of Grod,) to 
warn us of approaching danger or of joy, and lead 
the awaking mind in some preparation for coming 
VOL. I. B 2 
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events. Such has been, such may be again. Were 
the sleeping thoughts which passed even through 
the undisturbed mind of this fair girl warning her 
of coming events which throw their shadows before, 
or were they placing before her the gay cavalcade 
which had enlivened the village the previous day? 
Did she witness in that moment of dreamy delusion 
him who had gazed on her with such admiration? 
Who can say? She sleeps. 

''Near the window hangs a bird-cage; its inmate 
also rests. When the light of morning breaks in 
the East once more thy joyous note, sweet bird, 
will awake thy fond and careful mistress to another 
day of lifers innocent enjoyments amid her flowers 
and pets. Shrink not, proud ladies, in horror or 
disgust, which you feel not for far more unnatural 
foucies, when I add that, stretched on two large 
skins of the red deer, at the very foot of this &ir 
girl's couch, lay a noble hound — ^a sentry as bold 
and true as those who bestride their gallant black 
chargers beneath the portals of the Horse Gruards. 
Flowers of the fairest bloom bedecked her table, 
while over the back of a prie-Dieu, or that which 
would now be termed an ancient, elaborately-carved 
oak chair, was thrown her embroideiy work, at the 
foot of which were carelessly placed a pair of morocco 
slippers — ^fit coverings for feet as matchless as her 
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hancL Books were there also ; and on a small table 
by the bed a Bible, despite the times, lay open by 
her side, proving what had really been her last occu- 
piation previous to retiring to sleep. Oh I fair girl, 
may your life be as calm as your repose I 

"Let lis now turn from this picture of calm 
village life to that of the baronial castle. The fes- 
tivities are o'er, the buttery is closed, the wine- 
flagon empty ; lords, knights and commoners have 
retired ; their numerous retainers, more noisy, 
forsooth, as more difficult to Subdue by libatioivs or 
gaistronomic indulgence, have retired also. • Do they 
all slumber in pieace and innocence ? I fear not. 
Let us hope so. We can only speak of one — ^the 
young Lord Badlesmere. True, no real love had 
entered his heart ; those who imagine in such mo^ 
mentary feelings have never felt the true one. 
Nevertheless, his &ncy was excited in no common 
degree ; and this, together with the feverish feelings 
increased by a &tiguing da/s sport and high living, 
was quite sufficient to destroy sleep. Add to this, 
his thoughts flew back to the fair girl who had de- 
lighted his eyes in the morning and — ^must I add? 
— ^pleased his sensual fendes. Thanks be to God, in 
this the year 1851 the titled and the humble cot- 
tager axe estimated by their neighbours more in 
accordance with their acts than in regard to their 
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pondon. I speak as of the weU-judging and edu- 
cated mass of the people. True; there axe manj in 
whose eyes a lord is a hxi, diffiaiing in all respects 
fix>mall other classes; ofthesqiiire,^heis judged hy his 
rentrroU; and the cottager nothii^ more than a sort 
of being who eats faread and bacon, if he can get 
them, and works, if he can get work, at times but 
for poor remnnetation. With this latter class, mind, 
good condnct and high principle have nought to do 
witih the matter* A lord is a lord, a cottager a cot* 
tag^. Happily, most happily, as I have abready had 
occasion to observe^ there exists not a more noble 
race than England's nobility of the present day, 
with few exceptions. And this very nobility, if the 
truth be known, are above all men those who most 
respect and are respected by the humbler class, 
more particularly in the rural districts. Betum we 
to the year 1450. A lord was then all-powerful, 
as regards the people, to look with eyes of fmcied 
love even on a girl of the middling class, which 
the daughter of a soldier of fortune might then 
be deemed who had fought under the banners of 
old England. 

^'To do him justice, however. Lord Badlesmere, 
though somewhat vain of his rank and not less so 
of the renown he had won by his gallantry in the 
field — ^a courtier by birth and position, and as such 
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not blind to the licence given to men of his class^*— 
-mm yet neither wanting in heart or principle. In 
the thom^tleasness ai the moment^ or carried away 
by fiaeling or any strong excitement^ he was capaUe 
of committing great fenlts. Having oonmiitted them, 
however, none fielt moxe keenly the remorse they 
occasioned him-*4ione were more ready to retrieve 
them. Moreover^ he was by no means insensible 
to female charms; but had those charms mecely 
iooched his senses, and not the finer feelings of 
his natme, by a combination of mental quaUfica^ 
tions the fancy wonld have vanished as soon as 
created. Neither was he without discrimination of 
character; and even the passiog view he had been 
enabled to take of Cicely's countenance was siiffi- 
d&at to cause him to bdlieve that mere personal 
beauty was the very least of her charms. The sun 
had therefore scarcely risen above the woods which 
sorroonded the valley over which the windows of 
the castle looked, than he had left his feverish conch 
and sought the fresh air of the park. Alcme and 
tbon^tfnl he walked towards the village long ere 
the inmates of the castle had arisen. For a mo- 
ment he stopped to look on the ancient tower of St. 
Andrews, and then, with lingering stespSy ap- 
proached the residence of Dunstanvffle, not, as he 
had hoped, to watch the closed casement of Cicely, 
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which was abeady thrown open, while the inmate 
of the cage, which now hung without, half shrouded 
in jasmine and honeysuckle, was sending forth its 
cheerful and melodious notes. . Sing on, sweet 
bird I thy music softens the heart of man. But 
her he sought was not there, he. ventured to enter 
the little wicket and passed into the garden of many- 
tinted flowers. Scarcely had he crossed the lawn^ 
however, ere he beheld the owner busy among 
his treasures. With the bearing natural to his 
race he courteously saluted the aged soldier, and 
with apologies for the intrusion requested permission 
to vidit a home which outwardly offered so many 
charms. 

"'You are welcome, my Lord, to my humble 
abode, cr any fiiend of the noble knight Sir John ; 
but methinks you wiU find in our simplidly little 
to repay you for deserting the fair ladies and gallant 
courtiers of the castle. But you are welcome, I 
repeat, to my humble abode, and do me honour.' ' I 
thank you. Let me ask you of your fair daughter. 
Some apologies are due to her for yesterday^s in- 
trusion. Why take you no part in my fiiend 
Fastolfs hospitalities! He speaks of you, doubt- 
less as you deserve, in high praise. More, your 
daughter would grace his baronial halls by her 
presence.' 
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^'My Lord, you torg/ei our station and the 
tunes. You see before you one who bears a high 
name, but who ne^^erthdess has served his country, 
if with some honour, yet only as a soldier of Fortulie^ 
Mor^ — this my beloTed daughter^ of whcxii you speak 
in such praisey is a m^nber <^ the Protestant faith 
-^h^ mothex^s. I have put this confidence in one 
whose fiioe bespeaks honesty of mind and truth 
of heart. My Lord, a soldier, thotigh young as 
you are, who in Ihe blood««tained field of battle has 
shown sttdi galkntry as you have, aild of which I 
atft not ignoraht— <in0 of your noble birth will not 
belie his rank or manhood by miscoilception* We 
live here happy in our retirement, happy in our- 
selvas. My whcde life is centred in her to whom 
I shall gladty make you known. We seek no 
courts or couiiets, thoi^^h the knight of these 
domains treatil us with all ootirtesy and kindness.' 
And with thiSj passing throogh an open door which 
led into his simple abode, he added^ ^ Cicely^ my 
I ddld ; the Lord Badlesmere honotirs oui^ hulnble 

I dwelling thus early $ make him welcome, imd cSs^ 

1^ a share of our momiag'd me^.' 

<«<nis Lordship is kind, and X wiU reHdily 

dd my all to make stieh as we have te givey fess 

htttnble in eompfirisoik to tfadt which he has left. 

IS&mif Nadir ! dowti diirlingi it is a &knd' 

VOL. I. s 
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These words she addressed to the noble hound, her 
fidthful companion, who walking round the visitor 
gave one gentle growl, and then apparently satis- 
fied with his inspection lay quiedj down by his 
mistress. ' And you, Hawk/ c^be added, speaking 
to another pet, a remaikably small but beautiful 
terrier, ^show more respect to our guest' And 
aft^ this, and a welcome which would have done 
honour to the proudest court lady, she hastened to 
prepare the morning's meaL 

^' I cannot teU you, fiiends, of what ihat morn- 
ing's meal was composed. I will leave you to 
convert your tea, coffee, toast and eggs into the 
simple yet abundant £aure of the time& All was 
served, however, with such elegance as drcnm- 
stances admitted; and if the heart of the noble 
visitor could have been feurly read, it would thus in 
words have spoken: ^If I thought the girii beau-* 
tiful on whom my eyes yesterday dwelt as she 
stood amid her flowers, I have now discovered that 
that beauty was li^t as a feather in the scale to the 
charms of her mind and the grace of her bearing.* 
For there sat Cicely, attired in all the simplicity of 
her station ; her fair hair hung in graceful ringlets, 
free from ostentatious ornament ; her well-fitting aU 
tire, neat yet elegant ; firank and courteous and 
mild her words, as she did all honour to her &ther's 
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visitor, never for an instant losing sight of the daily 
little endearments which belonged to him by the 
right oi affection, and which were administered by 
the hand of love ; and yet as apparently nnconscioos 
of the admiration which glanced from Baddlesmerc*s 
eyes as was she mindfdl of those loving ones with 
which hers were sought by the much-valued animals 
which lay at her feet. 

^* * What sport, my Lord, did our vales ofler you 
yesterday!' said Dunstanville. *Methought the 
day was somewhat too bright for a hawking party. 
Nevertheless, hawks such as the Elnight can 
daim will strike even when the sun is high, for 
they have the eagle's eye. You rode a noble horse, 
such as your good &ther rode when he led a gallant 
charge, and even then the most r^iowned knight 
of the army. I have seen him in the battle-field, 
and honoured his name ; and when I heard (for quiet 
as we live, tales unsought do sometimes greet us in 
this seclusion,) that he who rode the jet black 
hunt^ with one bound across the brook at Long- 
dean vale was the young Lord Badlesmere, I told 
my Cicely 'twas only such as your noble &ther 
would have done, with lance in rest, if the enemy 
to his country and his rightful king had lined the 
opponte bank.' 

<* 'And she ftdly agreed with you, that the feat 
VOL. I. s 2 
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waa only owe that her palfrey wofuld have pei>- 
foimed,' replied his Lordship, ^ had this spleadid 
hound led the way in the chase of the finest pior 
of anilera in yonder park V 

*^ ^Fie> fie> my Lord; yon do me injustice. Ilore 
tkie noble ajwia), the horse, not less than I do Ijiese 
dnmby fiuthM brutes, under whose protection I 
should fear not to face the woodlands even in tiie 
darkness of night Mo^,-r-the man who partakes 
the courage of the gaOant beast he rides, and puts 
not the animal's powers to a cmel test, but yet feai» 
not to avail himself of ikk^n in the ardour c^ the 
ehase, is rarely wanting in courage when the hoar 
of danger calls him, and is ever courteous in the 
presence, of the^ weaker sex/ 

^< Cicely uttered these sentiments as c^Jmly aa she 
&lt them, not addres^ng th^oi. individually to him 
who drank in all her word^, bat kk ike true spirit 
in which th^ were ujttered. But I must linger no 
longer on scenes such as tiiese, for I have still far to 
yrander, and the assembled party at the castle, are 
already wondering at the young nobleman's absence. 
So with a friendly feting, and the hope that their 
peacefrd home might be again &youred with his 
presence — ^for by kind and courteous manners he 
had already won their respect — ^he bid adieu to 
Dunstanville and his fair daughter, and leisurely 
returned to the castle. 
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^^Whatw<H*e im thoii^ts and &almg» as ht 
once more passed through the park? As they have' 
heesk written, ao viU I diselose tbem. 

'^ He had riisen aiftear a sleepless xaghty <»ce more 
to look oB &et fidr &Qe of a TiUage girl. His other 
intentions it would be diffiedlt to define; but thej 
were sunply those of a young courtier whose for** 
tmiQ was larg^ whose will had rarely been contrar 
dieted, and whose suceessfol gallantries, even among 
the class he lived, h^d rather liaised him than other* 
ime. in the estimation of those among his associates, 
not less so in those o£ many a high-born lady, to 
whom one tender glance or one pressure of his hand 
er one love token would have added happiness. 
He thought an hour or two daily passed in a rural 
flirtation would wile, away the time not otherwise 
devoted to the chase or the pleasures of the table ; 
and tO' jfoeter a passion in the heart of a young girl 
whom all had spok^oi of in such praise after the 
hawkiBg of the day prevkms would be: only to add 
to the number of his gallantries^ 

^ But I have already said Badlesmere ia mind 
pr heart was no libertine. Nature had made hmi 
far otherwise; position and associations alone had 
(wosed him to deviate &om a right course, of which 
his fine mind, in better moments, most ftilly ap- 
proved. Thus, this slight intercourse with this feir, 
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kind, gentle-hearted girl had therefore at once scat* 
tered, Hke chaff from before the wind, aQ evil 
thoughts, all wild desires, save thoee naturally incited 
by the feelings of love and admiration; and all that 
was good in his nature, all that was noble^ rose as 
a feather in life's stream, cast into the wandering 
river of his thoughts by her whom he had toof^ 
ndered but one day before as he would have 
thought of any daughter of the peo|de possessed of 
silken hair and bright blue eyes. 

*' And Cicely, what of her? Had the burning 
and all-powerM passion of real hxve abeady 
touched her young heart I No. Love save that 
of child to a fond and indulgent parent was the 
most powerful feeling she had hitherto experienced. 
More : she beheld their visitor as one so &r bqrond 
her in position, and that at an era wh^d distinctions 
were most strongly defined, that the single idea 
of pleasing association with one whom her supmor 
mind could truly appreciate was all that passed at 
the moment across her hvely imagination. There* 
fore when Lord Badlesmere had passed from her 
home, as frankly and as simply as was her wont, 
she expressed herself warmly of his noble bearing 
and his pleasing courtesies. Yet who can tell what 
the morrow will bring forth? In baronial castles of 
days ^lang syne,! as in modem mansions of those 
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more dvilized. Mends came and went, sports and 
pastimes were enjoyed^ hospitalities dispensed. And 
8o was it at Combe* Not seldom the ancient halls 
echoed to the sounds of hilarity ; not seldom the 
beaufciful vales were witness to a hawking party 
snch as we have feebly endeavoured to describe ; at 
others the woodlands rang to the melodious voice of 
hounds in chase of the wild deer, which roamed at 
large in their natural fieedom. Forsooth, if our fore- 
&thers spoke truly, the tusks of a wild boar which 
had been killed within two gunnshots from the 
castle often closed an orange or citron fi*om foreign 
shores, while the head spiced and cured was borne 
on a large silver dish to the head of the table, when 
the knight would hold forth to his assembled guests 
on the prowess of those who had assisted in its 
death. Many a heron rose from the sparkling 
waters to rise no more. Many a stag, after bearing 
his branches gallantly, vbs brought to bay. At all 
these exciting moments in sport delights the young 
lord was first and foremost in acts of equestrian 
boldness and activity, as at the festive board ever 
courteous. Yet, as day by day advanced, he still 
lingered amid the woodlands, forgetting alike courts 
and courtiers in the joy of stolen hours with those 
to whom he had now become warmly attached. 
Each visit to their graceful home the more and 
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jBote made known the mental charms of the 
sweet Cicely, as did it bind him in more firm 
firiendship to her admirable fether, who ad he 
was daily more and more gratified by his so- 
ciety became blind to the danger to which he 
was exposing his beloved child, whose heart now 
tonched already began, not to love him less, 
but to feel less those simple charms derived itota. 
the tending of her flowers, and the watching with 
anxious solicitude the gambols and comforts of 
her dumb associates. How could it be otherwise? 
A young girl, living almost in solitude*— of all 
things the greatest strengthener of love, if once 
the heart be touched — ^possessing a mind and heart 
capable of the strongest passion, and adorned With 
all those graces of person so eminently formed to 
call it forth in another ! and here^ amid her flowers 
and her pets, day by day she listened to kind and 
tender words, received the most affectionate attetn- 
tions firom one who, speaking to her of courts and 
campaigns, foreign lands, and home scenes strange to 
her ears, to which she delighted to listen, and this 
with such delicate care as neither to wound her 
heart by any act, or intrusion of his station, or better 
knowledge of the world. And who could blame her— 
as time wore on, and his footsteps were heard not, or 
his well-known voice speaking kindly to her noble- 
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hotind, that the mind became anxious for his ab- 
sence^ her eye more beaming at his approach, her 
ear more alive to the words which fell £rom his 
lips. 

^' But I must linger no longer on these scenes of 
love, though the charms of Nature with which 
the spot abounds act as a loadstone to my pen. 
Enough that in Cicely there lived a deep, fond, 
first, and all-engrossing passion--^so pure and undi* 
vided that she scarce understood the emotions which 
overpowered her. Silent were her thoughts, de^ her 
meditations. No longer the calm re&eshing sleep 
that nightly closed her eyelids a few months since. 
Feverish were her dreams, waking her thoughts, 
anxious her mind to keep the secret which she so 
foundly cherished, even from her much-loved fitther. 
Nature filled her heart with wild hopes of happi- 
ness. Beason placed before her the apparent im- 
possibilily of their realization. But hope is in the 
fixture. To you, sweet girl, may it tell no flattering 
tale! 

^Badlesmere drank deeply of this cup of hap- 
[oness. Scarce a day passed but what he sat be- 
neaih the porch of Dunstanville's cottage in 
unalloyed enjoyment of the society of those now so 
dear to him. Yet be it joy or sorrow, it is the will 
of God that the herald should come when we least 
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expect it. A mandate from the court called him 
once more to scenes of bnsy life. It was not to 
be disobeyed. He went not, however, without 
hopes of a speedy return; and when he warmly 
grasped the hand of Dunstanville, and kissed with 
fervour the small white fingers which closed on his 
with afiection, and watched the fiill blue eye, over- 
flowing with tears at his departure, his thoughts 
turned to (rod in thankfulness that no word of im- 
kindness, to her at least, had ever passed his lips ; 
and his heart echoed a fervent vow that, casting 
aside all worldly thoughts, his life should be devoted 
to her happiness. 

^* Cicely was alone; yes, alone! even though 
the affection of her fether was as warm as ever — 
her pets as feithiul and as fend. Her bird sung as 
cheerfully, her flowers bloomed as firesUy ; but 
he was gone, and Cicely was alone, surrounded by 
Nature's beauties— charms in sorrow or in joy — 
with which love so willingly associates. The 
view of a pleasing prospect inspires the heart with 
the tenderest emotions. The lonely mountain, the 
silent grove, and the stillness of a fine evening, 
increase the susceptibility of the female heart. 
Women, indeed, feel the pure and tranquil plea- 
sures of rural life with more exquisite sensibility 
than men. The softest images spring up amid wild 
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and beautiful scenery. The recollection of those 
emotions called forth by the first blush of conscious 
tenderness^ the first gentle pressure of the hand, the 
slightest token of affection, is remembered and 
cherished. Such were the feelings of poor Cicely. 
She thought: but of the absent one, and her 
fevered imagination led her often in fancy amid the 
pleasures of the court. By all she thought he 
must be beloved as he was by her — ^till at length 
the bloom left her cheek, the brightness of her eye 
was dimmed ; but the day of sorrow once more 
passed — ^the hour of joy came^ and with it Bad-^ 
lesmere. 

" In the year 1450 the people of England were 
not £a.voured with that undeniable blessing, the 
Penny Postage ; and railways were as obsolete in 
the imagination of man as the power of flight 
through the the air. A letter was then a curiosity, 
resorted to only on rare occasions by the rich and 
forwarded by couriers. Seldom therefore were the 
communications of those separated by a distance 
of one hundred miles — ^now passed in a few short 
hours. Brief then was the correspondence which 
had passed between the. lovers— sufficient, however, to 
keep their minds alive to the tender affection which 
existed between them. 

'' The golden autumn had lapsed; the woodlands 
VOL. I. T 2 
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again were leafless. The winteT^s rigours had come 
and gone once more. Springs feeahness bri^tened 
o*er the hind. The notes of the bkckbird and thnuih 
were again heard filling the woodlands with thdr 
cheerfiil song. Even Cicely's bird sang cheerilj, 
and the melodious note of the nightingale broke 
once more on the stillness of the night. 

*]fortili tom, «ro erening doMi, 

From the tonnds that float alonf , 
That not e'en a bird repoaea 

Ere he ainga a gimteftd aong.' 

^^The sun of early summer was sinking be- 
yond the casde^ and Cicely^ more depressed than 
usual) was lingering among her flowers. Dun- 
stanville sat beneath the porch, with eyes fixed 
in tender love on his only child. A doud hung over 
his usually animated countenance, for he had ob- 
served of late that the spirit of his darling, once so 
gay^ was often subdued with anxious thou^t, bor- 
dering on care. At such times his heart condemned 
him that he had allowed their solitude to be 
encroached on. Still, when he thought of him 
they had welcomed and learnt to love, his fears 
vanished ; for he had mixed with the world, and, 
judging man correctly, judged also that true feel- 
ings are as firm as the passing fancy unstable. At 
such a moment father and daughter were thus en- 
gaged, when the quick pace of a horse was heard 
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rapidly adyancing up the village. The well-known 
black hunter stood foaming before the wicket, and 
the horsemaathrowii^ himself from the saddle hung 
the reins on the paling and yanlted into the garden. 
A moment more and Cicely's hand was locked in 
that of her lover, who was warmly welcomed by 
her father. 




. THE HEBON POOL. 

Such is literally the tale extracted from an 
ancient M.S., and quaintly repeated to me by 
our kind host. The love passages, the happiness, 
the noble feelings and deep unutterable affection of 
him who, setting aside courtly honours and worldly 
distinctions for the high prize of woman's love, such 
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as was Cicely's, combined with all the attributes 
which could make the home of man most happy, I 
must leave to those who desire to dwell on them. I 
have already said that Cicely was a Protestant. 
She held the true faith which rests alone on the 
blood of our Eedeemer. Love will do much. Love 
combined with gentleness and the purest mind and 
affection can do more. Cicely became Lady 
Badlesmere. Lord Badlesmere renounced the 
errors of bigotry, intolerance^ and confessionals^ 
and knelt in prayer to God by the side of her who 
was his life, instead of to a wooden image." 

The Cross, for such it is termed, or gracefiil mo- 
nument, of which a sketch is given, is merely a pillar 
of much simplicity and interest. It was erected, so 
says tradition, to eonunemmrate the happy termina- 
tion of true love, combined with grace of mind — 
which is to be found even amid the woodlands and 
the victory of true faith over the bigotry of Romanist 
superstitions. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



To those who are fond of English scenery com- 
bined with many agreeable associations of other 
days, I would in all kind feeling say, endeavour to 
visit the spots I have here traced but briefly, and you 
will find that even among the vales and woodlands 
of *Merrie England' there are innumerable locali- 
ties of interest and delight. For him who wanders 
solely as a lover of fair prospects, whether they be 
of mountains, woodlands, or water, amid the sweet 
repose of our rural home, he will find them in un- 
equalled beauty in the land we live in. If he 
seek Nature's wildness, it will not be in vain. Add 
to this the abundant reminiscences of other days 
scattered o'er the land, speaking of times utterly 
distinct from our own, and forcibly impressing the 
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mind reasoning ivith thoughts of the advances in 
civilization, and the unbounded blessings con- 
ferred on this highly-favoured land, which bom the 
period of the Eeformation — ^the great era from 
which these rapid strides may be fwrly marked 
by the hand of *God— down to the reform in all 
constitutional acts of late days. 

Even as regards the quiet and peaceM spot 
called Castle Combe, merely a secluded vale, or 
intersected vales, by a narrow but dear and sparkling 
river, and bounded by rich woods, much interest 
may be obtained. The owners of the soil are 
a £Eanily of great antiquity; indeed, there are few 
throu^out the kingdom whose origin can be so 
directly traced fer centuries past. They have feught 
and bled for their countiy in the battle*field and 
done good dvil service to the people of England ; 
and I must confess it is most pleasing to think that 
though birth, fortune and &vour have been their 
lot, those who still hold the name have by no 
means degenerated in virtue from their ancestors, 
if liberality of political opinion, carried out by 
practical acts of kindness, simplidty and courtesy 
of demeanour, combined with high talents and 
generous acts of diarity, are, as they ought to be, 
the best criterion of their merits. 

In the slight story which, from reminiscences of 
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the plaoe^ and all matters as regards names and 
places spoken o^ and persons who lived and acted 
on the scene; in which it* has been my pleasure to 
pass many a day^ as in regard to the neighbonrhood, 
something may be gleaned of what it was and what 
it is. Not that in looking on such &ir scenes can 
the imagination ever correctly lead the mind back 
to those of other days ; much must therefore be left 
to the feelings and &ncies of those who behdd 
them. Nothing is more correctly marked on my 
own mind than this fiu^t ; for having I believe, on 
the whole, seen as much of Scotland, or at least 
that portion of it for ever inmiortalised by the tran- 
scendent genius of Sir Walter Scott as the ^ Qreat 
Unknown,* and even wandered to the Western 
Isles, as also to Orkney and the Shedands, bearing 
with me those all-absorbing works speaking of the 
very spots on which my foot has trod,- in all truth 
I must confess that crimes when the spirit of his 
great mind led me on, I sought in vain in &ct 
to bring to the mind's eye those charms engraven 
by the I»ightness of his imagination on the heart 
while following his pages. 

Be it so : the pleasure lingers ; the disappoint- 
ment only fedes. Should curiosity or fancies such 
as mine for the scenes of my native land lead 
those from Foreign shores, or fiom our own dear 
VOL. I. u 
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iele, to visit the sfpot where Shakespeare's spirit still 
lingers, in memory of him of the buck baaket, or 
to pass throng the vaks^ and still watch the heron 
rise; or, looking on the monument of love and 
fiiith, &ncy the sweet face of Cicely gazing oa 
the woodlands from her lattice casement; or, pass^ 
ing an hour by the ancient remnants of that 
baronial haU^ where hilarity and hospitality once 
dwelt, in the closing evening of the smnmer time, — 
the note of the* nightingale may banish &om hia 
mind recollections of civil waxs and feudalism, but 
wiU tell him how more dearly to prize the present 
peace of his native home. 

In these days, when the toiler for man's luxuries 
in the great cities of commerce — ^blessings bo to 
God I — and man's g^us^ are permitted to partake, 
through the power of steam. Heaven's fresh air and 
peep into the sweet rural aceoes. hilherto unknown 
to them,, some may follow, perchance, my foot* 
steps to the valley of sweet waters ; and in sajring 
tjais much I owB I experience uinaUoyed pleasure 
when dwelling on this fact, inasmuch as I hold 
the happy belief that while amid the vrorkkig 
classes many a fine mind, many a noble i^irit worn 
by unrequited toil, has been left to stem the rough 
stream of life in darkness, enjoying only in iGancy 
the all-absorbing realities of Nature's beaiafties, they 
are within their practical realization. 
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More glorious this thou^t, if my entfaosiaffln oa 
sach a subject do not cany me too £u>^that many 
an imknoim genins^ clothed in llie humblest gurb 
^-^many a mind^ wanting only opportuniljjr to con«* 
fer benefit on iteelf as on all mankind-^^'anay now 
hope to escape fix)m the dark and loathsome alley to 
breathe the fiesh ah* of the mountain top and of the 
rural vale^ where thoughts and im^rations hitherto 
dead to them will bloom into life for the worid's ad* 
vantage. Never can I regret that during the sum-^ 
mer past I was selected as one among the numb^ 
of those who went forth with eager hope, bidden by 
the leading men of the day who formed the 
Boyal Commission of Industry of all Nations, to 
speak to the hearts of my fellow men on the all* 
inspiring subject of glorious industi^y and dignity 
of labour. During this period I visited many 
cities^ many rural towns, maliy villages then un- 
known to me; but amid my labours, and they 
were not light, I had jieasures ever to be ^mem-^ 
bered. I saw and felt that if the people of this 
great kingdom were ever ready to rally round the 
throne and buckle on the tsword when the banners 
of England were raised to call them to meet a 
Foreign foe, they were not less enthui^astio when 
the flag of Peace and Industry was un&rled which 
called on them to compete with other nations on the 
VOL. I. u 2 



156 TflE WEST OP CNOUIND 

pieacefid arena of Art and Indostry. And w&at 
was far more grateM to my heart even than the 
generous views and desires entertained by many 
in so ndble a cause I must confess was, that of 
visiting many an humble cottage home^ many a 
hard-working mechanic's dwelling, where not seldom 
I discovered genius of no common order, conduct 
the most praiseworthy, art the most elaborate — 
rarely known beyond the limits of their thresholds^ 
seldom without their limits of native towns. How 
eagerly have I appealed to such ! A field is now 
open to them — a field &r more glorious than that 
of Waterloo, if they use aU the industry of their 
hands, combined with the genius of their minds, 
humble though their homes and fortunes ; and may 
God bless their endeavours, be they in the true 
spirit of Him who directs the gifts He gave them I 
They will have the chance of visiting the proudest 
city of the world with the produce of their labours ; 
they will return with fidl hearts and heads to theur 
rural homes, and work on, though I would feign 
hope for the ftitture more successfully, amid the 
blessed repose of Nature's beauties and home sim- 
plicities. 

One more word as regards Castle Combe, and 
I wander to scenes perhaps as feir, yet widely 
varying. 
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It is to be regretted — though he who so comy 
teoosly grants the hospitalities of his woodland 
home may not thank me for the observation — ^that 
no comfortable village hostelry is there to be found. 
Far otherwise. Be the truth told, I have never yet 
lingered through the village, or watched it em- 
bosomed in trees from the neighbouring hills, that 
I have not desired to witness some weU-fashioned, 
clean and welt-provided little sheltering home for 
tired man and beast, and then built in imagination 
some ancient house of public entertainment, with 
gabled ends and a porch, under which the traveller 
could drink a cup of mild October, fimcying it a 
cup of sack, while watching the sign-board, graced 
by the portly person of Sir John Fastolf. But 
such there is not. For the comfort and convenience 
of the owner of the village perhaps 'tis weU, con- 
sidering how near are the two large cities of Bath 
and Bristol. Yet am I satisfied that no selfish 
feeling on his part is the cause ; and poor and 
rich may readily attain a sight of all the village 
charms, together with the many interesting objects 
near at hand, even a visit to West Eyngton, 
where Latimer was once the rector, and where the 
house in which he lived still stands. 

So farewell to these glorious woodlands and 
sparkling streams, ruins, of ancient times, and snug 
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cottages of oar own ; and to yon, kind host, fitre- 
welL Woi^ on in the good canse of charity and 
professional labour, granted alike to the humble 
as the rich with courtesy and kindness ; and if the 
world's wealth reward you not, your own conscience 
will afford balm to the wounded spirit, even in 
poverty or sadness. 
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CHAPTER XIV- 



"Well, Clifford,** I said, as we drove gently up 
Ae steep acclivity which led onwards through Ford 
to the Queen of western cities, "have you ought 
to regret that for once you have relinquished foreign 
travel for the enjoyments oflfered by our own feir 
landr 

"Far from it. I feel more and more the truth 
of your assertion, that those who have not really 
visited England have yet to see Nature in many of 
her most beautifrd, as well as wildest and most 
magnificent aspects. What woodland scenery, 
what park-like hiUs, what perfect pictures of rural 
beauty have greeted our eyes for the last two 



" Glad am I that such are your sentiments, for 
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we have still many a beauteous scene of all-absorb- 
ing interest to visit ere the season come when the 
comforts of an English fire-side can be appre- 
ciated." 

Our route this day offered little to interest, till 
arriving at the top of a hill we beheld below us in 
a glorious vaUey the noble city of Bath, and that 
possibly, as I have since discovered, fix)m the very 
worst approach to that beautiful locality. I pur- 
pose, however, to dwell but briefly on its numerous 
charms — charms so often dwelt on by the poet, as 
made known to the world by many an abler pen 
than mine. However, thousands now visit it who 
a few years since only pictured it in imagination 
as a city of hot baths surrounded by precipitous 
hills, the resort of the invalid and the pleasure- 
seeker. To me it is one of the most beautiful 
cities of which England or the world can boast, 
both as regards natural position as in combination 
of architecture. For all that — ^and who can tell 
the reason ? not I — ^it has no charms to me as a 
residence, though the advantages there offered to 
him who desires luxury, or life in the enjoyment of 
moderation, are abundant. To me it is simply a 
city of idleness and repose — ^beauteous and grand 
to look on. I confess no city more so. What I 
have to say in reference to its beauties I will 
therefore say briefly. — 
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Have you, reader, ever stood on the Alban Hill, 
aad looked o'er the land where — 

** The Tiber winds, and the brotd ocean laves 
The Latlan ocMst ?" 

Have you lingered for an hour on the summit of 
Montmartre and watched the glittering sun-rays 
611 in glowing splendour on the golden dome of 
the Invjdides ? Have you on a calm and resplen- 
dent summer's night sat beneath the trees of the 
Villa Real Gardens at Naples and marked the 
glittering moonbeams on the vast and unruffled 
bay o'er whose surface the shades of Vesuvius are 
distinctly defined? — or listened to the echoing oars 
which, casting up showers of fire fix)m the deep 
blue ocean, are plied by some Neapolitan boatmen 
in tune to the melodious voices of that southern 
clime ? Yes, there are thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of my countrymen who have seen all these 
magnificent proo& of God's goodness and man'*s 
art ; and yet how few perchance among the num- 
ber have ever found themselves, save by duty or 
chance or what not, on some bright summer's day 
inhaling the breezes of Heaven from the Royal 
Crescent at Bath ! If so, let them recal to their 
recollection the sensations created on their minds 
by so magnificent a scene. They may have wit- 
nessed the snow-clad mountains of Switzerland, or 
VOL. I. ' W 
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have viewed the fixNsen plains of Bu£sia, or felt 
the jGavered throbs caused by Eastern suns? The 
vast rivers and forests of America, the Niagara 
Falls, to them are no longer novelties. Where the 
footsteps of living man has left its print, an Eng- 
lishman there has trod. Scarce a spot throughout 
the wide world — ^from scenes of everlasting snow to 
South Afirica's burning deserts, but our native tongue 
has spoken^ or Saxon footsteps have lingered there. 
But ours — ^the land we live in — ^the nearer the 
beauties, the le^s the desire to behold them. Stand 
on the Crescent of Bath : how pleasantly does the 
eye wander to the south, o'er rich wood-clad hills 
and scattered villas! Look to the west, the meander- 
ing Avon winding its silvery course through luxo- 
riandy-cultivated vales, that no country in the 
world can surpass I Pleasing, however, as are such 
scenes as these, I had little desire to remain in 
cities, our object being to visit woodlands and val- 
leys of sweet waters. 

Ere we left the Queen of Western Cities, how- 
ever, I suggested to my companion that as the 
night, though starlit and fine, was dark, when 
the hour of midnight sounded on the Abbey 
clock we should go forth to the hill of Claverton, 
whither we had been directed to look over this city 
of repose. True, the steep ascent was both long 
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and fittigamg; nevertheless, fall well were we re- 
paid. How strange to him who in Ihe hour of 
I darkness stands upon the high land I have named 

j • and looks fiom thence on* the fiur city ! Never 
I shall I forget tiie enthusiasm of Chffi)rd, who, if 

not what the world terms a genins^ was neverthe^ 
less a man of highly-cultivated mind, strong good 
sense, capable alike of appreciating Nature in aU 
* its varied beauties and changes, as he turned to me 
I and repeated tiie following lines : — 

** How calm is night! how sweet is earth's repose! 
How Mothtng to the soul is Nataie's deep I 
The world, imconsdoos of the morrow's cares— 
ForgetAil haply of the past— is souk 
la mental apatlij, obUvioaB rest.*' 

I Below us, in a small deep vale, encircled by grand 

! mountains — ^for such in the hour of night they 

I appeared — ^slept the vast city, now buried in the 

silence of night, broken only by the distant sound 
of some passing wheels, which conveyed the mid- 
night reveller to his feverish couch. The extended 
crescents and fairy villas which clustered o'er the 
neighbouring heights ; the long streets, and squares, 
I glittering with ten thousand lights, thus throwing 

I their deep shadows on the winding Avon, and dis- 

tinctively marking its course through the lovely 
vale. It would indeed be difficult to define that 
j man's sensations who looks at such an hour on 
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sach a acene — ^his wandering thongbts parchance 
turning back to other times and fimcying the 
Boman legions who once had gathered on the spot 
where now (thanks be to God!) such blessings are 
allowed to the world in advancing civilization. 

For my own part, I confess that it cast a sadden- 
ing feeling on my heart I felt that I looked on a 
vast city, built by the hands of man, where all 
were now apparently hushed in slumber. How 
quietly the night reigned where but a few hours 
since all was noise, festivity, commercial enterprise 
and stirring life. Wealth, poverty, anger, malice, 
joy and sorrow, were now hushed in slumber — all 
Nature was at rest Would that the multitude of 
that great city could awake in joy instead of sorrow ! 
How many a room in that city, could we have 
looked within it, would have shown the sufferer 
on a bed of sorrow or of sickness ! Wealth may 
even at that hour recline on a bed of down in 
fevered restlessness; while many, who know not 
when the sun shall rise where to provide the loaf to 
appease the cry of hunger from lips as dear to 
them as the offspring of crowned heads, sleep 
soundly. 'Tis the will of God. Could I have be- 
held the interior of those houses on which I then 
looked as mere masses of stone, how would my heart 
have been rentl — a true picture of what we really 
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are — ^not what we ought to be. How many who by 
the light of day carry their heads high in their own 
conceit above their fellow men would fidl below the 
humblest of GKkI's creatures I How many who 
stru^le on to gain the means of existence would 
perhaps still be seen labouring to provide luxurious 
means of indulgence for those fix>m whom they re- 
ceive a crust 1 What slavery of the brain by the 
midnight lamp to gain the most trivial pittance, or 
perdiance procure others wealthi To see the mother 
watching over the dying bed of her much-loved 
first-bom idol ; to witness the gambler, revelling in 
his gains or distracted by his losses! In fact, to 
see man as man really is in privacy, not as before 
the world 1 Even this one of Nature's pictures — 
of no common order — would be ^tlmost buried be- 
neath the ruins of the heart's agony. 

Yet far better, perchance, that we see it only in 
&ncy than in reality, or we might learn to loath 
our feUow-men who thus mar the blessings vouch- 
safed to them ; though were we to behold human 
nature as it really is the lesson of life thus ever 
before us would probably lead usto divest as fisur as 
possible the mind from fancied evils, which when 
seen through as they generally are under the enthu- 
siastic picture drawn by an excited mind — are even 
coloured more by an over-wrought imagination than 
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in tnith. For my part, then, clearing away the 
errors of fancy, let me only recollect that on that 
dark, yet splendid night, when the heavens glit- 
tered with a myriad of stars, whose brightness well- 
nigh subdued the lights of the silent city, amid 
which the dark and solemn abbey stood forth in 
splendid monumental array, built by the feeble 
hand of man to God's glory, who watched over the^ 
sleeping thousands it contained, we lingered till the 
diill air of returning day warned us it was time to 
take some rest, ere we moved onwards to seek those 
pleasures and discharge those duties which called 
mc at least to travel through the beautiftd paths of 
my native land. Thus silently, (for our minds were 
unusually depressed by the grandeur -of the scene 
which had caused this midnight ramble, which I 
recommend to all who desire a novel yet most inter- 
esting view of this one of Europe's fiurest cities, on 
which we took one more look,) we walked down 
the steep declivity, passed once more the bridge 
which spans the river Avon, looked o'er its moving 
waters, on which tiie lights still glimmered ; then^ 
hastening up the noble street called ^^Milsom," now 
free from the tread of busy man, we sought the 
repose of our Hotel, when sleep— tired Nature's sofk 
restorer — ^buried in oblivion all exciting memories 
of the past. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



" RIae 1 rise t ye dumberers, rlae ! 

See hffw ahe dons her sheen t 
Glowing on earth with her beaming eyes, 
And sweeping her train throngh the dusky skies, 

Like a brilliant Eastern Qneen.** 



Those who are truly independent are rarely seri- 
vile, and, as may it be also said among a certain 
dass, equally rarely dvil. Yet they neither rob 
you nor speak untruly-Hseeking not your fevour or 
fearing your displeasure. Bead this as you will, it 
applies only in its bad sense to the drivers of public 
carriages, whether cab or fly, which stand in the 
thoroughfares of the feir city of the West ; inde- 
pendent in every sense according to the vulgar 
acceptation of the term are they — certainly not ser- 
vile. As to dvility, I can say little : not that I de- 



168 THE WE6T OF £H6LA2n> 

sire to condemn the body. Yet I must confess that 
the only two it was my ill fortune to encounter-— 
whatever interests their employers might have had 
in seeking my &vour — they, good men, cared 
little for my displeasure. A more extortionate or 
unthankfol couple of independent gentlemen it 
has rarely been my ill fortune to become acquainted 
with in these days, when happily even this class, I 
know not wherefore^ belonging to a race whose 
career is generally speaking rather of the specu- 
lative, are beginning to find that a civil word and 
£dr dealing frequently obtains that which no bru- 
tality of language ought ever to enforce; and the 
still greater error of their race is the fact that the 
weaker sex are all fiiir game. 

As I am writing a simple story of home truths 
and home travels, I think it well to touch on these 
trifles, — as public virtues, like- public errors, cannot 
be too well known. The hotel at whidi we had 
taken up our quarters, j^i4guQg liberally, could not 
have been four hundred yards from the railway 
station. At the appointed hour of starting, the porr 
ter hailed astreet cab which stood at hand, in which, 
with our belongings, consisting of two very small 
portmanteaus and two hat*boxes, we mounted ; 
and in scarce five minutes — certainly not double 
that time elapsed ere — ^we halted before the Great 
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Western station. Our belongings having been 
duly cared for, I tendered, in supposition of its 
abundance, one shilling and sixpence — a sliilling in 
my imagination being a fair charge for labour of 
horse and man for such a distance, while the 
extra sixpence was thrown in as a liberal donation, 
for my heart is ever open to the miseries of a 
cabman's life^ however little I was inclined to pay 
fer the extra weight of the Ulliputian portmanteaus 
and the usual hat-boxes. 

" What's this for f ' said the driver. (I write the 
words in plain English, as his were neither of that 
language nor suitable to ears polite.) '* What's this 
fori" 

"Your fere, and sixpence extra." 

** Eighteen-pence for driving you," ("and that 
heavy cove?" I fancy he added, eyeing my friend 
the Colonel,) ^' and all this luggage ?" 

^^And more than enough," I replied, **for your 
incivility. From the top of St. James's-street to 
Faddington the fare is two shillings — ^four times 
the distance you have driven." 

" I cares nothing for your James'-streets or Fad- 
dington — ^this is Bath, not London. Here we 
charges a shilUng each fare, and a shilling for lug- 
gage ; so hand over another ' bob' and a ' tizzy,' " I 
think he said, implying another shilling and six- 
pence. 

VOL. I. x 
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This i stoutly refiised, on which he threatened 
to detain the portmanteaus, which had luckily 
been sent up to the platform, as the train was mo* 
mentarily expected; but an additional volley of 
abuse was launched at my head. On this I called 
for the aid of one of that, generally speaking, ad- 
mirable body of men, the police force, who was 
idling beneath the porticoes. He advanced with 
a measured tread, looking at the cabman, as had 
they entered into an arrangement to share all pro- 
fits extorted from the pockets of the public. I 
made known my case, on which this defender of 
the people, scarcely taking his hands from his 
pockets, calmly replied : 

*^ We don't interfere with the cabs. The charges 
are up on a board in the hoffice ; you had better 
look at them." 

I did look, and had just time to discover that I 
was perfectly correct in my surmise; and as we 
turned in haste up the steps towards the train, 
which had just arrived, the fellow struck oiF in high 
delight that he had pocketed an extra sixpence to 
which he had no right, and tried, though unsuc- 
cessfiilly, to obtain more. 

The same high charges are made in regard to 
omnibuses at Bath, but with no attempt at extor- 
tion ; for the public calmly submit to pay a shilling 
for a distance of one half of that which is de- 
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manded at a neighbouring city. I have named this 
little incident solely as one of constant occurrence, 
whidi the sooner corrected the better, both to the 
advantage of the public as those who live by them. 

Itet I am recalled to the prudence of not ea^ 
larging too greatly in these pages on the manners 
and customs of the English in the year ISSl, as 
memory brings back forcibly to mind a conversati<»i' 
which I chanced to have with an amiable and cour-^ 
teous publisher^ to whom I proposed a work similar 
to this I am vmting. 

<* Nothing is more agreeable," said he, " than to 
sit cosily before the fire in one^s dressing-gown 
and follow an enquiring mind through the passing 
events of every-day life ; but to the writer it is not 
profitable. If you will visit Kamskatcha.or Tim-' 
buctoo, or take a trip to the North Pole, and jot 
down daily in your journal something about the 
weather, something in reference to the manners 
and customs of the people, and give an account of 
a dinner or a breakfast, with your style of dress, 

together with an occasional racy anecdote, and . 

Let me have two volumes at least, though three 

would do better. I have no objection to what 

shall I say ^a cheque for £100. But English 

people care not a jot for the beauties of England. 
However true, however interesting, the book wo\dd 
not sell" 

VOL. I. X 2 
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In a commercial point of view, doubtless in A 
great measure, this is fact. Nevertheless, I was bold 
enough to differ with him so far that I fiilly believe 
that there are thousands and tens of thousands of 
my felloW'KX>untiymen who would eagerly perase 
the most simple tales of thdr native land in prefeiv 
ence to half the novek of fiction that are da3y 
issued from the press. Hierefore, although my^ 
labours may not reap the reward cSered were I 
induced to write of Fofeign lands, of which I h$sr^' 
seen more than my share, I shall still cheerftdly 
pursue my jowmey, hdiding my own q>inion, — 
setting down nought in malice, thoiigh boldly de^ 
daring that the waves of the ever«varied ocean: 
break on no fidrer land than that ovdr which oar 
Queen Victaria reigns with so much honour to 
herself and happiness to her subjects. Come with 
me those who will-Hsometfaing may be gained in 
knowledge of the land we live in, though that knd 
be not ruled over by a Republic or made loath^ 
some by the sway of despotiiun. 

'Tis now but the matter of an arrow's flight — 
scarce time, indeed, to read the leading article of a 
newspaper — ^between two of Ae largest cities in 
the realm, — ^in former days a pleasant drive of two* 
hours, over one of the finest and broadest roads in 
England, through varied scenes of rich park land 
and luxuriant meadow — ^gratefiil picture of home 
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beaaty^ a valley indeed of sweet waters^ throagh 
which the meandering Avon winds as a serpent-— 
the scen^ broken abruptly here and there by a 
smiling yillage, with the little town of Keynsham, 
nuu&ed in history, and its ancient church qpire 
{^ttmng in the son's rays. 

Twelve unks of English land t-^enoo^, never- 
theless, to convince the minds of tru&fnl judging 
niB% mora particnhurly so if their footsteps wander 
fiNNU Foreign shores, that peace, liberty and hap- 
piness abound on all sides, suliject to the law, with 
doe honour to our institutions and the sovereignly 
of the realm. I may add, for those whose footsteps 
may perchance ne'er have led them to the West, that 
there are not throughout Europe two cities so dose 
at hand as those of Bath and Bristol, divided as 
I have said by four leagues only of one of the 
ridiest agricultural vales in England, where so 
great and marked a disparity prevails both as re- 
gards .architecture and general appearance. The 
one, beautiful to behold as to position and buildings, 
is purely a city of pleasure and aristocratic repose ; 
in tsict a city of palaces, surrounded by a garden of 
Eden, formed by delightful parks and public walks; 
possessing one of the best and most reasonable mar- 
kets in the kingdom, throughout which even the most 
fiistidioos and high-bred women may walk with* 
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out fear of soiling her delicate cAat«««6r, and obtain 
a bouquet of choicest flowers, as the good house- 
wife, wishing to economise her slender means, majr. 
obtain the matutinal supplies of butcher's meat, fish^ 
vegetables, or poultry, without fear of inattention or 
a blush of shame for the apparent meanness of her 
wants. All this arii^es. solely from the nature of its 
inhabitants, who may justly be classed as of those of 
order — ^people whose means generally speaking are 
neither great or insufficient to procure the conve-* 
niences of life, or who seek pleasure in moderation 
or health, fine air, as the best warm baths in the 
world, I imagine, though I have never ventured to 
have my joints cracked at Constantinople, nor was I 
skin-brushed at Berne. Pass through the valley of 
the Avon, brief though the distance, brief the time 
required — ^fifteen minutes by express; and the scene 
is shifted, as from St. Fetersburgh to the Alhambra. 
Nothing in Europe, nothing in England, differs so 
widely both as to city and people. So recently 
arrived frx)m a spot of aristocratic ease, clear air and 
dazzling brightness, behold the curUng smoke of 
countless chimneys; hail the region of industry 
and labour. Bath, comparatively a resort of splen* 
did ease — ^' a beautiEul city, which charms as ever 
even eyes familiar with the masterpieces of 
Bramatt and Palladio, and which the genius of 
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Anstey and Smollett, of Francis Bumey and Jane 
Anstin, have made classic ground;" Bristol, one 
solely devoted to mercantile pursuits and laborious 
ac&nty. On entering the latter, everything speaks 
practically of money-making, speculation and busi- 
ness. Bepose the mere pleasure-skiff floating on 
the great river of Labour. On leaving the former 
no thoughts rest on the mind save memory of its 
buildings, its idleness and the beauty with which 
Nature has surrounded it. Surely 'tis no step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous, but from the drawing- 
room to the work-shop. And I confess that in this 
instance I preferred the latter beyond all comparison, 
spite of the dark and dismal unwashed face with 
which it gave me welcome. 

Beaders, should one of you have had patience 
to have journeyed witii me thus far, lay not my 
volume down in anger and give me up as unfit • 
for the Bussia leather binding which you vouch- 
safed to me when I spoke of lady's fair eyes and 
love scenes. I will tell you wherefore. I am not 
unmindfrd of the charms of society or aristocratic 
ease, yet I see no object to be gained by idleness 
and selfish pleasures. I could not live through 
the day parading Milsom-street, though in truth 
the shops are worthy of a sight; or listen to scan- 
dal of my neighbours, though I sat in a velvet- 
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cushioned chair, or dangled my legs from a counter, 
behind which flashed eyes bright as those of the 
noble honnd who fix>m his earliest days has fol- 
lowed my fortunes, and who now looks lovingly in 
my face ; but where the mind of man and the 
hand of man is daily employed, either for the bene- 
fit of the world at large or to secure the bread of 
life, much interest is ever to be found, be the sky 
darkened by dense clouds of smoke or the ear un- 
pleasantly greeted with the unusual noise of the 
ponderous hammer, or the ceaseless rattle of the 
shuttle. 

But we now passed over a jbridge leading to the 
heart of the ancient city of Bristol, when Clifford^ 
breaking off fix>m an agricultural subject on which 
we had been conversing, exclaimed : 

^^ Here indeed is life and labour* Look yonder 
at those countless masts, on which the colours of 
varied nations float I No better proof exists of the 
commercial enterprise of this highly-favoured land 
— ^nothing more convincing of her internal wealthy 
as the position she holds with tax distant lands." 

Agreeing with him entirely on this subject, I 
may add that Bristol stands also imrivalled in anti- 
quarian lore and interesting reminiscences of other 
times. The strikingly-beautiful ancient church of 
Bedcliffe, is in itself a picture fit to call the 
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artist from the Iwd of Italy to behold it ; while many 
and many a long summer^s day might lapse in not 
nnrepaid interest^ excited by the numberless an- 
cient reliques and houses in which the fi)ot of roy- 
alty has lingered or the mind of genius for ever 
immortalised with its presence. Indeed, not seldom 
have I contemplated a m<mth*8 residence in this 
city, alike so instructive to the historian and the 
artist, in order to collect the means of offering a 
simple account of what it is and what it has been 
to the world. But the knowledge that the voice of 
the Saxon is alone heard in its marts ; the splendid 
hills which surround it are undecked by the vine or 
the olive ; the river — main road of commercial en- 
terprise, neither the Danube or the Ohio— have 
induced me ra&er to enjoy in memory the interest 
than to force it on those to whom it mi^t offer 
none. So Bristol, with your dark alleys, turtle- 
loving merchants, countless camers, laborious 
population, for the moment I bid you farewell, 
with all admiration for those reforms, unpleasing as 
perchance they may have been to your corporeal 
body, which have nevertheless been the means of 
converting your wine-cellars into national schools — 
proud emblems of your city's wealth ; your kitchen 
range into means of bestowing unaffected charities 
on the poor ; and your gastronomic, self-indulging 
VOL. I. T 
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ancient Mayors and Aldennen into men who are 
not entirely insensible to the fact that the goods 
of this world, for the time being only the 
property of public bodies, are not intended to be 
expended on their selfish pleasures, but for the 
general wel&re of those who can claim, like them- 
selves, the right of citizenship. My childish ears 
were sufficiently greeted with the history of Whit- 
tington and his cat — twice Lord Mayor of London ; 
while the Bristolians, if I err not, can boast of a 
chief magistrate who has sat in the civic chair 
thrice that number. And if so be that he love 
the good things of this world, and has the means 
of bestowing them on his friends, what herald shall 
proclaim objection, so he finger not the city purse 
save for the cit/s welfiu^ ! So all joy to his Wor- 
, ship. Let him quaff his cup of sack, and ever as 
he has done give generously in support of wide- 
world industry and labour's ill-requited tcnl. 
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CHAPTER I. 



We stood on a gras»-grown platform, high even 
•above the houses which form the beantifol suburban 
town of Clifton. It was there in former ages the 
^banner of the Roman legions floated in the breeze. 

^* Warriors, and men pf taste and diserimina- 
tionr observed Clifford; *^fdr never have I yet 
placed focKt on any spot marked by the traces they 
have left than I witness proofs of Nature's beauty 
or care for man's phyaacal comfort, fresh springs 
or flowmg rivers, with wide protecting woodlands." 

A word, however, before I vainly endeavour to 
sketch with the pen that spot engraven in all its 
abundant charms on my mind. I fear my labour 
to create a just interest will be in vain*; yet my 
hope is to urge those who may perchance read 
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these pages, and have wandered from Foreign 
shores, or from other scenes of my native land, 
to the great capital of England, there to behold the 
dignity of labour, in this merry mouth of May, 
1851, to pafis a summer's day amid these charms. 
In all truth their eyes will be delighted, as their 
hearts expanded, in thankfrdness to Him who, 
creating all things, left so bright a landscape on 
the land. 

We stood, as I have abeady said, on a grass 
platform, fit carpet formed by Nature's loom for 
the hard and rocky surface, which is thus made 
pleasant to the tread of man — ^a spot scarcely to be 
surpassed in its own peculiar beauties and rarities. 
Nature in lavish splendour, even to the line of the 
horizon on all sides, marks this rare and inte- 
resting panorama. As I stood calmly contemplating 
the vale below me, in thanks to God for the bene- 
fits thus conferred on the world, an aged man 
accosted me, and pointing to the deep and rocky 
precipice which hung over the Avon, remarked 
in tones of kind feeling and commiseration : 

"Alas ! Sir, it was but yesterday that a young 
lady, scarcely commencing life, fell from the point 
of yon rock, and, lacerated by the projections on 
which she struck, was found a mangled corj^e in 
the valley below. This, Sir, is the third calamity 
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of a similar nature which has occurred within the 
last two years. The grass is dry and slippery ; be 
careAil not to approach too near the edge.** 

I thanked him for his attention, and, observing 
his age and respectable demeanour, while I ex- 
pressed my horror at the incidents he had named, 
I requested some information as to the locality ; the 
more so, as his conversation gave evident proofs of 
his understanding.** 

" I have lived here since my boyhood,** he re- 
plied, ** and well remember the time when not a 
house stood by yonder trees. This beautiful spot is, 
however, much altered of late ; and I cannot but 
think that man, in the eager search for Mammon, 
has done much to desecrate what God had left un- 
rivalled. Buildings have sprung up on every side, 
where hitherto gardens and waving com fields, 
haymakers and flowery dells, alone were seen ; and 
that which once numbered among the most beau- 
tiifnl of English villages has now become a fashion- 
able watering-place." 

** However the lover of Nature may deplore 
that such is the case," I remarked, " it will ever be, 
in &ct. The more beautiful the spot, there will 
men pitch their abiding-places, without perchance 
the earth possess elsewhere some mineral lore, or 
other sources of wealth, holding forth the hand of 
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plenty to him who seeks for riches. More, the 
serpent-like river which flows at our feet leads oi^ 
wards to the great high toad of Fcmgn marts; and 
the merchant princes, advancing with ciyiliaationy 
doubtless love to dwell amid snch &ir scenes, and 
from this noble eminence to watch the flowing sails 
which, retmning from far distant lands^ bring to 
their already overloaded coffers the yeamed-for trea-* 
sures of speculation. Thus, while the andent city 
decays, modem art will rear its head; fat alike 
vineyard and pasture must give place to man's 
various pursuits and changeful taste as to the iiH 
ctease of population." 

"It is precisely as you observe, Sir. When I 
was a boy the wealthy trader or rich merchant was 
content to live respected in some of the vast and 
noble houses in yon city which lays below us. 
They ate their early and simple dinners soon after 
the sun had crossed the meridian ; and then, aa a 
source of unusual pleasure, wandered here with 
their friends and families on the Sabbath, to pass 
the afternoon in the enjoyment of this fine air and 
magnificent scenery, returning with thankfid hearts 
and renewed health to commence the labours of the 
following week. Now, Sir, all is changed. Watch 
that long snake of smoke which issues from the 
train as it hastens onwards through yon luxuriant 
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Tale. When I stood hero on this vaiy spot i 
two 6ccxre years ' lang syne,' such a sight would 
liATQ tamed my brain. But now, Sir, as the mkid 
of man expands with the times, who shall say in 
'81 what may arise even from the Industrial Esdii* 
bition of '51t So instead of the race of men who 
lived in y<m csty possessing, possibly, diips and un- 
told wealth, in liberal hospitality and simple ease—- 
men who by the right of education, as means, had 
just cause to hold thdr heads among the highest, 
—you now find scaroe a trader who can boast of 
a shop-window five yards square but must have 
his villa at Clifton ; and the ancient and spadotts 
mansions of the city are turned into counting^honses, 
or left as fit abiding-places for their cferks. And* 
dms thiQ evil hour of man^s pride and folly ofi»n 
comes with bankruptcy and sorrow and desolation. 
And so ever will it be ; for even experience does not 
always add to wisdom* Houses will be built fibr 
vulgar pride and monied anrogaace to inhabit, for 
the simple reason that miigudging human nature 
will never learn that mind ciHnbined widi edueatioii 
and industry can alone raise man to a high» station 
than that which his birthright affords him. Yet, 
having them, who dares deny the hand of finendship 
or of admiration. Without these acquirements wealth 
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abne is only an all*pdwerftil idol to which men may 
bend the knee while they despise the possessor. 
Pardon me that I have thus spoken ; and now turn 
to the scene around yon, and tell me, Sir, if you 
have travelled in Foreign lands, whether we have 
not reason to be proud of our own?" 

^^Indeed we have," I replied, at the same time 
observing, ^' half the errors which exist, half the en- 
jojrments of life which might be ours are lost, from 
the fact of there being only two classes of society 
distinctly defined, so great and so ill understood is 
the jumble — those who have money and those who 
have none. Thus it becomes no longer the fiishion 
— ^most odious word — ^to glory in those honest and 
industrious pursuits which have made England pro- 
minent above nations and Englishmen everywhere 
respected. Slow, sure, and honorably, is not the 
role of the day ; but fast, and how you can ; — and 
this by m^i who would be utterly astonished were 
their probity or Christianity doubted." 

And now let me turn to look on scenes of all* 
engrossing loveliness — ^wood and water, rock and 
fell, waving corn-fields and luxuriant meadow- 
lands, sweet-smelling clover and sparkling rivulets. 
Such were the beauties there painted on Nature's 
panorama by Him who made the earth. 
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To the north and west stretched open varied and 
health-giving downs^ backed by rich woodlands, 
through which peeped many a peaceftd villa, the 
prospect reaching even to the wide-flowing Severn, 
whose rapid waters divide the shores of England 
from the beauti&l vales and dark mountains of 
South Wales. Below us some hundred feet the 
river Avon, in full tide, rolled onwards to mix its 
course in the Bristol Channel, twisting and turning 
like the coils of a snake, through a rocky channdi 
o'ershadowed with rich dense woods. To the south 
the tower of Dundry and its picturesque line of 
hills stood out some leagues before tlie eye, marking 
that portion of rich land closed in by the horizon ; 
while beneath us lay the great city, home of some 
thousands of souls, toiling for the bread of life. 
Little, however, save the dense atmosphere of 
smoke which rolled upwards in the dear sky, was 
there to tell of living man or life's miseries, 
stiQ less of the myriad of aching hearts that 
laboured there. Beyond the gulf again rose the 
vast hills which mark the back-ground to the 
fair city we had so recently left. Now turn to the 
east, another prospect opens to the eye — a country 
rich in all that makes England great — ^yeomanry 
the most loyal, land of the richest, heart of the 
VOL. II. 2 A 
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iraeist in loyalty in faitb. Mile l^eyond mile of 
weli-cultiyated lands, luxuriant vales, nnmerona 
icattered handets, chnrch towers and glittering 
spires, and parks clustered o'erwitli many a gnarled 
oak, the growth of octanes. 

^^Wdl," said my aged and intelligent oompor 
nion, after we had lingered for some time in admi- 
ration of this splendid prospect, ^^what say you^ 
gentlemen. Will the eye that has daily watdied the 
Alpine snow recede to the heat of snmmer ; or he 
who watches the ripening of the grape in sontfaem 
climes, as do we the strawberry, yet prizing it fiur 
less or perchance the fiir wanderer from Chinas 
deign to look on this?" 

<* Nothing more calculated to prove to an intel- 
ligent mind the character of onr people,'' said 
CliflRord. *<Not an inch of ground uncoltiyated; 
not a beauty vouchsafed by Nature unsecured in 
its natural advantage, or lost sight of.** 

«*For my part," I added, <*I never behold such 
scenes but for the moment aU the bitterness of life's 
realities vanish — ^the struggles of poverty, the lot 
of sorrow and misery, that of millions.'* 

In &ct, it would be in vain to look on so glorious 
a vale as that on which the sun then shone in all its 
brightness, and watoh the flocks and herds in 
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abundance in such apparent enjoyment^ feeding on 
the green herbage, and not believe it was God's 
will there should be enough for all, but that man, 
ever plotting ever scheming against his fellow man, 
having grasped the larger portion for himself, cares 
not who fisdls next The moment I look on the 
city all these thoughts vanish, as mere idle fancies. 
Life's reality stands forth harsh and defined. The 
smoke no longer curls forth as from the rural cot- 
tage, clear and blue, but rolls upwards dense and 
dark— -dark as the selfish heart of man. But I 
must no longer dwell on scenes like these, though 
a volume might be written solely to point out the 
charms which Nature on all sides has so lavishly 
bestowed on this much-fiivoured neighbourhood^ 
on which I have so lightly touched. So, having 
thanked and bid farewell to him who, having passed 
a long life there, still with unsubdued interest 
lingered o'er its channs, I must, as Mr. Gordon 
Gumming recently has taught us — '^ Inspan," and 
start once mor^ though not in pursuit of the 
elephants which roam in the vast forests of Southern 
Afirica, but to the golden vales of the land we live 
in, amid countless beauties hoping to watch the 
onward march of industry and add my humble 
voice in admiration of the many blessings it 
creates. 
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Yet a word to those who have stood, as was my 
happiness, on that noble platform — ^Nature's own 
monument of grace and beauty, which the hand of 
art may labour in yain to imitate. Some, enthusi* 
astic on such subjects as am I, will go with me in 
the truthftdness — ^if they be not satisfied with the 
weakness — of my delineation ; while others, per- 
chance, looking as did I on a bright day of summer 
time on that fair picture, may compare it with other 
lands as unlike, and, taken in a whole, bearing no 
comparison, yet giving them the balance in favour. 
If I have been the humble means, however, of 
suggesting a summer day's excursion to a few of 
my own countrymen who are reasonable enough 
not to fancy they know England as many do, solely 
because they were bom and live there, I fear not 
but they will thank me for thus roughly sketch- 
ing out a route which they will do well to follow^ 
filling up the points I have travelled over accord- 
ing to their own fancies. 

But I have another hope at heart — a hope that 
my ardent admiration for English scenery induces 
an anxious wish to the utmost should be realised. I 
would desire some of the vast legion who will doubts 
less gather lound the banners of industry and peace, 
unfiirled as they in are the park of England's capi- 
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taly when the leaves of summer hang thick on the 
woodlands^ should not solely confine themselves to 
the pleasures offered in the great city, but wander 
amid scenes whither my footsteps led me, deigning 
to witness the peace — ^I would pray, in a great ma- 
jority, the plenty — ^which dwells in our rural homes ; 
passing through inland towns, surrounded by well- 
cultiyated pastures, where the tread of soldiers is 
no longer heard, and quiet industry and peaceful 
labour go hand in hand, in honour to the Sovereign 
and due submission to the law; and yet where 
freedom alone in the true spirit reigns through- 
out the world. They may visit also fair scenes 
marked in the history of our country by the recol- 
lection of civil strife — ^for here in this peaceful land, 
as elsewhere, the horrors of that unchristian war-cry 
has been heard; yet while beyond the white cliffs 
of Albion thrones have been overthrown and sove- 
reigns displaced, the true spirit of England has 
ever gained the day. When the battle has raged 
strongest, which loyalty and freedom — ^a loyalty 
which even the Conmionwealth, and Commonwealth 
it truly was which placed such a man as Cromwell 
in power, and I go far in the belief that the glory of 
England rose from that era — ^yet even then the 
feeling of loyalty, the love for monarchical institu- 
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tions so closely engraven on the hearts ci all 
Englishmen, even wisely denied a crown to the 
head of him whose blood ne'er flowed from the 
yeins of kings though (and I can say it without 
fear of being committed to the Tower) the Lord 
High Protector would have made a somewhat better 
Sovereign than some few among the niunber who 
have since reigned over this fair land. 
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CHAPTER n. 



On the eighteenth of June, 1685, precisely one 
hundred and sixty-six years previous to the glorious 
battle of Waterloo, Monmouth entered the beautiful 
county town of Taunton. Ere the day dawned 
on the morning of the sixth of July occurred the 
last battle that has been ever fought on English 
ground— -on the plains of Sedgmoor, where the 
royal army defeated the men of Somersetshire — an 
epoch in the history of our country in itself suffi- 
cient to make all connected with that district inte- 
resting to him who seeks not solely beauties of 
Nature, but reminiscences of days when civil and 
religious controversy drew the sword from the scab- 
bard. Alas ! that the fair west should even be 
now disquieted by religious contention, whose war- 
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fare is carried on by the keen weapon of the law, 
which wounds at times more grievously than the 
sword. 

When the early railway mania burst into a 
flame, consuming thousands in the ruins of specu- 
lation, the aim of the Great Western Directory 
was to reach the city of Bristol. Subsequent enter- 
prise has joined that city in contiguous route with 
Exeter. As a direct line from that city to the me- 
tropolis, it needs only a slight reference to the most 
imperfect map of England to show that no such in- 
tention ever entered the heads of those speculating 
g^uses who have done us the immeasurable 
kindiless of opening out this land, teeming widi 
beauty and historical reminiscences. I know not 
how &r as It marketable scheme it may have an- 
swered; and I fear me that while few may have 
been the gain^ many have been the losers. And 
we may still perchance live to see the day when, 
straight as the flight of this arrow — a common 
Saxon expression^ — ^the rushing steam-engine may 
Wend its way through other lands in its more di- 
rect course to the city of Episcopalian disquietude. 
In the meantime, though I may stand alone in such 
opinion, I am satisfied and thankful, and moreover 
have experienced the enjoyment of passing west- 
ward in this most agreeable fashion of modem 
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locomotion^ thus in a few short hpnrs introducing 
the traveller to scenes but a few years back existing 
only in the imaginatiou of the multitude, — ^in these, 
wi^iii^ the reiich of the aged and those of moderate 
fortune. 

Of Weston-super-Mare, one of the principal 
stations on the line^ I have little to say^ save 
tp express my astonishment, not that the citizens 
of Bristol should resort there in preference to their 
own fair neighbourhood, but that those-^aye, and 
by hundreds — having time and means should make 
it a summer residence in preference to another hour 
of railway travelling which would secure to them 
the fresh air and delightfol breeze of the blue and 
ever varied ocean. 

But pass we on to Bridgwater, the steeple of 
whose parish church still rears its lofly head, as if 
seeking to approach the clouds. Let him who lin- 
gers there follow the footsteps of Monmouth, whose 
gallant spirit and whose effeminate weakness, con- 
trasting with the bloody-minded Dnke, dwell on 
and cling to the imagination at every point of view 
over which the eye of interest roams from mile to 
mile in that locality, marked by the blood-stained 
traces of civil war; and then on to the golden vales 
of Taunton, for golden truly is it, in the richest 
Iu;$uriance of abu7]idant Nature, watered by flowing 
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rivers and crystal streams — ^truly a valley of sweet 
waters. But thus says the most talented and most 
charming historian of modem ages — whether he be 
a perfectly correct one I will not pretend to say ; 
enough that I for one am perfectly satisfied to read 
and beHeve; and thus reading and believing^ I 
have gained more knowledge even from the two 
volumes with which he has hitherto favoured us 
than I ever did under the fear of the supple twigs 
cut from the silvery birch tree for boyhood's perse- 
cution. *^When Monmouth marched into Taun- 
ton," he says, **it was an eminently prosperous 
place. Its markets were plentifully supplied. It 
was the celebrated seat of two woollen manufac- 
tures. The people boasted that they lived in a 
land flowing with milk and honey; nor was this 
language held only by partial natives, for every 
stranger who climbed the graceful tower of St. 
Mary Magdalene owned that he saw beneath him 
the most fertile of English valleys. It was a 
country rich with orchards and green pastures, 
among which were scattered in gay abundance 
manor houses, cottages, and villages." Doubtless 
nothing can be more true than what is here writ- 
ten. Though I love thee, sweet vale— true garden 
of beauty 1 which Nature has doubly increased in 
the lapse of a century and a half— yet I must confess 
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the inhabitants of this much-favoured town, who 
first proclaimed Monmouth as their king, appear 
to have scarcely advanced with the times. 

Of the neighbourhood thus also speaks Dr. 
Amory — a native, who enjoyed its balmy breezes 
about a century past : 

** Ronnd ihee in fprlng we rlew with ravished eyes 
lUUan scenes on English groond, arise; 
Which, crowned with freedom, rival Paradise. 
The enamell'd meads with vast proftulon show 
^\. The varioos colours of the heavenly bow ; 

The fittt'nlng Tone in slow meander moves, 
Loath to fonake the happy land it loves." 

But let me in all good nature speak of il as I 
found it. Think of it I ever must as one of the 
^ finest scenes of my native land, and, peopling it 

:, with other times, one of the most interesting. 

"What say you Clifibrd; shall we walk to the 
charming home of her I have so often described to 
you — ^the gentle fiiend of my youthful days ? or 
shall we command a coach and watch the popula- 
tion fix)m the window!'* 

** Call a coach by all means, if you will it, Lin- 
ton, for our belongings. But, air and exercise for 
ever 1" 

So we walked through this fitvoured inland town, 
of which more anon, and traversing the ancient 
market-place, reached — ^not a valley of sweet waters 
— but a charming eminence, from which we obtained 
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a view of the tx>wn, with the two handsome and lofty 
towers of St Mary Magdalene and St. James rear- 
ing th^ gracefbl heads and glittering in the sun- 
beams. 

Here on this Inxoiiant spot stood the peaceful 
home of her who bid ns a warm welcome and ten- 
dered affectionate hospitalily. There are^ I trust, 
but few who will treat with contempt the idea that 
the grown man should dasp with delight and en- 
thusiasm emanating fiom the heart's affection the 
hand of her whose white hair, carefully arranged 
beneath the well-suited cap, and watch with grate- 
ful love the eyes o'erflowing with tears that called 
back the memory of the past, while with tender 
care for Ins comfort and eager gladness for his 
coming she welcomed him who stood before her. 
Yet are there others, thanks be to Gtxll who in this 
simple picture of affection will recur to their own 
days of youth and happiness, and join with me in 
blessing those who formed their early minds and 
loved to watch their footsteps through the rough 
paths which lead across the battle-field of life. 

Moving from my firm fiiend of long years, I 
hastened to make known my fiiend Clifford, and in 
the like manner introduced him to the dear lad/s 
niece, who was to her a child in all but the will 
of Nature, and with a grace that ne'er could be 
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surpassed loved by her in return with a tender 
assiduity that nothing but the hearths true affection 
could call forth — ^nothing but the heart's devoted 
realiiy could realise; the veriest hypocrite could 
never imitate care such as hers — it was indeed 
grateful to human nature to behold. 

I have said it is pleasant to remember tliat 
tiiough my footsteps led me to fair scenes, those 
scenes will ever be dearer to my recollection that I 
sought to create a spirit of industry, as fairly to 
lay before, more particularly the humbler classes, 
the great value of energy and labour. It was not 
alone among the poor and working classes, how- 
ever, that my efforts on aU occasions led me. And 
now that I write on a subject so gloriously realized, 
and recollect the varied interests that came before 
me, I fancy I see the animated face of one lady 
who, issuing from an assembly it had been my 
pleasing duty to address on the happy and noble 
subject of universal industry and peace, claimed to 
be made known to me. Having thanked her for 
many kind expressions which she uttered in re- 
ference to the interest she had received from the 
subject I had but feebly dwelt on, I named the 
pleasure it would afford me to repeat any of the 
explanations I had given. 

** By no means, Sir,** she replied. **My object 
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was solely to thank yon for the kind and generous 
manner in which you alluded to a class 4» which I 
belong, and in which I have now two daughters 
earning their bread— they are governesses. For 
all that, my husband was an officer who distin- 
guished himself in the Peninsular war^ — ^gained the 
rank of a field ofiicer^ and died on the battle-field. 
With justice, and by education, they can claim the 
rank of ladies — ^with ladies, thank God, are they 
living ; by them are they respected, nay loved, as 
by their children, to whom not only their educati(m 
is entrusted, but also the formation of their young 
minds in these the earliest days of their youth. 
In fact education, most ^rroniously so termed, is 
sought like all else, in the cheapest market. Can 
mind and disposition be purchased there ? I fear 
not. 

Now it so chanced that I had with more than 
usual earnestness dwelt on the cares and unrequited 
labours of the instructress, urged thereto by the 
knowledge that amid my audience sat more than 
one of those who laboured for the bread of life 
in the education of youth — ^moreover, ladies gifted 
with accomplishments far beyond the common order, 
which accomplishments had akeady gained for them 
more than one prize firom the Society of Arts, and 
who were desirous to enter the lists with renewed 
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^ ardour, in the hopd of gaining still more honour in 

the battle of industry. 

Alas I the title of governess — ooe of honour — in 

^ the dajs we live in is most cruelly dkparaged*-* 

^ most thoroughly misunderstood. Need we do more 

/ thanread the daily papers to prove this fisbct I Ad* 

I vraiasement follows advertbemmit, fietting forth that 

I a so-termed educated lady is prepared to teach all 

the accomplishmieuts under the sun for the wages 

i of a housemaid, while sdde by side ^ypears another 

requiring unheard-of servioes for half the sum. I 

confess it makes one's heart bleed to read them, on 

the one hand, while on the other it beats with in* 

^ dignity at the insolence and impertinence of thaw 

' who can desire to debase the dignity of mind and 

education by such demands on the labour of the 

V brain. And yet one is gratefully relieved whai 

the fact stands out in all its practical reality. But 

the jumble of the present state of society has, like 

other things, converted the governess of other days 

into the moderatdy-instrueted nursery governess 

of the present; and thus whQe on the one hand 

a lady of the highest mental attainments who, even 

iif not bom in the sune position as those whose 
minds she has formed, by her amiable qualilaes, as 
instructed by her abilities, beonnes loved and r»- 
k * spected by the children whose eariy years she had 
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watched over, and equally so by their parents,— 
ladies who received an income for those services 
equal to that of many who now advertise for 
governesses are placed on the same footing with 
with those greatly to be pitied young women who, 
having learnt a httle, are obliged to submit to every 
sort of indignity from those who, ignorant them- 
selves, are satisfied that their children should endea- 
vour to gain some knowledge at the least possible 
outlay, and yet never hesitate to treat those to 
whom they have entrusted the formation of the 
minds of these children with indignity and fre- 
quently with less genei:osity than their servants, 
utterly forgetfril that they thus cast insult and 
humiliation on those far better instructed than ' 

themselves, and thereby injure those of their own 
life's blood. 

But how can it be otherwise when a governess is 
called on to make ladies of those who had far better 
seek some honest course of life and independence, 
for the simple reason that instead of sending 
children to the best of schools it is more dignified ^ 

to say ^ We keep a governess,' — ^better to add ho- ' 

nestly, * because it is far more economical, for she 
teaches the chfldren and acts as lady's maid to my 
wife.' But I have dwelt on this subject I know 
not why, save that I feel the name in its true spirit | 
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is- totally misunderstood and' misapplied— the more 
so when I think of her whose home we had now 
entered, and towards whom my heart ever clings 
with gratitude and affection. Gifted with all 
graces of mind and heart, and of late years happily 
with those of moderate fortune, she had selected 
her retirement amid the beauties of Nature, where 
many, high in the world's estimation as in rank, 
are welcomed as her children. 

But I must linger yet awhile amid this bower of 
roses, a description of which may not be unpleasing 
or unworthy of a visit to those who may perchance 
to wander to that county where reminiscences of 
civil war and stirring events of history are found 
in profusion, amid scenery of no common beauty 
and singular interest. 

Where now may be seen a simple but beautiful 
thatched cottage — a very pearl in the wilderness — 
©f lady-like repose, there once stood a large farm- 
house, whereat on his retreat from the battle of 
Sedgmoor the Duke of Monmouth, accompanied by 
Lord Grey, is said to have endeavoured to conceal 
himself. It lies under Polden Hill, about two or 
three miles from the battle-field, and it was there, 
so says history, that both of them were hospitably 
entertained. There are other stories, not uninte- 
resting, connected with the period, the men and 
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the locality to which in a fit place 1 shall allude; 
while others name it as about a mile south-west of 
Taunton^ where there is a knoll which cojmnandB 
a fine view of the vale. This hill is called ^^ Mount 
NebOf *' in allusion to that mount fix)m which ModSes, 
as is mentioned in the sacred Scriptures^ was i^ 
lowed to take a view of the praised land — a land 
of milk and honey. 

Be it as it may, we xk)w enter a simple dweQiug» 
yet so peifect in its keeping and adornment, and 
so well fitted to those who, surrounded by graceful 
elegance, added to it tenfold by the frank amir 
ability and generous kindness in which they ten* 
dered their hospitality 1 The small drawing-room 
in which they sat was truly a picture of brightness 
and comfort, that I have rarely, if ever, seen sui>? 
passed — ^perfectly in unison with a portion of the 
old building from which it had been converted 
into a somewhat low and oblong form of inconsiderw 
able size ; the French windows — ^a modem innovar 
tion— opening on to a flower gard^i, where Flora 
reigned with abundant charms of blended colours 
and sweetHsmelling and beautiful fiowem. I stood 
at this window on the evening of my arrival, by the 
side of the young lady, the adopted child of my 
hosteiss, whom I had known from childhood, ^and 
looked on the lovely prospect which she thus 
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described. I shall give her own words ; they will 
read far better, as coming from such fair lips^ than 
ought my pen could indite. The evening was 
warm and dear, one. of summer's kindest offering. 
The tinkling sheep-bell was heard from afar ; the 
low of herds sounded up the vale. So still was all 
Nature that even the multitudes in the town which 
lay some two miles or less below seemed to reach 
our ears. 

" Well, Henny," (her name was Henrietta,) said I^ 
** you have pitched your tent on a fair and finitful 
spot, and with the best of friends. You are happy, 
— ^most happy, thank God. Few can say that. 
And she is well, and ever kind, and loves you and 
the repose of this sweet spot V 

"She is well, and more than Wnd, and enjoys 
the repose of this sweet spot ; but whether she 
loves me, that is another question, " she added, 
looking up with bright and laughing eyes. *' But I 
hope she does. Well, if she does not, I do." 

" So you tell me, Heimy.*' 

*^ Those graceftd towers are St. Mary Magdalene 
and St. James's ; and yon hills are the Quantock 
Hills ; and in the distance you can mark the church 
spire of Bridgwater; and yonder in the vale is 
the village of Weston, where Feversham lay some- 
what too composedly the liight previous to the 
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battle of Sedgmoor. Indeed you can trace with a 
glass the winding of the Bristol Channel^ as of 
Monmouth*s line of march. Alas! his unhappy 
fate! And we are sheltered by the woods of 
Masham and the Blagdon Hills ; and yonder 
stands a monument to the greatest warrior of mo- 
dem ages — ^the renowned Duke ; and ." 

^^ But stop ; I find you are enthusiastic^ like many 
others of your sex. Why so, fair lady, as regards 
Monmouth." 

" He was handsome, gallant and brave, as unfor- 
tunate." 

" What more, say you ?" 

*^ He was true to the Protestant faith ; and 
though he drew his sword in error and rebellion 
against a king, that king was imworthy to rule over 
England, as was his heart wanting in mercy even 
to the son of a brother he professed to love." 

"Why really, Henny, you are a little repub- 
lican. I shall expect to hear of your raising an 
army of stout yeomen fipom your beautiAil vale once 
more to march on Bristol. But what say you of 
this Prince's truth in love — a subject more befitting 
your thoughts on such a night as this ?** 

^* I say he erred in weakness, but not in truth. 
He loved well and fondly the only woman who ever 
touched his heart in reality ; and had he not been 
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xirged 'on by others^ he never would have met his 
cruel fate. But I speak only of his truth in love, 
not of its errors. As for his noble nature, the very 
house in which we now live bears proof — ^if history 
be no fiction — of his kindness of heart. Indeed, 
mine bleeds when I look o'er yonder prospect and 
fancy the hundreds of our brave yeomen who fell 
fipom treachery or by the chance of accident — ^for 
ill led they were not. But doubtless the will of 
God so directed it for some wise purpose ; and it 
was here possibly where we now stand that he who 
had fought for and lost a crown, flying from re- 
morseless enemies, unmindM of his own mental ago- 
nies, which must have been great, had still a tear 
of sorrow to bestow on the miseries of his labourer. 
Having fled from the lost field of Sedgmoor, he 
sought shelter in the home of a humble follower, 
one who had tilled the ground in peace, and knelt 
to God in the true faith; but when the country 
rose to arms, to crush and dethrone a cruel and 
unkingly tyrant, he put aside the plough-share and 
buckled on the sword to fight against despotism and 
oppression. The battle over, notwithstanding the 
danger, he returned to his home — a home made 
dear to him that it held a young wife and his only 
child, who lay on a bed of sickness. There the 
Duke took shelter, there urged him to fly; but no! 
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the heart of a parent dung to his child* d^lurer to 
him than life. The child died, while the father^ 
being torn from his home, was murdered by the 
tyrant oirders of Jeffireys. The Duke, foigot fot 
the moment his own sufferings in the prefienoe of 
this humble yet sorrowing, man^ and he who but 
yesterday had fought for a throne — ^now knelt by 
the dying infant's bed and prayed that Ood would 
vouchfiafe to restore him to health oar take him to 
a happier world. Then risings and placing som6 
portion of the small means he had at his command 
in the mothei^s hand, he expressed gratitude to 
i^LOse who had sheltered him^ and hastened on the 
road which led to a scaffold. I hare retained some 
lines, which appear to me so expressive on this 
matter of history, that you shall hear them/' 

And with a gently yet dear voice^ made more 
impressiYe by the stillness of the nighty aba ikoE 
repeated them :-^ 

•• *Tte vain, 'tis vain, 
Oh ask tn« not to leave 
My dying child 1 

I most remain, 
Tb tvb tlia spoiler irMve 

Hit veb of darkneas o'er 
Those eyes so mild. 

No moHB, no cnorBt 
1^ ISladden this bud iMart 

With their effiilgent brtghtness. 
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Dim thf y lire. 
Each like a clouded star ; 
And deadly vfattenesa 
Over^pT^ftdeth now, 
That clamniy brow 
And cheek <me« bloomliig as th^ rose. 
« « « « 

My boy ! my boy I 
tfy liib! jxiy hope! ray Joy I 
No wprd9 can paint. 
The anguish of my breast ; 
And yat fhey deem 
That I could sleep, could rest, 
Apart from thee I 
No, DO, It cannot be ! 
Dear child, thy last look must be turned on me I" 

*' Beautiful r* I exclaimed; "a thousand thanks. 
I go with you, dear Henny, in ill your enthusiasm 
as regards the men who fought alike for their free- 
dom as their religion ; doubly so in my abhorrence 
and detestation of the tyranny of those times, whe- 
ther emanating from kings or councillors, which 
stiU lingers in tiie hearts and memories of those 
who are daily accustomed to look on the theatre 
where they were acted." 

*^ As will freedom of civil and religious liberty,'* 
shereplied, '* henceforth be ever dear to England — 
my country and my home. But the sun has already 
vanished behind those hills, and the moon will soon 
shine brightly over the vale. Come pets," she said, 
addressing two beautifrd terriers, ^^it is time that 

VOL. II. D 
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I should offer our friends some tea. And so ^," 

addressing me by my christian name, doubtless 
considering me an indulgent grandpapa, whom she 
had known long years — "you must wait till to- 
morrow; then I win mount my favourite pony, 
Monmouth, and we will have a scamper over the 
country, when I will introduce you to many spots of 
interest with which this ndghbourhood abounds." 
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CHAPTER m. 



Perhaps there is nothing in human nature more 
beautifdl than the trae^ heartfelt^ and simple affec- 
tion evinced by the young towards the aged; 
doubly so when that affection is returned by one 
whose heart is overflowing with tenderness and 
gratefiil fondness. As I followed this one of 
Nature's most charming daughters, and watched 
her hang over the chair of her she termed mother, 
who kissing her on the brow expressed words of 
gentle kindness, and then with grace attended to 
the feminine duties of the tea table, I own I envied 
both. Even Clifford, who sat in a comfortable 
arm-chair which commanded a view of the garden, 
appeared touched by the genuinely simple yet 
VOL. II. 2 D 
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natural gracefulness of all around him, and ad- 
dressing me with some warmth he declared that the 
spots I had selected as our halting-places, though 
utterly dissimilar, were chosen with the utmost at- 
tention to his pleasure. 

" But yesterday, Madam," he added, addressing 
our hostess, "buried amid the woodlands we re- 
ceived unaffected hospitality and were charmed 
with the scenery aroimd us. To-day we come to a 
fairy-land, with fairies to entertain us living in 
bowers of roses fit for Eastern princesses — ^with 
mile on mile of delicious woodlands and vales for 
our pleastire-grotind." 

And he spoke truly. The toom in which we sat 
was perfect of its kihd— the most fastidious, the eye 
of the most refined, could have discovered nothing 
to find fatdt with. Not dn artide of furniture de- 
noted pretension, far lesii rtdgarity or ostentation. 
All was i^ixiple elegance and ease. A pale green 
paper covered the sides of the room, arotmd which 
ran a broad gold moulding ; above the small white 
marble chimney-piece a handsome pier glass, with 
antique gilded firaming, rose nearfy to the ceiling, 
which lyas low. All the furniture was of satin 
wood, the sofa and arm-chairs being covered with 
a small simple chintz, of a light green flowery pat- 
tern, to match the paper. At the one end, a double 
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sliding panel, now thrown wuk, discovered a beau-^ 
tifal small conser^^atory^ in perfect keeping with 
the drawing-room^ filled with the most blocaning 
and sweetHSc^ted but not expensiTe flowers, on 
which the moon now E^bone in refxdgent bright- 
ness- Truly was it a fidry scene — ^fitting residence 
for its inmates. Another small room opened from 
the farther end, which was termed a morning-room 
or boudoir ; this was filled with books, save above 
the fire-place were hung several good pictures of 
those loved in life and whose remembrance was 
valued in death — ^not all, however, of man and 
woman and children, but of those dumb animals 

i which, as is generally the case with all kind hearts, 

I they loved to have in companionship on aU occa- 

sions. A small dining-room in addition formed 
the whole groimd-floor of this charming little abode, 
save the offices, which were in proportion to the 

f remainder of the house ; the bed-rooms, few in 

number, being all equally elegant, and abounding 
in comforts so welcome to those who, not demand- 
ing the extravagancies, yet love the conveniences 

1 of civilized life. 

I Sweet is the recollection of that evening, passed 

j in cheerftd conversation and fiiendly intercourse in 

that charming house ; and when at length, finding 

^ we had already trespassed by two hours on their 
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usual hour of retiring, we bid them ' good night/ 
I confess that, throwing open mj window and look- 
ing down that vast golden vale now hushed in 
night's quietness, I thought, though in the yery 
house where scenes of unquestionable interest had 
been acted, fiu: more of those who were then its 
inmates than of those who had taken part in civil 
strife. . 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The saddest heart in England would have felt 
some allevation of its sorrow could its owner have 
looked forth on that golden vale, as was my lot on 
the following brilliant morning of summer time. 
Rising early I threw awide my window and in- 
haled the firesh air, whose breezes filled the room 
with the delicious perfumes of the jasminey rose 
and honeysuckle, which clustered o'er the cottage. 
Dressing, I descended; and having made £riends 
with the two rough terriers hastened to the lawn, 
alike the better to inspect the beautiftd scene, as the 
residence wherein I had been welcomed. Truly 
was it a spot in which a lover of Nature, books 
and peace, might desire to dwell. Though it be sin 
to covet the goods of others, I committed that sin, 
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both as regards the house and its fine garden ; and, 
to speak the truth, I would willingly have taken the 
owners into the bargain. It was a delightfiil picture, 
this sylvan cottage, in the calm and balmy coolness 
of a dewy morning ; and to behold the rose-trees 
and creepers, as the warmth of the morning sun 
opened the closed flowers, that appeared thus to 
awake after rest of the night, and the fresh-blown 
rose-buds that were hardly to be seen the evening 
before. Truly was it a little fairy home, the exterior 
of which was wanting in none of those embellish- 
ments that are required to invest a cottage with 
those charms which ihe hand of Nature alone can 
ftjly set forth. Notwithstanding, however, the 
beauty of all fiiis, tlie variety of sweelnsmelling 
flowers, the magmficence of the scenery on wMch I 
looked, the stillness and quietness that reigned 
around, broken solely by the song of tlie blackbird 
and thrush, which in spite of the havoc they com- 
mitted in the fruit garden were never allowed to 
be disturbed,— <3iotwith8tanding the gambote of the 
two little bright-eyed feflows who chased one aao- 
ther around the borders, there was a certain vacancy 
tliat required filling up. If my animal senses were 
gratified, the mind felt somehow dissatisfied; and 
instead of allowing my whde heart to turn to- 
wards Heaven with deep gratitude for the blessings 
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granted to me, I yearned for the companionship of 
the sweet girl who had so pleased me by her grace- 
ful intelligence the night previous. Such is human 
nature — ^never satisfied. In this case my wishes 
were not long unrealized. From one of the French 
windows she now stepped, firesh and bright as the 
morning; and being most warmly welcomed by 
her pets, she turned and greeted me with much 
kindness. 

" What think you of our hermitage ?'* 
*^ As charming as yourself." 
** And the prospect I" 

" As unlike you as possible— wanting your wild- 
ness of character, yet most luxuriant in Nature's 
beauties. And yet on such a morning as this the 
expanse of vale within the range of the eye is so 
vast that it subdues the imagination, whicL you 
could never do." 

*< Ever as you were !" she replied. (Even now as 
in my childhood ready to get up a little quarrelsome 
opposition, for the sake of making peace, which 
often tends to bind us in firmer fiiendship.) ^^ But 
I know you well ; you delight in all such scenery 
as this. So, breakfast being over, we will start at 
once, and riding to the top of yon hill I will show 
you a panorama such as Europe cannot surpass ; 

VOL. II. E 



218 THE WEST OF ENGLAND 

and then to spots alike gloriously bedecked by 
Nature and interesting from by-gone events ! " 

Those who delight in that most agreeable of 
meals, a breakfast, if so be the hearts of the com- 
pany are cheerfiil, are welcx)me td a seat at the 
most 3imple yet charming repast it was ever my 
good fortune to partake of. In the little boudoir I 
have already spoken of — or I will rather call it a 
snug little morning book-room— on a round table 
was laid the whitest of damask cloths, in the centre 
of which stood a glass of varied-coloured moss 
roses, that filled the apartment with perfume. 
Home-made bread, with strawberries and Devon- 
shire cream, new eggs, and prawns fresh the day 
previous from the rocky coast of Beer, ofiered a 
repast befitting those who gave it, as those who 
enjoyed it. 

At this pleasant meal it was decided we were to 
halt for the time at their agreeable quarters, — ^the 
more so, as my duties called me among the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring town; and Clifford, 
nothing loath to linger amid such fair scenes 
and, as he remarked, in such sylvan quarters, de- 
cided on remaining with our kind hostess while we 
rode forth over hill and far away on that fair sum- 
mer's morning. 

Half an hour after breakfast my youthftil and 
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i h intelligent companion and escort mounted her fa- 

vourite little grey Arabian ^ Monmouth/ dressed in 
bflf the most simple yet admirably-fitting dark blue 

m- riding-habit, while her small and gracefiil head was 

tie covered with a black, well-made ^wide-awake' 

HIT and flowing plume; indeed I would give you a 

H sketch of my companion did I not fear to cause a 

ts degree of envy in the hearts of those who pro- 

)|e bably would have had no objection to have ridden 

re by her side. Having been reminded to be careful 

!S of my charge by our kind hostess, we slowly rode 

I up the beautiful heights which surround the golden 

vale of Taunton. 

As we did so I pressed her for information in 
reference to that town which the murderer Jefireys 
had stained with blood, and wandering back to the 
era of his tjnrant master, James, thanked God with 
my whole spirit aloud and so fervently at the 
blessed peace which reigned in our feir land that 
my companion, fully entering into my sentiments, 
added her own meed of thankfulness, asserting 
** that if the spirit of religious controversy as regards 
trifles, little understood in many cases by those 
* most angry in dispute and most bigotted in opinion, 

could but merge into that which sought only true 
Christianity and brotherhood, there would be little 
VOL, II. 2 E 
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wanting to make ours the most blessed of nations 
in happiness." 

" You ask me, however, of the town below?'* she 
added, as we sat on horseback on^ these beautiftd 
hills. ^' I will tell you all I know, for we seldom 
visit it, save we require some of those trifles you 
will say that women always do want. In fact, we 
have an occasional day of shopping — ^and the 
Gazette tells us all else, and more than we desire 
to know." 

*^ Precisely. You visit the Berlin wool-shop, and 
the drapers, and the dress-makers, and fifty other 
shops, bringing home an abundance of unnecessary 
commodities which you fancy you require, but really 
do not want— often to make things still more use- 
less. Well, it keeps you out of mischief, and so 
far the habit is desirable. Nevertheless, I take 
leave to add that I am your devoted cavalier on 
all occasions save on shopping days." 

** In some sense of the word you speak truly ; 
but our shopping is not precisely such as you 
would believe. However, the markets are as plen- 
tiftdly supplied as of old, but unfortunately the 
supply vanishes with the rapidity of the times to 
the great marts of London, Bristol and Bath* So, 
wanting a turkey fattened in the golden vale, you 
must be up with the lark to secure the best, or put 
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up with such as may be deemed good enough ,for 
rustics who live a hundred and sixty miles firom the 
great Babylon^ and who were doubtless once con- 
sidered as unknown savages^ who &ttened on 
Somerset bacon and drank nothing but cider. 
Notwithstanding railways and speculation, howeyer, 
(thanks be to God!) what is left for us is good 
enough and cheap enough for those who desire to live 
comfortably themselves and wish others to live at all. 
So fiir as regards poultry or meat on market days, 
that is both abundant and good ; but by some law 
— why or wherefore instituted I know not, which 
requires, nevertheless, immediate reform — ^there is 
a monopoly permitted among the knights of the 
cleaver, two being only allowed to follow the trade 
within the town. Therefore, failing to obtain such 
as you desire on market days, alternative you have 
none but to request a joint firom one or the other, 
being entirely at their mercy; and as he of the 
upper part of the town is independent and some- 
what (^inionated as to his neighbours* requirements, 
should you perchance to solicit a sirloin of beef, 
having none, he sends you a joint of mutton of such 
weight that probably, having limited appetites and 
liking not mutton, you are displeased or disgusted ; 
but keep it you must or get nothing. Whereas 
the other, being courteous and civil, should he send 
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a shoulder when you require a leg, not wishing to 
hurt the good man's feelings you are obliged to 
roast it and order onion sauce, which is a most ex- 
cellent addition, but not sweet smelling.'' 

And thus the laughing girl went on speaking in all 
mirth of men and things, and yet causing me much 
amusement and much information — 

"Notwithstanding this monopoly of butchers' 
meat, the town increases in size, as its population in 
number. But I regret to add there is a repose — ^I 
must, without intended discourtesy, term it a lethar- 
gic repose — among the inhabitants, as if the effect 
of abundance, fair scenery and mild climate acted 
on the population, as in olden times the riches of 
Mexico did on the fiery Spaniards. They live in the 
land of milk and honey, and being content with their 
lot scarcely aspire to anything more. Consequently 
the reposing population increase, but the indus- 
trious mechanic and labouring population decrease. 
And yet that fair town, now by man^s genius 
brought within four hours of the greatest commer- 
cial city in the world — ^watered by a pleasant river, 
permitting a considerable navigation within a few 
leagues of the Bristol Channel, sheltered by splen- 
did hills, on which the rigours of winter are rarely 
felt with severity, or the snow known to linger — 
situated in a golden vale, — in fact like Palermo, in . 
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Val di Conchiglia d'Oro, on which the summer 
heat never strikes too oppressively, — ^like the land of 
the south^ producing vegetation of the most abun- 
dant kind and flowers the most beautiful and luxu- 
riant — ^makes apparently but few strides in the 
great race of improvement and industry. Ask why. 
The answer would be ^ the supply is equal to the 
demand,* — ^that is, for the body. So, be it wanting 
something for the mind * you must order it from 
London.' Thus stands a town placed by the hand 
of man in one of Nature's fairest gardens, which, 
like a plant in parched ground you forget to tend 
and water ; so it withers and lingers and dies, and 
is cast away." 

*^ Truly, young lady," I added, as we now ap- 
proached the little town of Ilminster, "you speak 
boldly of the place, as of the people. In good 
faith were you but a man you would have little 
chance of election as a bailiff or an alderman." 

" And I would covet neither the one or the other. 
But were I so I would stir up the spirit of the 
men of the west to fight the battle of industry and 
prove the dignity of labour. More, there should 
be some honour in the old saying — ^ Where should 
I be bom else but in Taunton Dean ;' for such was 
their phrase in other days, as were it a disparage- 
ment to be bom in any other place and none in 
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England, nay, in the world, were to be compared 
with it. Still, I am told there are some active 
spirits in this fair town of the west — ^among them 

the much-respected E W ^ a man who, 

though suffering from dreadful physical affliction 
and for twenty years reduced to crutches, has yet 
a mind and spirit carrying all obstacles before it, 
and ably advocating^ the spirit of advance among 
his fellow townsmen.'' 

But we now approached the park of Dillington, my 
fair companion having selected this beautiful ride 
to point out to me a splendid Spanish chesnut tree, 
measuring at three feet from the ground upwards 
twenty-six feet in circumference. The old branches 
have principally been renloved by the ravages of 
time, but there are others attached to it which pro- 
duce large timber, as well as a quantity of fruit 
annually. As we drew the rein beneath this noble 
tree, of which I give an imperfect sketch, she 
gracefully took her plumed hat &om her head and 
bowed in memory of him who merited a better fate; 
then pointing at this immense tree, she added : 

'^ It is not only remarkable for its bulk, but also 
for having afforded shade to the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, who took refreshment under it during his 
progress through the west." 

Having lingered here an hour we diversified our 
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Monmouth's tree. 
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route, returning by agreeable lanes, well-wooded 
and well-cultivated farm lands, to join those whom 
we had left during our absence to visit charms 
nearer home. 

My duties called me the following day to more 
active if not more interesting scenes in the town, 
an account of which I must defer ; yet if I shall 
in this simple account be the means of inducing 
any one to follow my footsteps I fear not but they 
will thank me for having thus roughly marked their 
line of march. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Previous to quitting the pleasant neighbourhood 
of Taunton I would desire to say a few words in 
reference to its local administration. 

In days past, like most other of our inland towns, 
it was presided over by, or rather boasted of, a chief 
magistrate, be aring the honourable title of " his 
Worship the Mayor." The last of these civic func- 
tionaries,*as history tells us, however, having died 
a natural death in days * lang syne,' in those we 
live in his important duties miserably, yet so far 
wisely curtailed, are entrusted to two (doubtless 
illustrious) individuals glorying in the title of High 
Bailiffs. Whether their functions are in proportion 
to the appellation ' High,' or simply in reference to 
the Bailiff, I will leave for their fellow-townsmen 
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to e^Iain ; and fkr be it from me to criticize the 
wisdom of the selection, on whomsoever it may- 
chance to fall ; yet it does appear to me, as doubt- 
less it must to many more practically infermed as to 
the wants and advantages of this quiet town, strange 
that those who sit in the pride of high place, if not 
in the possession of high power, should be chosen 
without reference to mental acquirements or aught 
termed qualification, as leaders in all tending to 
benefit their fellow-men or the town, in which 
' corporealty ' they unquestionably, during the pe- 
riod to which I allude, took a * large,' if not a 
prominent station. 

The loss of this heretofore chief magistrate (at 
least so we read) emanated from very simple causes 
—causes which unhappily do not as yet appear to 
be eradicated, and at which many may be disposed 
to smile, even knowing them to be facts — solely that 
when an election was about to take place to fill the 
magisterial seat, vacated by death or the expiration 
of official servitude, the Tauntonians, never early 
risers or prominently active in life's labour, save as 
regards trifles — ^to them all-prominent features in 
the world's advance — perchanced to take an extra 
nap on that fair morning ; and thus, as things then 
were and unfortunatdy not seldom now are, the 
hour of election passed without even the limited 
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number of burgesses being present to elect ; and 
thus this highly-favoured town — ^the capital of the 
vale of milk and honey — ^lost for ever their poten- 
tate, and thenceforth have submitted to the rule of 
bailiffs. 

I am well aware, for I have felt when sojourning 
there, that the enervating effects of the climate of 
that charming garden of Somerset rather inclines 
both mind and body to indolence and ease than 
energy and activity ; and although an early riser, 
I have not seldom, like the worthy freemen afore- 
said, found myself induced to turn and turn again 
— ^to ruminate and refresh the body with an ex- 
tra snooze, or a nap or a dose, or whatever men 
may term the indulgence, till long afker the sun 
has glittered on the waters of the Tone and its 
surrounding luxurious and smiling meads, through 
which 

**The river nobly foams and flows— 

The charm of this enchanted ground — 
And all its thousand turns disclose 
Some (iresber beauty, varyhig sound.*' 

And when I have quitted this one of Nature's 
most cheerftd landscapes, and endeavoured to satisfy 
my mind as to the cause of the unwonted depression 
and prostration that affected me, I have ever come 
to the conclusion that it was the unusual mildness 
of the air, even in mid-winter time. So be it. And 
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this I am willing to believe is also the cause of the 
utter stagnation, as also the utter want of enterprise, 
which apparently reigns in the minds as evinced 
in the actions of the inhabitants. 

As for the Bailiffs, poor men ! what may be their 
important duties, I know now not ; or whether they 
be ungamished standing dishes, or mere well-nur- 
tured gentlemen, condemned by the public voice to 
save the majority some little trouble for a season 
in positions to which they were neither bom or for 
which they have capacity — at least if I may judge 
f from their Amctionaries, and I speak of them as mere 

public flesh and blood, bedecked in public attire, 
for of their private individuality I know nothing, 
who gave me the honour of their support, such as 
it was, certainly not of their money, as regards the 
subject of the wide-world Exhibition of Industry ; 
in the glory of which some, indeed many, of their 
fellow-townsmen have so laudably and with so much 
genius and industry generously contributed. I 
should say they were fer better fitted to be beef- 
eaters than Bailiffs or aught else where mind is 
called into action, heart touched, or courtesy and 
loyalty required; and I must own it did then, as ever 
will it, appear to me a question worthy of considerar- 
tion to those active-minded residents in this pleasant 
abiding-place who hold property, as to whether it 
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would not be desirable to be up and stirring witii 
the times, and once more endeavour to place the 
town of Taunton on the same footing as that of 
their neighbours, than to dream away life amid 
smiling pastures and pleasant climate, permitting 
the en^gy of the past to be neglected and forgotten 
in the present want of it. 

This has not been written with intended discom*- 
tesy, but with a desire to create a new era in life's 
progress in scenes to which God has been so boun- 
tifiil. Indeed, I never recur to this seat of histori- 
cal lore and luxuriant groves than my heart reverts 
in gratefiil and pleasurable recollection to one whom 
from father to son can justly call it home, and who 
while he honoured me with his friendship enabled 
me to pass many a pleasant hour in rational conver- 
sation, as in agreeable and mentsd association. 

Without hesitation I refer to the name of E 

W y a name familiar to all the county round, 

and justly respected where zeal in the service of 
his neighbour, charity without ostentation, and 
generosity, combined with no common mind, are 
welcomed among men. In all places and on all 
occasions where his energy and sound sense is 
required for the beneiSt of others, he is ever 
foremost, notwithstanding acute sufferings, pa- 
tiently endured for years, emanating from the dire 
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physical affliction of two broken thighs^ thus left 
with all the energy of middle life a cripple and 
on crutches. Need I say mc«^ to prove the fact of 
his« elastic mind than to add that on these he 
Tisited the treasures of the capital of Kepublican 
France, and when there, brief as the time allotted 
to him, saw more that is worthy of inspection and 
gathered more valuable information from that he 
witnessed in two brief weeks than do nine-tenths 
of those who yearly loiter in the Palais Koyal, or 
idle away a hfe ih unprofitable pastime amid the 
perfiimed orangeries of the Tuillieres, or the fash- 
ionable refinement of the Champs Elysee. To such 
a man as this I applied for knowledge of Taunton 
and its people ; and all that he told me he told 
truly and frankly, yet ever with abundant good 
feeling, and an earnest desire for the welfiire of his 
fellow townsmen. For all that he was not un- 
mindfril of what was required, in rejoicing in that 
vouchsafed to them ; and I fancy, was he elected as 
chief magistrate and the order restored, more 
energy would henceforth be ensured and the 
motto "Aucto splendore resurgam" might hence- 
forth be exchanged for " Requiescat in pace," which 
I conceive they now merit. 

On my applying to one of the worthy Bailiffs 
for an explanation as to the cause of Taunton's 
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boasting of no Mayor, he thus in his wisdom cour- 
teously replied : 

" We have first-rate local ma^strates : had we 
a Mayor, their services might be lost. They now 
acquit themselves as regards the local administra- 
tion satisfactorily, and we require no more.'' 

So be it. If the Tauntonians are satisfied, why- 
should the rest of the world interfere, even though 
the Times of this day, April 5th, sends forth an 
advertisement to those desirous of flying fsx>m 
the heat and turmoil of the metropolis, to hasten 
there, where they will find cheap houses, fi^shening 
gales, first-rate gastronomy, and a thousand charms. 

The Worshipful the Bailiff is a high-sounding 
title, and for aught I know to the contrary quite 
as aristocratic as a Worshipfiil Mayor. Sir 
Michael Jarvi, Bailiff, or Sir John Jones, Bailiff, 
would sound very well ; and as these are the days 
for the desecration of knightood, who can say 
but that some of these worthy men may not win 
their spurs ; it mattereth little apparently whether 
they be made of gold or pewt«r. True, there 
was, however, a time when this ancient and then 
glorious distinction of knighthood was gained solely 
in the battle-field or on the main, for some high 
deed of chivalry, to be recorded in England's his- 
tory. But now, forsooth, it is bestowed on tinkers 
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tailors, attomeys-at-Iaw, and candlestick-mak^^s — 
not for mending pots and pans better thaQ their 
neighbours, or for making well-fitting ^ lo^eks, ■ or 
for drawing honest briefs, or for inventing pattern 
candle-snufiers, — all in their several ways deserving 
of eulogium, — but for what, who can tell save those 
who recommend their sovereign to put a fool's qap 
often on an honest and popular man's head — ^to 
turn him henceforth into ridicule, if not contempt, 
when deserving something better? That which high 
genius used for its country's welfare, that which 
gallant deeds in war or high a^ in peace waa once 
so greatly coveted, is now a^^tually a cause of ridi* 
cule. Honour be to such a man as Stephenson, 
that he refused the dignity, though deservedly 
honoured by his gracious soveneign ! A G.C.B. or 
a K,C.B. are titles none can dispute; they confer 
the highest honour on those who receive them — 
well-earned distinctions conferred oq^ those who 
have contributed to the glory of England ; and if 
high talent and genius in art or industry arp, as 
they ought to be, rewarded, wide mufit the merit 
granted be between such men and thoife who pre- 
sent an address or have served as a civic Amctionary, 
which in other days consisted in the eating of turtle 
and the drinking of punch. If England is desirous 
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thus gracefaUy to bestow her honours where merit 
is due, better to found a new order of knighthood. 
Now it is most difficult to define the * My Lady ' 
of him who has led armies to victory, men of the 
highest scientific attainments or of the highest art, 
firom the *My Lady' of but yesterday, a tailor or 
a pork-butcher. Not for one moment that origini, 
has aught to do with the matter, if the man him- 
self has fairly gained it. So adieu to the bailiifs, 
hereafter for aught I know to be Sir John'd or Sir 
Thomas'd ; but not yet farewell to Taunton. 

The world's heart, as the world's mind, has re- 
cently been fevered by a letter emanating fipom the 
pen of the Prime Minister of England to one of 
our most distinguished prelates, on the subject of 
the Pope's mad bull, which has arrived fipom Some 
with sharpened horns, prepared to toss all the good 
Protestants of the United Kingdom. For my part 
I cannot help thinking that had Mr. Punch set his 
dog Toby at him, and opened his umbrella in his 
face, but that he would have bolted, direct on his 
return to the Vatican. However, it is scarce a 
subject to joke about; and I with some millions of 
my countrymen confess that the word ^imperti- 
nence,' used with all its force, precisely explains the 
Pope's conduct. What but impertinence that a 
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petty Prince, permitted by the aid of French 
bayonets to rule with the despotism of Catholic 
bigotry over an insignificant and fallen State, 
should presume to tlunist his presumptuous priest- 
craft on such a nation as Protestant England? 
Again, the reading of Lord John's letter almost 
inclines one to laugh, not, however, I beg to ob- 
serve, at the Minister or the letter, but at the very 
severe and smart box inflicted on the Popish 
Prince's ears. In truth they must tingle even now. 
What then I Having drawn the sword from the 
scabbard (or placed the pen into the ink-bottle), 
like a man fighting in the dark against a host of 
hidden enemies, it is only to be hoped that he will 
thrust home like a gallant warrior, and, having 
marked one man, be enabled to secure him. True, 
the wound may be only a flesh one, but the skir- 
mish has commenced. The advanced picquets 
have been gallantly driven in, and have fidlen back 
on the main body of the Soman Catholic army. 
It is time therefore to throw away the scabbard ; 
for though Lord John Russell has for the moment 
beaten back the advance of the foe, thus inspiring 
his forces gathered round him from east and west, 
north and south — ^and he has done so vigorously 
and honestly, yet possibly unadvisedly — or at least 
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I may presume to say hastily, — mthout, if I may 
Use the vulgar term, he must * go the whole hog ' 
— ^that isj Hail his colours to the mast, if he would 
swim and not isink in the storin. And why so? 
That he will have bfought on his flanks a 
force of political guerillas, who caring not one 
iota for tope, Cardinal, or Bishop, will harass 
and assault him solely for plunder or for power. 
There are, however, a host of staunch and true^ 
hearted Christians and Protestants, who will stand 
by him to the last — ^men of high honour, high 
intellect, and above all true faith in mercy through 
Ihe sufferings of their Redeemer, who are loyal to 
their sovereign and true friends to their country, — 
Utterly opposed to the Pope and his elected pre- 
ktes) yet nevertheless real advocates of civil and 
religious liberty under the law, and its right spirit. 
And while they honour the writer of the letter to 
the Bishop of Durham as a lUihister and a man^ 
yet will they only support him that he abides by 
the whole tenor of it, acting however as far as 
inay be against a form of religion all true Protes- 
tants abhor, and not against its followers — clinging 
to the Cross of Christ as the only hope of salva- 
tion — ^and legislating religiously and not politically 
on such a subject ; putting down with a firm heart, 
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not the men, but their mummeries and absurdities, 
more particularly as regards the Tractarians^ as 
wolves in sheep's clothing — even more detestable 
than Romanism; and thus feeling assured, that 
aught done in God's honour, God will acknowledge 
and uphold. If we are true Protestants, we can 
commit no act of wrong in endeavouring utterly to 
annihilate, as far as this country is concerned, the 
deep-laid, Jesuitical efforts of those who think little 
of thiB means, if the end be gained. Persecute 
not, however, those who kneel in darkness and 
even to wooden images, and worship forms and 
ceremonies — ^really absolute matters of derision — 
instead of kneeling to their God in the name of 
their Redeemer, as eflfectuaUy on the lonely heath 
as in the most costly cathedral that ere man's 
hands in most elaborate design or architectural 
genius erected. But urge the Legislature, aided 
by the law, if so called on, to put do^vn with a firm 
hand all attempts to intrude on the pure spirit of 
our simple faith ; and while nine-tenths of the 
people of this great nation will support the minister 
who thus acts, he cannot err either towards his 
Maker or deteriorate one jot from the spirit of 
religious toleration he has ever so honestly and 
manfully sustained, by thus preventing the dire 
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evils which we have just grounds to fear, should 
he deviate from the firm and upright course which 
he has selected as knowing it to be right. 

I will now, while speaking of my visit to the 
fair town of Taunton, name two establishments in 
its immediate neighbourhood which may create 
some interest, more particularly at the present 
period, in the minds of my readers, as regards the 
question above alluded to. The one, denominated 
the * Lodge,' is a Koman Catholic nunnery;* the 
other — smile if you will, and with reason, at its 
absurd title, if it be not nick-named — the ' Agape- 
mone,' or the Abode of Love. 

As regards convents — Catholic prisons — ^in this 
Protestant country, I desire to say as little as pos- 
sible with severity, in pourtesy to the sex of those 
self-immolated prisoners : nor do I desire to wound 
the feelings of any one, or to defeme ; and in truth, 



* *' The convent commonly called Taunton Lodge la a brancb of the 
ordei of the first Francis, which took its rise early in the 1 3th century. 
This English branch of the institute settled in Belgium 230 years ago ; and 
as it was entirely composed of British Catholic ladies, who did not know 
the language of the country sufficiently to take charge of an hospital, 
they confined themselves to the education of English young ladies. By 
the French revolution* these ladles were forced to quit Belgium hi 1794. 
They resided at Winchester till 1307, when they settled at Taunton, where 
they continue to educate a select number of young ladjes, according to 
their own idea of education." 
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save as regards the outward walls, I know nothing, 
either of the regulations of the convent itself or of 
the physiognomy of the Lady Abbess, or of any of 
the lady nuns her young charges, and still less of 
the illustrious inspector and counsellor, a gentleman 
who calls himself the Bishop of Cliflx)n, though it 
is a very pretty spot for a Bishop's Palace, and I 
confess I should feel myself "strong enough" for 
the place, if well salaried ; and as to the occasional 
jaunts to Taunton by express to visit this convent, 
they must be vastly agrefeable. And yet I must 
declare, when I have looked on the exterior of this 
said Lodge it has appeared to me to be a vastly 
pleasant abiding-place either for young gentlemen 
or for young ladies. And what is a strange fact, 
but not the less a true one, I have ever remarked 
that the priests of the Boman faith selected to per- 
form high mass and confess fidr maidens in merrie 
Protestant England should be nine times out of 
ten vastly agreeable companions, and peculiarly 
well-favoured men. In Foreign lands, more par- 
ticularly as regards Spain, where Bomanism exists 
in all the glitter of gold and formality — ^I will take 
for instance the cathedral at Burgos, where there is 
sufficient gold-leaf and paint to satisfy half-a-dozen 
Italian operas — ^the priesthood are rarely comely. 
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clean or attractive, save in their sallow ei^aciation 
or personal rotundity. But here, forsooth, whera 
the church bells send forth their soothing and melor 
dious notes eftch S^-bbath, o'pr luxuriant mead^ 
and sruiling peaceful vajes, to call together a cqu- 
gregation to gather in a simple e4ifice for shelter^ 
there to offer up prayerg to God's glory with sim- 
plicity and faith, these geutlqmpn walk abroad 
iu polished boots, with silk uipbrpllas undar th^ir 
arms, as were they jsent herp tp lei^d the fashion, 
instead of fliocks ^tray. As reg0rds Jl«a4y Ab^ 
besses, their nuns aud their nunuerie^s, I cpnader 
them as public chargu?ters and as public institutipni^ 
and a^ such, aud such alone, do I allude to then). 

Is it not then pitiful to think that white school^ 
and factcwies and all ofher similar iustitutiou^ ^m 
subfnitted to public inspection by the authority of 
Parliament, that no law ahould permit thp ^&^l& 
ordeal as regards Convents; still more so as re^- 
gards Abpdps of Loye — the formjer, to say tfeie lesast 
of them, resQrts of bigotry and intolerance, scarpe 
permitted in Catholic and Republican France, and 
yet abounding in the land we live in? At Taunton 
high walls and high trees exclude the public from a 
sight of the Convent, while vigilance and pareftdly 
locked doors k^ep the inmates from the enjoyment 
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of the bright world which God has graciously be^ 
stowed in His aJl-mercifiil wisdom. At Clifton it 
is even worse than at Taunton ; and I really be- 
lieve, should a stranger by chance find himself 
within the prescribed barricade he would be hunted 
fix)m the premises like a mad dog. If there is 
nothing wrong, if there is nothing unseemly within 
the walls of a convent, why are all the world ex- 
cluded! If I am not in error, till the inmates 
have taken the veil they have not quitted it, ac- 
cording to their sense. Let the doors, then, be 
opened awide, and let the multitude behold what 
christian offices are therein performed, what charily, 
what pure humiliation, what love and happiness. 
Then will a convent be judged on its right merits, 
and more leniently than at present ; still more so if 
an occasional inspection of proceedings by an official 
somewhat better in selection than that permitted 
from Bome, — a handsome, middle-aged, not over- 
scrupulous priest. 

But convents with all their objections, for aught 
I know to the contrary, may be abodes of innocent 
purity and happiness. But alas! what can man 
reasonably believe of an institution — ^indeed I am 
at a loss to name it, so I must 'call it as it is termed, 
" The Abode of Love " — ^a family of love, living 
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together ch^ek by jowl in h Pal^adise of trees and 
fiowers) in one of those dbos^ti spots of Englancl*s 
richest countied*— feasting^ not ftwting, and enjoying 
themselves to the top of their bent, «vett a joHlfica^ 
tion and a gi»ne of * hockey ' being permitted on the 
Sabbath morning, while our <x>ngregations are kneel- 
ing in prayer ; and {ot anght I know to the con- 
trary—as all is in comm<M— nsing each other's 
t4K)fth-4)rtidles ; riding on fine horses, lounging in 
first-rate carriages, and feritig sumptuously every 
day— "jolly CiMnpani(ms «vefy one,' as I am credifc- 
n^y mforttied ; men and maids, wives and widows, 
to the li*unber of threeHscore and more, with joint 
purses and wadhhandnstands ; the chins of the men 
'Closdy shaven) the ladies' locks all shorn— here 
again the equaKty I cobceive. 

And all this as fkr as it goes may possibly be 
treated wil3i derisi<m and conteimpt-^ooked on as a 
wrt of merty party, feasting and frolicking in 
this their Agapemone. But when we hear that 
the head and chief of this 'abode of love,' in 
the vale of nnlk and honey, is by Some of them 
looked on and worshipped as their God; when 
we hear of their having their chlipel turned into a 
b&nquctting-room, and denouncing the Sabbath, — ^I 
for (me am Ix^d enough to say ihat it is a disgrace 
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to England in this the enlightened 19th centuiy 
that such things are, or that the Legislature should 
allow such places to remain — ^the worst of gambHng- 
houses, and mummeries, and all else. This ^' abode 
of love" ought to be utterly uprooted, if alone to 
save the credit of our church, many of whose 
Tractarian ministers appear to have been its chief 
founders. Oh ! it is indeed degradation to think 
of this ' Abode of Love.' 

[Note].— The above chapter was written and sent to press 
prevtoMs («t tbt meeting oi }*aM\mfkBVti I so it in pnii;ted at it 
was written. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The fatigues consequent on this a^^ieeable day 
caused refreshing sleep, though not undisturbed by 
dreams and created fimcies, engendered on the mind 
by waking thoughts. Those, however, were pro- 
bably not such as may interest the reader who seeks 
romance. So be it; shut the book. To those, 
however, who can find some pleasure and some in- 
formation even fix»m the most simple narrative, read 
on. I saw not before me while dreaming of the fair 
form of her whose gentle kindness had afforded me 
that merry morning hours of delightful recreation 
and knowledge of the country as it now is, while 
peopling it as it was in days o£ bloodshed and civil 
war, — ^I saw not the fiill eye and open nostril of 
her favourite Arabian,^ as I had done while he 
bounded as if conscious of his precious burthen 
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with spirit and elasticity over the turf, — ^nor the 
floating plume or the beauteous landscape. My 
mind wandered to the city and the multitude, and 
the duties of the following day, which were those 
of fighting the battle of industry and endeavouring 
to create an emulation among my fellow labourers, 
that each might endeavour to prove by his own 
acts and deeds the dignity of labour and obtain 
its precious results. I fancied the inauguration, as 
it has not been unaptly termed, 5f the Exhibition 
of all Nations had at length arrived. The sun in 
all it« glory shone o'er the vast capital of England 
— ^the proudest commercial city of the world ; the 
banners of peace and brotherhood, industry and art, 
were floating in the summer's breeze, planted on 
English ground, around which * were gathered 
countless multitudes. 

Again the great city, which for the first time 
shelters the stranger from all parts of the known 
world, was hushed in the silence of night. But 
day dawns again on stirring life, and the festival 
is ushered in by the loud rich tones of all the 
chimes in London, while the vast throng, among 
whom I numbered, hasten onwards eager to behold* 
the most stupendous realization of human industry 
ever recorded in the history of the world. I dream 
again: the vast pile, the splendid glass edifice 
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devised by man'is genius and erected by man's 
hands appeared as illuminated with myriads of varied 
coloured lamps, diamonds and jewellery. The 
richest articles of art and industry surround me on 
all sides, I look from one of the long galleries on 
the mass below. My brain whirl^ as are my eyea 
dazzled, by the varied and unequalled splendour 
of the scene. There walks the noble from the 
£a^ robed in the richest garments ; near to him, 
dividing his attention between dead art and living; 
man, stands the rustic in velveteen and the soberly- 
attired mechanic. The fez of the Turk tow^^ above 
the plumed bonnet of our fair Englishwomen. Al- 
banian and Greek, Hungarian and Chinese, mingle 
in the vast crowd with the European. Every ima- 
ginable costume is there ; every nation on earth 
is there represented by labour and by life. My 
head falls giddy with the scene ; my heart even in 
sleep sickens with the idea— why, who can say, 
for strange thoughts enter the mind disturbed in 
sleep. I fancy that the building gives way at this 
moment. I hear an awful crash, as the fell of the 
thunder-bolt. A thousand cannons seem to roar. 
Crash 1 crash I the glittering glass flies asunder— 
the mighty iron pillars yield. A moment 1 and ten 
thousand human souls are hurried to destruction. 
Another roar of thunder ! In my agony I awake. 
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A cold perspiration hangs on my brow. I start, 
with eye-balls extended — spring from my bed — and 
awake to thank God it is all a dream. 

Day-light truly is at hand, but a thunder-storm, 
sudi as in midsummer time often occurs in England, 
is passing o'er the beauteous vale — ^yesterday so calm. 
Flashes of lightning again and again cross through 
the room. The thunder burst forth as I have never 
heard thunder in England before. The lovely 
flowers were laid low, the walks like running rivu- 
lets. The whole cottage appeared shaken. But 
it passed, growling like a lion, o'er the neighbouring 
hills, and the sun shone forth again, leaving all 
Nature as my heretofore troubled heart-— once more 
in repose. 

I prepared to meet the inhabitants of that town 
who will I trust yield their share of industry to 
the approaching festival^ of whose inauguration I 
had thus so painfully thought in my disturbed 
sleep. 

Breakfast being over, I hast^ed to the town 
where years * lang syne ' Monmouth was proclaimed 
a sovereign, and acts of Uoodshed and violence 
were perpetrated which after the lapse of more than 
a century have scarcely ceased to be the conversar 
tio^ of its inhabitants. Even now in these days of 
peace and cmnparative plenty it is scarcely pos- 
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sible to tread its public square or market-place 
without recurring to rebellious times, while the 
narrow street called '' Tangier" still more power- 
folly recals the mind to such wretches as Jeffi^ys 
and Kirke again, although a modem historian, with 
a noble spirit pervading every page of his most 
glorious work, if not entirely contradicting, yet re- 
moves in a great measure, the vilest acts of the latter. 
Yet the visitor who lingers where my footsteps led 
led me can scarcely look on the windows of the 
White Hart hostelry, still open to the public, with- 
out shuddering at the thought of past events, made 
still more singularly abhorrent inasmuch as during 
the past year it was the roof-tree of a murderer 
and mittderess whose crimes can scarce be paral- 
leled in the annals of human atrocity. 

Yet, leaving such painfol thoughts I must now 
turn to others more pleasing to all who value the 
onward course of human industry and labour, and 
who seek that art and science, combined with the 
dignity of labour and virtue's peacefol ways, should 
go hand in hand in securing the honour and happi- 
ness of our Protestant English homes. Many a 
humble roof I entered where genius laboured in 
simple attire, but widi eager hope. Many an hour 
I passed by the side of the working mechanic, and 
the ofttimes ill-requited artisan ; and healthy was 
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the lesson I learnt in my ardent desire to instil 
into their minds — ^hope, energy, and perseverance, 
to fight the great battle of industry with the con- 
tending wide-world army they were preparing to 
meet in England's capital; and when I beheld 
these men of varied positions and acquirements 
gathered together with other classes in life, both 
male and female, although opinions were varied, 
as always will they be, backed not seldom by sel- 
fishness and political partisanship, — ^it will ever be 
a source of pleasing, heartfelt recollection should I 
have induced one wavering spirit, however humble 
his lot, to labour onwards in good earnest, upright 
will, to serve himself, and thus equally serve man- 
kind. 

Few are aware— I honestly confess my previous 
ignorance of the varied acquirements — ^few will 
even believe, tiU they practically witness as did I, 
to whom we are indebted for half the luxuries, half 
the artistic skill, and all the manual labour which 
makes others rich — ^not seldom at their own ex- 
pense; and so far, if no farther, I confess the 
noble scheme of the Exhibition of Industry of 
1851 will, under God, tend to place labour on a 
proper footing — ^industry and genius on its surest 
foundation. Heretofore we have been enabled to 

VOL. It I 
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say ^this gorgeous silk! that graceful and various- 
tinted shawl !' — ^the one from Howell and James's, 
the other from Everington's — ^not always the pro- 
ducts of Foreign marts — ^are laid before the eyes 
of a thousand admirers. Nine hundred and ninety- 
nine out of that thousand go their way comment- 
ing and expatiating on their beauties, and praising 
their elegance and exquisite workmanship, and 
highly commending those whose wealth or capital 
has enabled them to offer such articles of refined 
luxury to fhe public gaze, as to admire them 
on the persons of those who have the means to 
possess them. Not a thought, however, not a care, 
is vouchsafed to the artisan who has laboured to 
produce such treasures ; nor is one word of grateful 
praise bestowed on the designer or the workman. 
No ; from the shops I have named or any others of 
sufficient note, they are said to have come. What 
more is required! Not a single syllable is uttered 
of where obtained, by whom produced. Suffice, there 
they are, to be purchased for money and worn for 
the admiring world ; and so is it from the beginning 
to the end of the chapter. The very shirts we 
wear, the coats, the boots, the hats, the very bread 
ci life by which we are sustained,— -one and all are 
too frequently the products of hard-working, ill- 



ANP THE EXHIBITION. 251 

requited, unremitting, struggling labour. Yet not a 
jot of gratitude is produced in our hearts that they 
have toiled and slaved while we perchance have 
slept calmly on a bed of down or enjoyed the 
fiivolous pleasures of life. We look on and wonder 
— ^remunerate the master-tailor or master-baker, and 
there ends the sum total of our thoughts. I would 
venture to hope, however, in this Great Exhibition 
of Industry of all Nations the poor artisan may 
have the benefit of his head or handiwork. If 
genius be found among the working class, however 
humble the possessor, he should reap the well- 
merited reward of his labours ; and I would fain 
hope and believe that among the exhibitors there 
will be foimd many whose productions known 
through this medium as their own, will take their 
station far higher among men than has hitherto 
been the case. At all events labour, agricultural 
ss well as mechanical, will be more fairly and 
more justly remunerated, while genius and art are 
acknowledged and rewarded. 

To those who look forward to visit this Great 
Exhibition of Industry simply as a splendid bazaar, 
which during the spring and summer time, cheered 
with bright suns and long days, they will hasten in 
parties of pleasure to behold, I may probably be 
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enabled to offer but little either of instruction 
or amusement. To those, however, who have 
the interest of their more humble and yet ofttiines 
not less intelligent brotherhood at hearty — still more 
so to those who laboured with me in this noble 
cause of industry, — ^who saw with practical eyes, and 
heard the numerous wild objections that not sel- 
dom were uttered against it, more particularly in 
the agricultural districts, — it may not be unpleasing 
that in these pages I brighten my onward path 
through the valleys of the beautiAil West with 
memories and anecdotes connected with these 
duties, though some are not unfamiliar; and to 
the enlightened foreigner who visits old England, 
and dwells as he will do with pride on the arts and 
produce of his native land — ^perhaps in some in- 
stances gaining the prize among so many and such 
numerous contenders — ^who may desire to know 
something of our rural districts, I am emboldened 
even to tell the simplest tale. 

To be truthftd, then, I am free to confess that 
amid all my Uttle oppositions those most difficult to 
disperse were not only the least grounded on upright 
and generous motives of reasonable judgment, but 
on silly motives of obstinate and untenable reason- 
ing, which, to do them justice, I cannot imagine 
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the opposers credited. The first of these objections 
was purely political ; and thus, although the leader 
of one political party as the leader of the other, 
combined with men of the highest attainments, 
highest worldly positions and highest honour, with 
the Prince Consort as their President, were ap- 
pointed by Her Majesty to promote this great un- 
deitaking — ^men who laboured together without 
thou^t of injury to the one class for the benefit of 
the other, but with the noble idea of uniting the 
labour of the world on one common battle-field of 
accumulative industry and christian brotherhood, 
— the whole scheme, by a very considerable and^ 
influential portion of the nation, was utterly de- 
nounced as a vast inauguration or feast of Free- 
Trade, for the annihilation of protection to native 
industry ; as if the ^ protection' they desire at least 
was not dead and buried in all reasoning minds 
long ere the Exhibition was bom. Spite of such 
feelings as regards this strong party, the enthusiasm 
of the majority increased like the Crystal Palace — 
emanating from the genius of Paxton — ^which daily 
rose like the tower of Babylon towards the skies. 
I say towards the skies, because the efforts of man, 
if honestly directed for the benefit of mankind, are 
acceptable to God, and for my part I shall hail 
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the day that the humble mechanic who now works 
at the loom ; the oftimes ill-paid^ suffering struggler 
of the garret, labouring, yet scarcely living ; the 
artist, galled by want and penury and humiliated 
by unrealized ambition ; the humblest as the highest 
genius gifted by God with powers of mind, may 
still hope that one ray of the sunshine of prosperity 
may fall on the gloomy aspect of his life, and that 
henceforth, inspired by emulation, he may be per- 
mitted to contend with the world at large, and take 
that station which intellect, in whatever form made 
useful to the world, ought to give him among his 
fellow men. Nay more : if he possess mecJiani- 
cal invention or other powers of art, display that 
art before the world as his own—claim it as his 
own — ^and receive that just reward from a grateful 
nation for his labours which hitherto have been hid 
from the light of day, or caused only power and 
wealth and honour to accrue to those who may 
have found the means to pay — ^alas! how niggardly 
— ^for the work of hands and heads who by honest 
industry have used high gifts to enrich ignorance 
and ease. 

But there was another strong tower of opposition 
built up by the objectors, which, however, was not 
difficult to upset ; yet strange to say in many in- 
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stances the fair sex stood longest in the breach. 
" What," said one of these by no means iinenlight>- 
ened spinsters^ whose sentiments were echoed by 
another and another, " Are you about to inundate 
the country with foreign goods t" Now this was 
really an admirable joke, as advanced by those who 
doubtless never intentionally wear an English shoe 
or an English glove, or aught else I wot of English 
save an impracticable bustle, which no Parisian 
artiste would have owned and which is now hap- 
pily becoming day by day an unnatural personal de- 
formity, more and more scarce among civilised 
society. But the assertion that this wide-world 
Exhibition was intended, or is intended, as a means 
of introducing foreign industry to the exclusion of 
our own is alike ungenerous in idea as untrue in 
fact. And were such the case, what then, to the 
high-minded and truly industrious I So far from 
feeling afflicted or humiliated, it should rather be a 
cause of rejoicing, as enabling us to show an incon- 
testible pre-eminence, at least as regards the usefrd, 
over the rest of the world. To asperse one's neigh- 
bour is to lower one's self. The rivalries between 
nations are paltry and shameful when they consist 
in denying or in hating the good that is done by 
our neighbours. These rivalries, on the contrary. 
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are noble and firuitfiil when they consist in acknow* 
ledging, in glorying, and in imitating the good 
which is done everywhere. Instead of jealonsies, 
these rivalries then become emulations. What 
does it signify whether a thing be English or 
French, provided it be a benefit! Virtues are of 
every country. It is God who inspires them, and 
humanity which develops them. Let us banish 
then all such feelings from our minds, not fearing 
that some industrious foreigner should carry away 
a well-deserved prize for a work of elegance or 
usefrilness, but rather glory in the feeling that, 
having invited him to our land, he should have 
taught us something which yet we knew not, and 
for which we should rather return our thanks than 
feel contempt and jealousy. 

I confess, with no intended discourtesy, that it 
appears to me somewhat absurd, somewhat ungene- 
rous, that those who would discard a glove made 
by English labour — ^would feel their pretty feet 
dishonoured were they cased in shoes not purchased 
and paid for at a large price, as supposed to have 
passed the waters which divide perjide Albion fix)m 
the land of Republican gloire — ^as that those who 
would scarce believe that their heads are protected 
from the weather, or fit to appear in what is termed 
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fashionable society, without they possess a Parisian 
aat, or pull on a boot made by a Parisian bootmaker, 
sitould bring forward such grounds of objection to 
that which in countless numbers they will rush to 
behold, sparing no expense for self gratification and 
self comfort, though they refused a groat to build 
a palace of industry or a kind word for its success, 
and returning thence delighted and amazed — de- 
lighted at the spectacle, and amazed at their igno- 
rance that all the vaunted treasures for which they 
have so readily paid as believing them to come 
£n>m foreign lands should have been made by the 
laborious hands of their own countrymen — ^the pro- 
duce of our own dear England! 
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CHAPTER VII. 



'* Every num, no matter hovr lowly he in«y appear to himself; might still en. 
dearonr to produce something tor tlie benefit or use of society, remembering 
fhat an Insect Aimiahes by Its laboor materials wherewitii to form the regal 
robes of kings.'* 



What a touching picture might be drawn of a 
rostic home embellished by the kindly bonds of 
fatoily union, united to the manifold comforts re- 
sulting fix)m peaceftd industry, combined vdth the 
blessings of sobriety and the earthly happiness of 
him who, renouncing the society of the beernshop 
or the ale-house, passes his time when released from 
the labours of the day in aiding those of his hearth 
by example and encouragement to fight the battle of 
Ufe! — ^in doing something, however trifling, to aid 
their early years in an honest endeavour practically 
to gain some knowledge of their duties to mafi — 
ever acceptable to and encouraged by God I It 
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was my lot, not seldom — ^a lot most pleasant to recol- 
lection — ^to witness the interior of some such homes 
amid the roral vales of old England ; and it will be 
still my greater happiness to know that many who 
thus act have, now the flag of industry is raised, 
gained some well-merited reward. 

But a word to those who fear that our native 
industry is to be crushed by foreign importations 
of "gew-gaws" and jewellery and firivolities of 
luxury — ^for such was the language used with re- 
ference to the Industrial Exhibition. Yet who will 
purchase, if purchased they are, such articles t 
Why, solely the rich, who purchase them now, and 
who would purchase, if to be had, whether offered 
for sale under the splendid glass palace of Pax- 
ton's genius or in the shops of foreign artiatesj or 
manufactories, wherever produced. The million, 
as do they now, will look to the useful, the lasting 
and the limited in price, with far more scrutiny 
than will they at splendouj* of workmanship, or in 
admiration of artistical beauty and taste; while the 
few, dwelling on the charms of art and genius, 
will demand alike the name of the inventor and 
producer. 

In the beautiful inland town to which at the 
moment I more particularly allude, it was my good 
fortune to enter the abode of more than one indus- 
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trious artisan^ possessed alike of qualities of mind, 
upright conduct, and persevering energy, which I 
doubt not will lead them to a higher place among 
men, as in public estimation, than they have 
hitherto ever dreamt of, after the inauguration of 
this great feast of industry and peaceM competition, 
which oflPers so wide a field alike for mechanical 
genius and mental invention. Not happily that 
merit has on all occasions been unrewarded or un- 
known, be that merit solely the work of men's 
hands. Yet am I satisfied there are very many 
cases in which a life-long toil of honest industry 
and labour has gone unrequited and unacknow- 
ledged to the grave, while chance, or what is vul- 
garly termed *Uuck," or speculation, or aught 
else, has risen with a hop, step and a jump, to 
the top of the ladder of fortune— fix>m the world's 
too ready eulogy of fortune, and too ready humili- 
ation of misfortune. 

It may not appear gracious to herald the names 
and works of those about to enter on this great 
arena to fight the battle with the world of industry ; 
nor perhaps ought I, nor will I, dwell too minutely 
on the expected productions of those who have so 
courteously permitted me an entry into their in- 
ventive laboratories, and to the world at large as 
yet secret inspirations of their craft. Yet why not? 
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My object is to do them justice and to acknowledge 
their kindness, by letting the world know whose the 
mind that creates, whose the hand that labours; 
and with all honour to him I may say that without 
the capital of *^merrie" England there is no 
superior upholsterer than Mr. Steevens — a native 
of that town which even the memory of the Bloody 
Assize may cause many a foreign footstep to visit. 

Those who witness Mr. Steevens's splendid cabi- 
net, combining as it does in every sense of the word 
elaborate inventire genius with unrivalled workman- 
ship and illustrative art, will have suflScient proof 
that even the artists of our inland towns — aye, even 
amid our lovely rural districts — are men who can 
vie with the world at large. 

I urge therefore on those who perchance may 
journey westward — whether they be my fellow- 
countrymen or those from foreign lands — to halt 
an hour or two at this pleasant abiding-place, be 
it only to cast a limited glance on a graceful dis- 
play of taste and industiy — the mind and the hand 
working in unison. I will vouch for this fact, that 
be he whom he may, if not urged by mere idle 
curiosity, who desires to witness this dep6t of ad- 
mirable workmanship, he will meet with all courtesy 
and attention from its owner. In the west he is 
well known ; and if I judge not incorrectly, before 
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the leaves of another summer wane perchance his 
prodnction may be judged fitting a place in the 
halls of our Sovereign, as will he be known to the 
world. Yet should a work of elegance, most ela- 
borately and skilfully carried out, be not sufficient 
to arrest your progress, follow, — ^and he will lead the 
way to his store of varied English woods — ^the 
production of, and collected from, the* forests and 
woodlands and parks of this highly-favoured island, 
and yet of such beauty and variety in grain, knot 
and colour, as may well astonish those who hereto- 
fore have imagined that mahogany is the only pro- 
duce fit for a dining-table or a side-board, and that 
satin-wood alone is sufficiently graceftd to set before 
the fastidious eyes of those who enter the drawing- 
room. 

But it is not alone of an establishment such as 
this that I desire to speak at any length. It r^ 
quires no trumpeter or advertisement. The in- 
dustry of genius is there sufficient to pave the way 
to uninterrupted success and admiration. 

Indeed it would be difficult, if not in vain, to 
describe the chaste and truly magnificent piece of 
fiimiture which Mr. Steevens, in conjunction with 
his brother and Mr. Peny, (whom I shall hereafter 
have occasion to mention,) are preparing for the 
Exhibition. I will therefore only name to those 
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who may not have the pleasure of seeing it, as for 
those more particularly of the west who may desire 
to form a sUght estimate of its varied beauties, 
that it forms an elaborate and exquisitely-carved 
Cabinet of English walnut, more particularly as 
representing the bounties supplied to man by the 
will of God during the four seasons, so charmingly 
described by the poet Thomson: — 

** Come, gentle Spring ; ethereal mildness, come! 
And from the bosom of yon drooping cloud, 
While music wakes aroond, veil'd in a ehower 
Of shadowing roses, on our plains descend. 

From brightening fields of ether, fair disclosed, 

Child of the sun, reftilgent Summer comes 

In pride of youth, and felt through Nature's depths. 

Crowned with the dckle and the wheaten sheaf. 
Autumn, nodding o*er the yellow plain. 
Comes Jovial on, the Doric reed 
Once more well pleased and true. 

See Winter comes to rule the varied year. 
Sullen and aad, with all his rising train^' 
Vapours, and cloudQ, and storms.** 

In truth is it a right royal piece of workmanship, 
fit for the Prince promoter of the Exhibition. 

He also who so cleverly carved in box the cradle 
ofiered for her Majesty's children claims Taunton 
as his native town ; and though others, perchance, 
may not seldom have gained the honour I fear 
which his industry and talented art ought to have 
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vouchsafed to him,* he works on, notwithstanding 
ill-health and moderate means, with redoubled in- 
dustry and enthusiasm, now that a fair field is 
offered for genius in this wide-world arena of emu- 
lation. I have stood beside him and watched the 
rapid and well-defined lines marked by his chisel, 
guided by taste and talent over the pencil lines oi 
the designer, which, though rough in their idea and 
illustration, he turned into works of beauty and 
elaborate carving which Gibbon would not be 
ashamed to own — indeed^ could not surpass, and 
the best carver of the day might well be proud of. 
On the subject of wood-carving — ^in which art I 
own I take great delight — ^my enquiries, or I should 
rather say my anxiety, to search out all that was 
curious in art, or pleasing as industrious, led me 
to the discovery of one of the most extraordinary 
specimens of native rustic genius and unremitting 
toil which it is possible to conceive; and while 
naming this fact I cannot but express my heartfelt 
sorrow that no generous patron or Christian heart 
should have been found to save the artist — ^for so 
even in his rusticity I may fairly name him — ^from 
penury and sin. But so it is, doubtless for some 

wise purpose ; and yet I fancy I err not in thus 

^ , 

• This remark has no reference to the share he had in the production 
of Mr. Steerens's cabinet. 
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mentioning the facts of the case as T had them 
from more than one to whom the man is known. 
The work of art to which I allnde is a model of 
Antwerp Cathedral, most elaborately carved in oak 
wood. The 8i25e of this model is very considerable. 
The tower, about four feet from the ground, may 
possibly convey to the mind some idea of its dimen-^ 
sions. Every pinnacle, every portion of ornamental 
caarving is there ; and when lighted up, even to the 
ftwe of the clock, which it can be, with an organ 
playing in the room, it forms a specimen of cathe* 
dral beauty which would satisfy the Pope himself. 
But the most astonishing part of the whole work 
is the fact that he who carved it was a day labourer 
of the fields — ^his only tool a knife, his only know-^ 
ledge of architectoral design or proportion that 
which he gained from an old print which he had 
treasnred up ; and with this hefore him each nighty 
after the labours of the day were over, as each 
morning ere they commenced, he would labour. 
The moment he had finished his time-allotted 
faandy-work, he hid it away in a very large chest, 
and, strange to say, though thus he laboured for 
seven long years, till well-nigh conduded, no per- 
son was aware dther of his tml or its f»t>dtk^. As 
a correct architectural model it may be possibly 
VOL. n. t. 
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be defecdve ; as a work of art and beauty it is 
worthy of all praise. Completed, he quitted the 
labours of the field, and conveyed his handy-work 
from town to town and village to village of the 
West ; but whether in the first onset he gained 
more sixpences than had hitherto been his lot, the 
blessings of sobriety forsook him — ^the accursed 
love of drink, which invariably brings calamity, 
took possession of him. And this work of art 
which for years had been his delight became, from 
the want of some helping hand or some friendly ad- 
vice, or some occasion like that now opened to the 
world, his bane and misfortune. Having given up 
a rural life of industry, to follow one of art, his 
hitherto simple pursuits of labour in the field be- 
came irksome; and as time advanced, without a 
helping hand to further the public exhibition of his 
genius, embarrassment followed till necessity obliged 
him to sacrifice the result of his industry and art 
for a tenth part of its real value. And thus one df 
the most ingenious specimens of uneducated talent 
stands ope^ to the public gaze in the shop-window 
of an upholsterer. I urged on its possessor tiie 
advisability of sending it to the Exhibition, to 
which he assented, setting forth I trust in all truth, 
the history of its invention and its completion. It 
will be no discredit, even to that stupendous col- 
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lection of human industry. But alas ! where is the 
mind that originated; where the hand that laboured, 
and the heart that beat with enthusiasm as each 
small-carved pinnacle of wood, each Lilliputian 
moulding and cornice, was added to the mimic 
edifice? Suffering in want and degradation in a 
felon's cell. Honest labour resigned for art — art, 
ill-compensated, ill-requited and unprotected, led 
to misfortune — ^misfortune to crime. The cravings 
of hunger, probably increased from the want of 
hitherto acquired stimulants, led the hand that had 
thus nobly worked to ignoble theft. I will pass 
over this painfiil tale with the simple expression 
of regret that some generous hand had not been 
stretched forward to aid and advise, as some gene- 
rous heart to inculcate dictates of religion and ho- 
nour into the heart of one, whom God had so gifted, 
when he might have hoped to have reaped some of 
the happy results which will doubtless accrue fix)m 
the opportunity now afforded by the wide-worid 
exhibition. 

^ There were others in different positions of station 
and circumstances that it was my good fortune to 
visit in this quiet rural town in search of industry. 
But I must leave them, with the hope that we may 
be permitted to meet on a practical arena, where 
the dignity of labour will be fully sustained. 
VOL. II. 2 L 
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To ihoee of my fiiir cQontiTwwomen, not hm sa 
to those of my countcymfin, who hold the idea that 
£>roigii importfttionft wiU be deafcmcttre to nathns 
i^duatry, I wonsid exphun a few tsifles predodly aa 
1 bomrd them from thoae of aU the most competent 
to judge^ inasmuch as they livo by the very means 
pf those arts and trades which others, having no 
knowledge of th^n, have so readily denounced 
to destraction and annihilation. In gi\dng these 
fieicts to the public^ however, I would desire to say 
nothing in the slightest degree tending to divulge 
the secrets of the crafts among whom I was so 
kkildly welcomed. Yet, &ir ladies^ in my hope 
that you will find out an Englishman can make a 
glove and a shoe, and an Englishwoman a bonnet 
or- a cape fit to bedeck your charming per»(»is as to 
be exhibited before the polite world, I will tell yon 
lihat nine<40nths of these little articles of refinement 
j(XBL purchase as from foreign lands are made in 
eisr own dear island, though the rivafary oi trade 
does permit a trifling enlargement on truth a 
^^ wee bit" beyond prevarieation, in the fact that 
the best gloves of Yeovil and of Wcnreesler are at 
tincMS submitted for pubho selection wHh labels, well 
fiishicmed to haiBma^ the eye, on which in golden 
letters a{^>ear "groate de Pomsy'' ^*g<mU de premiep 
qmlitdj*' and so forth. This^ to designate it in plain 
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Eiiglishy is a trick of the trade — ^not precisely an 
lionest <Mie, Yet who is to blame ? Why, simply 
those who would not purchase a good article 
knowing it to be English, but always will a bad 
one, believing it to be French. 

In a yast and very agreeable assembly which 
took place in the Public Hall, at Yeovil, where 
several master-manufacturers of gloves were pre-* 
sent, who had most kindty shown me over their 
interesting establishments, and who attentively and 
courteously listened to my address on the subject 
€^ the Exhibition of Industry, one aged gentle- 
man who for half a century had been a glove 
manu&cturer thus spoke on the subject of protec- 
tion of native industry, which some feared would 
be destroyed. In a &w practical words he thus 
expressed himself;--^ 

^' Many years since, the glove trade of Yeovil wa» 
BMidi depressed, and we found oursdvea unable to 
eoBopete widi the influx of foreign goods, on the 
protection allowed to us. I was selected as the 
chairman of a deputation which proceeded to L(m- 
d(m to obtain an interview with the minister. We 
succeeded in Inringing our case he£oc& the states- 
man ; but he gave us no hope, and we returned 
home to Yeovil with the fear of ruin on all sides. 
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Happily among us there were^ men whose energies 
were not easily to be subdued, and we therefore 
came to the unanimous conclusion that, instead of 
giving way to misfortune we could not avoid at pre- 
sent, it was our duty to double our energy for the 
future, and thus protect ourselves. So we set to 
work with a right good will; God aided our labours, 
and I have lived to see the day when our town and 
trade are flourishing, and we fear not the power of 
successftdly competing with all the world." 

I could name a dozen instances of this nature, 
but while on the one hand I might trespass on 
grounds on which I have no desire unkindly to 
poach, I might induce others little interested in 
such details to lay down my book. I will, there- 
fore, solely add that in the ancient town of Malmes- 
bury the most beautiful lace is made by women and 
children equal to that of Honiton, and yet it rarely 
finds its way even to the neighbouring marts of 
Bath and Bristol. A chance traveller may per- 
chance to pass there, and admiring the beauty of 
the workmanship purchase a few yards to present 
to his wife or his affianced, and on some occasions 
may take a score or two on speculation to the 
metropolis; beyond this it scarcely finds its way 
without the limits of the Duke of Beaufort's hunt. 
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The town trade is somewhat curiously carried out. 
For those who may he interested in such subjects, 
I will give a jbrief detail : — 

** An aged woman has a lace school. Her scholars 
in the first instance pay two-pence a week to learn 
the trade, gi^^g ^P the produce of their labour ; 
having learnt it they still pay the same sum, but 
their handy-work then becomes their own. This is 
exchanged at a general shop for bread, bacon, tea, 
or ought else, and firom thence is disposed of to 
trim the night-caps, or trousers, or collars, or ought 
else, belonging to fair ladies. Thus it is astonishing 
the amoimt of traffic that goes on, and yet how 
little money passes, a first-rate hand being enabled 
with great difficulty -to clear twenty shillings a 
month." 

All these little matters came to my notice during 
my visit throughout the district allotted to me ; and 
I trust 1 may have induced even the poor women 
of Malmesbury to send something to the Exhibition 
which will not pass unnoticed, though placed side by 
side with that fix)m the beauteous vale of Honiton 
and the hitherto more esteemed lace from Brussels 
and Valenciennes and Mecklin. 

A word on hats, and I have done. Believe not, 
ye men of England, inasmuch as hats were first 



1 



272 THB WEST OF ENGLAND 

invented in Paris fonr centuries gone b j, that Lon- 
don cannot produce one far superior to aught to be 
obtained in that interesting city, with all its glorious 
arts and civilization. But such is hj no means the 
belief, even of men whose heads are worthy of the 
best of covering. Like gcmts de Parisy so aro 
ehapeaux de Pcarisy exhibited in all the towns of 
England. Nevertheless every one of them ia 
made in the land we live in. As an instance of 
this absurdity I once possessed a hat imoL the ad- 
mirable shop of Messrs. Chapman and Moore, in 
Bond-street, of so good a quality that, having worn 
it for several months, not carefully, I deemed it 
worthy of renovation ; so for the payment of one 
shilling it became apparently almost new. Conceive 
my astonishment, however, on beholding the well- 
known names of Chapman and Moore erased, and 
ehapeaux de Paris inserted ; &ncy the indignity of 
this celebrated firm, on beholding such a desecration 
of their handy-work, which at first I did not dis- 
cover! On walking down the street, it occurred 
to me, the weather being hot, to admire the int^or 
of my new beaver. On observing the chapeaua de 
Paris, I instantly returned to the shop, fimcying 
that I had appropriated that which was not mine. 
** It is yours, I assure you, sir.** 
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*^ Then why place this label in I" 

'' Solely that French hats are the &shion, and all 
our customers ask for them.** 

^' Be it so ; in future leave mine as you find it, 
or insert John Bull, or ought else. I am satisfied 
with native industry; no disparagement to my 
neighbours of republican France, whose country 
I admire and whose people I respect.'* 

And now I must bid adieu once more to manu- 
&ctories, shops, bricks and walls, interesting as 
they are, and fly aWay again o'er hill and dale, to 
vales and woodlands of the west. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Once more on a gallant steed^ with the clear sky 
of summer above, surrounded by a rich luxuriant 
English home landscape — ^what so delightftd, what 
so exhilirating I Add to this a pleasant, well- 
informed companion. Who would desire more? 
If the spirit of envy entereth my heart more on 
one occasion than another, I must confess it is at 
such times as I behold a splendid horse, not seldom 
mounted by an indifferent rider, who possibly cares 
little for the noble animal and less for the healthy 
and all-pleasing recreation ; yet, having the wealth, 
he bestrides a horse whose value exceeds the yearly 
income of many a hard-working servant of the 
Crown, whereas he would be equally well satisfied, 
were it not the fashion to be so mounted, on a 
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quiet cob, value seven pounds. Yet why speak in 
envy of my neighbour's goods, with so much rear 
son at the time to be satisfied with my own. A 
clever hackney fell to my lot, while the beautiftJ 
Arabian, with distended nostril inhaling the morn- 
ing air, switched the offending fiies fi*om his flanks 
with his magnificent tail as we gently ascended 
the noble hill of Castle-ne-Eoche, leading towards 
the quiet yet pleasant inland town of Chard, where 
night and day the powers of steam in a thousand 
varied and intricate ways assist man's mind to 
send forth to home and foreign marts muslin of the 
most delicate texture and curtains fit to grace the 
palace of a Sultan. 

To you, my sporting friends, who love amid fair 
scenes to follow the Waltonian craft, I will say this 
pleasant spot is not difficult of access. A brief and 
delightfiil ride of scarce twelve miles from Taun- 
ton, o'er hill and through delightful valleys, will 
well repay you if your visit be solely to cast your 
fly on the rippling waters of the neighbouring 
trout streams. For my own part I have always 
been of opinion that the de ambuloHo per amena 
loea is one of the most intellectual feasts with 
which we can be treated in our journey through 
life; and one of the heaviest deprivations with 
which I could be visited would be that of being 
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placed in a positiou of never beholding the bean- 
ties with which Grod has blessed the world, as the 
arts with which man has endeavoured to adorn it. 
To those who go with me in such sentiments, whe- 
ther sportsman or perambulator, being at Chard, 
halt ibr the night ; there is much to interest the ior 
<|uiring mind ; and with the sun once more mount 
your trusty steed and ride forward through counlay 
rich in pasture and orchards, (beautiful beyond 
measure when the many-coloured perfomed blossoms 
hang thick on the trees, or even in Autumn time 
when the golden fiiiit clusters in abundance,) till 
you reach the ancient Abbey of Ford. It is a spot 
of deep interest, and to me ever of pleasant memory. 
I will endeavour to create some of those feelings in 
the hearts of my readers. Not that I participate 
in the enthusiastic emotions which were kindled in 
the breast of St. Bernard at the sight of an Abbey 
or a Monastery, which led him to exclaim, *^ Deus 
bone! quanta pauperihus promras solatia!" For, 
pardon me, gentlemen of the cowl and bead, that 
I never think of you, with few exceptions, but 
as somewhat over-indulgent gentlemen of the good 
things of this world. Though in former days I par- 
took of your hospitality in Spain under circum- 
stances, perchance, which did not precisely admit 
of discourtesy, yet I confess I have little of that 
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stoical philosophy which could leave me indifferent 
or unmoved to such a sight as that ancient Abbey, 
or indeed of any which has been dignified by 
wisdom, bravery, or virtue. 

** The man to little to be emried whose patriotism would not gain Ibtce 
upon the plains of M anthon, or whose piety would not grow warm juuid 
the ruins of lona." 

And although we may look now on those 
ancient structures as former abodes of indolence 
and ease rather than as seats where liter9,ture was 
cultivated and the practical duties of religion and 
humanity exhibited, the study, among its inmates 
of the ancient classics, and their preservation of 
those venerable relics, are proofs of their atten- 
tion to the former ; while their instruction of the 
ignorant, their humanity to the poor, and their 
relief to the stranger, attest, at least outwardly, the 
truth of the latter. 

But it is not my desire to enter into a disserta- 
tion on monks and monasteries, though that of Ford 
is well worthy of a day passed within its interesting 
walls ; and the present owner is not the man to say 
nay to him who knocks and- asks in courtesy for 
admission. I will simply add that it was built so 
far back as the year 1141— old enough, forsooth, to 
satisfy as to years the most enthusiastic antiquarian 
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— by a good lady named Adeline, niece to William 
the Conqueror, who, chancing to meet with some 
poor travelling monks, and pitying their forlorn 
condition, thus addressed them : — 

^^ Behold my manor, on which I now reside. It 
is sufficiently fertile. It is sheltered and shaded 
with wood. It is productive of grain and other 
fruits of the earth. Behold I I give it you in ex- 
change for the barren lands of Brightly, together 
with our manor-house, for ever. Bemove here 
until some more convenient monastery may be 
built for you on some other part of the estate ; nor 
will we be wanting to you in this respect, but will 
give you our best assistance to carry on that 
building." 

This young lady was, therefore, the founder of the 
abbey ; and from what she stated of the beauty and 
luxuriance of the scenery in 1141 may be gathered 
a fair idea of its splendour in that of 1851. I shall 
pass over as probably uninteresting several succes- 
sive ages during which the monks doubtless enjoyed 
themselves in this pleasant county and agreeable 
home, with its beautiful cloisters and chapel, and 
come down to the Gwyn family, whose last descen- 
dant dying a few years since, it was sold with the 
estate to its present owner. 
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In latter years the magnificent saloon and grand 
staircase bespeak by their elaborate carved work 
the master hand of Liigo Jones^ by whom the ceil- 
ings in some of the rooms were executed^ under 
the directions and at the expense of Edward 
Prideanx. The saloon contains the splendid tapes- 
try from the cartoon of Raphael ; and the following 
is an authentic account of the manner in which it 
came into the possession of a proprietor of Ford 
Abbey: — ^They were a present from Queen Anne to 
Francis Gwyn, who at the time was her Majest/s 
Secretary of War, having been found on board 
a Spanish galleon which was taken by one of our 
ships, and were intended as a present to the King 
of Spain^ from Arras, in Flanders. The tapestry 
became the property of the Admiralty, and was 
given as above stated by the Queen to Mr. Gwyn. 
The cartoons are five in number, the subjects being 
— ^the men of Lystra sacrificing to Paul and Bar- 
nabas as Jupiter and Mercury ; our Saviour, after 
his resurrection, delivering the keys of Heaven to 
St. Peter; Paul and John healing the sick at 
the beautifrd gate of the temple; Ananias and 
Sapphira; and the miraculous draught of Fishes. 
The figures are very large, and the colours 
splendid, and the whole are in a very high degree 
of preservation, though the slight depredations of 
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intruding moths lead me to hope some course will 
be taken to protect such magnificent specimens of 
art from farther molestation. 

I have said enough^ I would fain believe, to in- 
duce many of my fellow countrymen to wander to 
this beauti&l edifice and linger many an hour 
amid the magnificent scenery by which it is sur- 
rounded. If they are lovers of antiquity and 
Nature, their curiosity will be amply repaid. Those 
who, having enjoyed this admirable scene, de- 
sire to follow amid the valley of sweet waters, 
through which a sparkling trout stream glides on- 
wards till it joins the ocean near Charmouth, 
will find a pleasant little hostelry not far fix)m the 
Abbey, where for a moderate outlay they may obtain 
bed and board such as the most fastidious might 
well be satisfied with ; and there with rod in hand, 
while they cast the many-coloured fly across the 
winding waters, they may people the Abbey once 
more with itg brotherhood of monks ; and, ende«r 
vouring to forget the evils of such institutions, 
bless the days in freedom of civil and religiQus 
liberty in which we live. 

As we rode along the varied lanes, admiring the 
clustering honeysuckle festooning the hedges, en- 
twined with wild roses and clematis, my compammi 
related a tale connected with the locality, which I 
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give here in the simple language in which it was 
told to me. The period, however, of its occurrence 
is sufficiently distant to have obliterated all recol- 
lection of its occurrence even firom the memory of 
those now living in the very neighbourhood where 
it actually occurred. 

^' Here on this small knoll," said my fair com- 
panion, '*not much beyond a half century gone 
by, stood a gibbet, on which the bones of as great 
a wretch as ever lived in the form of man, bleached 
by the air of heaven, hung as a horrid warning — 
happily now dispensed with— of the penalty of 
crime. 

" I need not tell you that if smuggling exists 
even in the present day, notwithstanding all precau- 
tion on the coasts of England^ at the period to 
which I allude it was merely considered as ^n 
illegal specujiation — ^to term it by the mildest? lan- 
guage — ^in which many classes embarked who held 
stations in life sufficient to guarantee, it might be 
supposed, their innocency and honour of the law. 
Such, however, was far from being th^ case ; and 
the tale which I shall tell is a convincing proof, 
if proof were wanting, that those who conveyed 
the merchandize across the Channel played but a 
humble part, notwithstanding the danger, in com- 
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parison with those who carried on the traffic on 
land. 

^^ The neighbourhood of Beer, on the coast of 
Devon, not five leagues from this spot, eren to 
within the last twenty years, was celebrated as a 
harbour for the contrabandist. There, the moment 
the goods were run, according to smuggling princi- 
ples, horses were prepared, the treasures were 
placed across their backs, and in droves, at times 
exceeding sixty in number, they were rapidly driven 
inland. The leading horse, generally termed the 
'captain' — a most sagacious animal — ^was not al- 
ways mounted. Sufficient that the word to stait 
was given, and the cavalcade proceeded at a quick 
pace to their destination, following like a string of 
mules, flanked and guarded by armed men. Their 
depdts, or places for storing away spirits, tea, silk, 
or any other treasures, were, generally speaking, 
lonely and retired farm-houses, but more particu- 
larly small inland inns or public houses, and not 
seldom — ^truth will out — ^lordly castles. 

*' But my story is not with the former or the 
latter. Beneath the foot of yon hill, where the 
woodlands are now vast and luxuriant, and near 
which you wiU observe a road which winds over the 
summit, there stood, where now there stands I 
fancy on the same foundation, a farm-house or large 
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road-side halting-place for travellers. Four score 
years now past traveUing in the west of England 
was an undertaking not seldom unattended with 
danger^ and at times as difficult as fatiguing. Car- 
riages to be hired there were few even for females, 
while the greater part of the male sex travelled 
across the country on horseback ; and this roadside 
inn, distant ten miles from a town and even now 
secluded, was often resorted to' for quiet or eco- 
nomy, or to divide the distance. All these facts 
are, however, so well known in the present state 
of society that I need not dwell on them. Suffice 
that on a dark and tempestuous night at the latter 
end of October, in the year 1770, a very young 
and beautifiil lady, accompanied solely by a female 
servant not much older than herself, after a long 
and fatiguing journey, drove up to the house I 
have named in a crazy hired carriage. Though 
much -fatigued, her anxiety to proceed was so great 
that although cautioned as to the difficulties and 
dangers of the road — ^notwithstanding the tempes- 
tuous weather — she could not be prevailed on to 
stop at the town where she had last changed horses. 
But she was a woman of noble spirit, on her way 
to join him she loved most on earth — ^an officer 
who had just landed at Bridport from foreign 
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shores, and from whom she had been parted for 
two long years, after as many weeks of married 
happiness. Acoompanied, therefore, by h^ £uth&d 
servant, little she thought of the badness of the 
roads, or the howling winds I Her heart was 
burning with love and affectionate desire to be one 
of the earliest, if not the first, to welcome him firom 
whom she had been the last to part. 

^^ Arrived at the lonely inn, she asked for horses. 
Much delay took place, and at last the ill-favoured 
features of the landlord appeiared. Holding a lan- 
tern to the carriage, he declared with much apparent 
regret that he had really only one horse fit to travel, 
all the others being engaged. Engaged truly were 
they, on a smuggling expedition to the coast ; for 
among his other bad qualities the host was one of 
the greatest contrabandist receivers in the county. 
Nevertheless a horse might possibly have been found, 
but that the post-boy — one of his smuggling con- 
federates — ^had hinted that the two female travellers 
apparently possessed both money and jewels, were 
perfectly unprotected and unknown in that part of 
the county, and going he knew not where. This 
was quite sufficient. They were not the first who 
had been pillaged — even murdered. He hastened 
to open the carriage-door, intreated the ladies to 
alight, assured them of good accommodation, adding 
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tbat a night's rest would do them service ; and he 
hoped on the return of day-light horses would be 
forthcoming to forward them on their way. Deep 
was the anxiety— ^tense the desire — of the young 
and loving wife to proceed, and liberal were her 
ofiPers of remuneration to secure the means. The 
more she expressed her generosity, however, the 
more decided his determination to detain her; 
alternative there was none, and at length, accom- 
panied by her maid, she alighted. The good 
accommodation promised, however, proved very 
indifferent. A small sitting-room, in which a 
miserable fire flickered, opened into a smaller bed- 
room, in the comer of which was a wretched bed. 
For this, however, the landlord apologised, adding, 
that if the lady could put up with it other ac- 
commodation would be found for her maid. 
To this, however, (notwithstanding an apparent 
earnestness on the part of the man to induce her 
to submit to the arrangement,) she positively de- 
murred ; and having dismissed him with an order 
for some refreshment, they agreed, that half- 
undressed, both mistress and maid should share 
the couch, till the break of day enabled them to 
proceed. 

*' Refreshment, such as it was^ being produced, 
the landlord officiously attended the placing of their 
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baggage, as also arranging the table. On wine, 
however, being ordered, he disappeared with alacrity 
to produce it ; but when the young lady drank off 
a glass, a country girl, who had assisted in the 
arrangement of the table and who had been 
closely watched, caught the eye of the traveller, 
and pointing to the bottle exclaimed in a whisper 
— 'beware I' 

"But I will pass over the events of this distressing 
night, which happily ended so pleasantly to the in- 
tended victim. 

" Landlord and servant departed. The suspicions 
of the travellers being excited, they carefiilly ab- 
stained from touching more of the wine, which was 
evidently drugged — ^so effectually drugged that no 
sooner had they laid down to rest than the mistress, 
carefully watched over by her faithful attendant, fell 
into a sound and happy sleep— -a sleep sound as the 
sleep of death! This was evidently the desire of 
the host, but the eye of God watched over her! 
About one in the morning the maid, having with 
great difficulty, being very much fatigued, kept her- 
self awake, heard a light footstep move along the 
passage. The bedroom door opened. Her mistress 
still slept soundly, with her head half-buried beneath 
the bed-clothes, on the outside of which the servant 
had laid herself, almost fainting with terror; yet. 
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still keeping up her courage^ she also pretended to 
be asleep, when a man holding in his hand a small 
lantern, cautiously entered. He examined the 
trunks, looked on the table, as if in search of 
valuables, and then, approaching the bed, watched 
the apparent sleepers; at the moment a deep- 
drawn, almost convulsive sigh, from the real 
sleeper, caused him to draw back for an in- 
stant; in so doing, however, he drew from his 
bosom a long knife, but all being hushed again as 
if in sleep, he passed his lamp across their eyes, 
and proceeded to search the pockets of the clothes 
they had taken off, possessing himself of a pocket- 
book and its valuable contents. At this moment, 
however, thanks be to God, the heavy tread of 
horses and accoutrements," as of a body of cavalry, 
were heard without the house, and soon a knocking 
at the inn-door, and several voices clamorous for 
admission, changed the scene ; muttering a fearfrd 
oath he hastily blew out the light and decamped. 
At first no admission or attention was given to those 
without; but the faithfrd attendant hearing him 
descend, regained her courage — ^first shook her mis- 
tress and endeavoured, though in vain, to awake 
her — ^then flew to the casement, threw it wide open, 
and called again and again loudly for help. The 
astonishment of those below was, for a moment 
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great^ for tbe night had now calmed, and the moon 
shone hrightly, when they heheld a female form at 
the window, and heard a female voice appeal for 
succour. * Dismount!' was the instantaneous order 
given bj a manly, yet gentle voice, to a^ assembled 
tooop of cavahy below. 'Dismount' — and-r-* Holloa,' 
you within ; if you do not instantly throw wide 
your doors they shall be shivered in a. thousand 
atoms.' Ten minutes scarcely elapsed ere the head 
of the loving wife was reposing on the breast of 
him so dear to her, and for whose sake she had run 
such risk. Roused at last by the noise, she had 
awakened from h^ heavy slumber caused by the 
drugged wine, and hastily with the help of her 
servant adjusting her dress, no less to her delight 
than astonishment, was received in the arms of her 
deliverer — and that ddiverer her husband!" 
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CHAPTER IX. 



" A tale of fiction, bearing some probability of 
truth — ^a chapter of romance to fill up a book of 
reality !" Some may thus exclaim. What then I 
If it has caused them aught of interest it will suf- 
fice. There are others, however, who will recognize 
facts, and believe in one of some himdreds of 
similar occurrences which actually took place in the 
West, as in almost every part of England, in less 
civilized days than our own. KecoUect, we had no 
city or rural police *^ lang syne ;" and if now, when 
the most remote portions of the land are brought 
within a brief distance of the metropolis, and know- 
ledge, education, with a higher sense of religion, 
and the blessings of peace and industry, are spread 
far and wide, we hear of the blackest crimes being 
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committed dunng the li^t of day in places within 
an horn's journey £rom London, what reason have 
we for doubting that the worst of crimes should 
have been committed in remote, secluded districts^ 
rarely visited — ^almost unknown, save to the passing 
traveller or dweller in the neighbourhood T Thus 
was it then. 

^^ The joy of meeting so unexpectedly and so hap- 
pily after long absence — ^previous fears and anxieties 
calmed and allayed — ^when the light of day once 
more broke again, instead of pinrsuing her journey, 
the now happy wife accompanied her husband 
back to the fair town from whence she had come. 

^^ It appeared that having landed sooner than was 
expected, he had received orders to move forward 
as soon as possible to the dty of Bristol, and thus, 
with the promptness of a good soldier, had lingered 
not on the line of march. Well was he repaid, 
for an hour later his happiness might have been 
for ever crushed. 

'^ I need scarcely add that the landlord had been 
immediately secured, and his house and premises 
strictly searched, when not only vast cellars filled 
with valuable contraband goods were found, but 
convincing proof that robbery, not seldom accom- 
panied by mutder, had been perpetrated. He was 
tried, found guilty, and condemned at Taunton; 
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and here on this green mount, as I have told you, 
his bones bleached and rattled in the midnight 
winds — ^long the horror of the traveller, and a 
warning to his accomplices. 

**But such recollections as these are by no 
means singular. Even in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the pleasarit town of Taunton scenes of 
horror have been enacted which are fresh in the 
memory of many living. Indeed, an aged but 
eccentric baronet resided not two score years since 
within sound of the bells of St. Mary's, who num- 
bered among his followers a steward in whom he 
placed the greatest confidence. If I err not, many 
a time he had been warned with unpleasant hints 
that his trust had been misplaced. What then? 
His feith was strong, and his character some- 
what opinionated. Nevertheless, like many others, 
he was deceived. 

" It was late one night, or rather in the first 
hour of the morning, that he was awakened from a 
sound sleep by a slight noise in his bed-room. He 
looked from his bed and beheld a strange man, 
disguised and armed with a pistol. Being both 
powerftil and brave, he instantly assailed the in- 
truder, wrenched the pistol presented at his head, 
ere fired, from the villain's hand, and throwing him 
on the ground, shouted aloud for help. The mur- 
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derer was secured, and proved to be no other than 
the unjust steward, who, it was subsequently as- 
certained, had robbed a kind and liberal master to 
some extent. He was tried, condemned, and 
hanged on a little green not two miles from the 
town, where a gallows was erected. 

*^ This fiujt is well known to many now living, 
and on the morning of the execution the eccentric 
baronet appeared himself at the foot of the gal- 
lows as he declared, to see the villain ^ fairly 
done to death.' A high ladder was placed below 
the scaffold for the culprit to mount, but not suffi- 
ciently high to please the once fond master ; for 
thet^ he stood, with eyes distended and hands 
firmly pressed, exclaiming as the criminal mounted 
each step, * Higher 1 Make the villain get higher! 
Higher I Higher, I say — ^that the lower he may 
fall.' " 

*' It is strange that these fair scenes should teem 
with such recollections," I replied; "but so is it 
willed. I was only recently perusing an early 
number of the Taunton Courier, of the year 1817, 
when I read the following : — 

*^ * Abhorrent Notice. — It was reported a few 
days since that the skin of the imfortunate wretch, 
James Marsh, who was executed for the murder of 
Robert Parsons, of Glastonbury, was brought into 
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Taunton for the purpose of teing tanned. Incre^ 
dulous as this may appear^ the fact is too well 
established to leave the slightest doubt of its 
authenticity. ' 

" I can scarcely fancy that the most savage na- 
tions were ever guilty of an action more disgracefiil. 
On mentioning this in mere passing conversation 
with a fiiend, and adding my disgust, he calmly 
replied, ^ It is perfectly true.' Moreover, a book 
was bcfund in it. And this is not a single in- 
stance, for a similar circumstance took place at 
Bristol, and the * amiable' owner of this human 
relict, of barbarity, having collected the printed 
evidence and the account of the trial, bound it 
mth the skin of the malefactor, and placed it in his 
library. Happily, most happily, civilization is now 
the order of the day ; and the land we live in is as 
well peopled as it is fair. But you have excited 
my curiosity, so let us ride onwards to view a 
spot alike interesting in beauty and saddened by 
crime." 

I may here remark that in this neighbourhood 
there are some of the finest elms and oaks in the 
kingdom, of which possibly Mr. Steevens can give 
a better account than can I who speak more as re- 
gards their beauty of outline and luxuriant foliage 
than the excellence of their wopd, of which, how- 
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ever, I had sufBcient proof. My last day amid 
these pleasant scenes of Nature's varied charms was 
passed in those of a different feature, yet possibly 
to many of more interest — ^riding along the splen- 
did ridge of hills called the Black Downs, which 
from the south overlook far and wide the golden 
vale of Taunton Dean ; and looking towards the 
e^t and north-east, the view has no mountainous 
boundary until it reaches the Polden Hills — a dis- 
tance of twenty miles. The climate of this vale is 
peculiarly mild and serene, and the soil highly fer- 
tile and productive. Indeed it may be truly called 
the "land of Canaan^ flowing with milk and 
honey." Passing onwards along this splendid 
range, with a bright sky above, and clear horizon, 
Taunton and its beautiful church towers lay nest- 
ling ajs in a sheltered, luxuriant and well-watered 
garden, with Bridgwater in the distance, and the 
channel, clear to the view ; while through the 
rich vale as a snake, or a war-horse snorting, and 
throwing forth curling smoke, the train steaming 
onwards in its rapid course, might well be traced — a 
practical, all-powerM illustration of advancing 
genius and ^ art. Not a yard, not a spot, along this 
mountain brow — ^if mountain it may be termed — 
but is attractive in variety of outline and grandeur 
of panoramic scenery. 
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Bide on^ traveller^ and thank Qod in fiilness of 
heart that the land is merry England ! Or if per- 
chance you follow my footsteps, you will ever and 
anon draw the rein in admiration and delight. 
When the snow of winter lingers there — ^which 
even at so great an elevation is but seldom for a 
length of time — ^perchance your roadway may prove 
somewhat bleak. What then? The theatre you 
will look on^ tliough with a shifted scene firom that 
of summer time, will be scarce less attractive. 

About nine miles ride along this ridge, I at- 
tained the object I had sought — a column raised in 
honour to the hero of a hundred battles — the 
veteran Wellington. No imposing architectural 
beauty marks this object of interest ; no Corinthian 
base, no fluted shafts, no Grecian wreaths. It stands 
a rude, proud, almost unfinished, ill-raised, lofty 
pillar, to the Prince of Victory, through the centre 
of which a narrow and dirty staircase leads the cu- 
rious through air somewhat foul, and darkness most 
unpleasing, to the pinnacle— truly it may be said — of 
splendour. What think you of the difficulty and 
disgust of your ascent — what of the rude and un- 
graceftd column itself — ^whenyou stand on the small 
gallery that surrounds it and behold a picture of Eng- 
land which would well repay a journey to and from 
the mighty Babylon for half an hour so passed? The 
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panorama I need scarcely describe, as I have al- 
ready dwelt so largely on the rich luxuriant beauty 
of this vale. So, having gratified the eye as the 
senses, descend to the grassy platform on which it 
is erected, and share with us the refreshment which 
two dear friends who had driven tb the spot in a 
poney carriage, had kindly provided. As we re* 
clined on the smooth, sheep-shorn, green velvet 
carpet on which the column stands, I will tell you 
that our bivouac was sheltered by a fir plantation, 
beyond which in undulating profusion wild and 
heather-clad hills, with well-cultivated and wooded 
bases, spread onwards towards the garden of 
Devon, while below the spot we had selected a 
wood of oaks such as England alone can boast of, 
and o'er which we looked, formed a gracefiil and 
delightfully refreshing barrier of foHage to the 
richly-cultivated slope which gradually descends to 
the cheerful little town of Wellington, the smoke 
of whose chiumeys, rising in the clear air, marks 
its position and adds beauty to the scene. 

And here in this rural and favoured little town 
industry and art work together — ^agricultural pur- 
suits and mechanical ingenuity go side by side in 
the race for man's comfort and improvement. But 
that is not all ; it can boast of one of the largest, 
and unquestionably one of the most admirably 



XSt> THE EXHIBITION. 297 

supported, manufactories in the West of England 
for die production of blankets and serge, the pro* 
pertj, as I belieye k a consid^able estate in land 
axound it^ of the Messis. Fo^ long residents in the 
town a&d neighbourhood — Quakers by f(»in of re- 
ligion, charitable and highly-^esteemed gentleineli 
by character and repute. 

Spealong of manufactories doubtless leads the 
minds of many, particularly of thoiiie tuia6cu»- 
tomed to aught but rural scenery and agricultural 
pursuit^ to {Bncy high chimneys^ with clouds of 
blackening smoke; ill-paid, over-woi^ed, unhealthy 
mechanics ; narrow and crowded streets ; myriads of 
childr^ 5 immorality and insobriety. The imagi- 
nation in this case would happily &r outstrip reality. 
Gkxi giant it does so elsewhere I Certainly in this 
ara of dvilization it is a greatly^^xaggerated picture 
in most oases. With reference to that of Wellingtoh 
I must say, with what pleasure I admit, that all 
I saw, all I felt, on the occasion wad at variance 
with the supposed theoretical opmions I have ad- 
vanced. 

Having descended ftom the glorious eminence 
which I have named, to the little market towi), it 
was in the course of duty (since in the course of 
pleasure and friendship) that I called on Mr. Fre- 
derick White, a gentleman well known and as 
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highly esteemed among his fellow townsmen fcr 
whom he acts, if I err not, as a leader in all things 
tending to their comfort and advantage, as did he 
with enthusiasm as honorary secretary to the local 
committee of the Great Exhibition of 1851. To 
him I am indebted for much information as regards 
the place and its neighbourhood; and I mention 
names solely that I write facts, and thus have 
an opportunity of expressing my acknowledgment 
for acts of courtesy and kindness which other- 
wise might be unrequited. By this gentleman I 
was informed that the interesting column which I 
have named had been erected by public subscrip- 
tion, to which the inhabitants of this small and 
charmingly-situated and well-provided town of Wel- 
lington had greatly contributed, in honour to him 
— ^the illustrious hero of a hundred fights — ^who 
took his title there&om, and whose glories in the 
name of England they were so praiseworthily 
desirous to secure to posterity. 

The column itself stands on a portion of a small 
estate which his Grace holds in the neighbourhood, 
and, as I have said, though boasting of little archi- 
tectural beauty, it is far and wide a land-mark on 
which no EngHshman can look without honest pride. 
The little town gave its all ; it could give no more. 
-The column rose stone by stone; and he to whom 
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the honour was paid visited the spot on its erec- 
tion and ascended to its pinnacle. What more ? 
Means were wanting even for its perfect completion 
in such form as was intended; aiid here a stone 
crumbles — ^there is one displaced. The beautifiii 
platform around it, intended as a well-kept area, is 
a wild heath. The half-made road to its approach 
is almost inaccessible save in midsummer time. The 
little hostelry built near at hand, also on a charming 
eminence, remains unused, seldom resorted to- 
half farm, half beer-house. And thus, unfortu- 
nately, like many other similar mementos of our 
country's heroes, it will remain if no enthusiastic 
lover of such proud works steps forth to succour this 
massive emblem of man's labour to man's honour 
of his race, for another race to witness, crushed and 
o'erthrown by the rude blast and pitiless storm, 
which like an avalanche rushes towards its exposed 
situation till that which should have stood for 
centuries in its pride of place, in splendid memory 
of a chiefs achievements never surpassed, is a 
mere mass of crumbling stone. 

As I have said, the natural advantages of its 

situation are peculiarly happy. It proudly marks 

the line of the horizon, and overhangs the great 

direct road through the south-west district of Eng- 
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liU34- JSo, pawmg ep^e can. escupe it. Its Io% 
lseg4 towers in view 6wn seft ta sQft. 

The peiciod (^ it3 eroctifiii beuig ^acided oik 
and th/0 bij^eat poiBib of Bla^ Itown Hill o^ei^ 
hmgbg the vale of Taimton s^lootod as the spot, ik 
was. proposed to ^adose three acj^acwt aUetments 
ildieceon to huild dweUiii^ whiqh shoiild be inha- 
hiAed by three old soldier natives olE&gland, Lrelaad 
and Scotland. These meu w^e to keep the. gcound 
iiround the colunm, as the coliunB itseb^ in (Hrder, — 
Qoe of them being chosen from the artilerj to take 
charge of the ordnance^ while at midsummer time 
the country all ground w^e te^ meet in festive 
hilarity on this glorious spot, theie^ to pass a meny 
day in festive and athletic games, for one of which 
9k prize called ^* Shaw's prize," was to be ^ven — ia 
mem<»7 of that gallant life-guardsman's hraveaTy at 
Waterloo, who was a native of Devon. 

Such were the intentions of the committee con- 
s|ituted to carry out these pleasing measures — ^mea- 
sures which were enthusiastically re^onded to by 
the public when the memory of glorious feats p^*- 
formed by Britii^ soldiers weife fresh in all hearts ; 
when tales of gallant victo:ries were listened to 
with delight But the time passed^ and now English 
victories and English soldiers have given way to 
thoughts of things that are, not have been. 



On the 20th of October^ 1817, the fomidatioii- 
stone wa3 laid; taxd it was there aiul then deeided 
that the fellowing mseriptiona dioxdd be placed on 
the three sideft oi the cohunn. On the south-— 
" Asaaye, India, protected." On the west — ^^ Spain 
and Poirtugal rescued; Yimeira, Torres Vedras, 
Salamanca, Badajoa^ Yittoria, &c.f and on the 
north--ea8t — ^^Bepiahlican tyranny subdued; Bay- 
oaoney Toulouse ; the Netherlands' saved; Europe 
ddivered; Waterloo." Wbwe are all the heart- 
beatings e£ enthusiafim — where all the pride-*- 
where all the real inspirations of glory emanating 
ftom such sentiments as these? Surely not in the 
crumbling stones which lay. scattered around its 
base. Surely not in the apparent neglect which 
reigns on a scene formed by Nature and set apart 
by man in memory of unequalled valour, to be re^ 
called annually to the iftultitude by festive and 
healthful enjoyments which never take pkce. 

To thia gentleman was I also indebted for an in* 
troduction to Mr. Fos, junior, who most kindly 
accompanied me over the whole' (^ his manu£u> 
tory. And in thus recalling to my recollection thts> 
interesting visit I wooM eS&r a heajrtfelt prayer 
to Crod that none o£ these' dep6ts for gathering to- 
gether of indnntxy in< ardent labour are in rdaUty,; 
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though doabtless they so greatly differ in ontward 
appearance, less desirable than that which I beheld. 
It was a glorious evening in the smiling month 
of May that we walked through the small town, and 
thence down a pleasant pathway to Mr. Fox's es- 
tablishment. Doubtless the golden sun ever throws 
a charm o'er the dullest landscape, and the often 
otherwise unpleasing locality becomes pleasing. In- 
deed, when is not the heart cheered and gladdened 
by its rays, causing man to look more kindly on 
human nature and more charitably towards his 
fellow men 1 Such is generally the case, as is 
a manufactory not seldom a seat of ill-requited 
labour and foul air ; but in this case I must refer 
to my friend the Colonel, whom I have but seldom 
mentioned of late, inasmuch as we advanced in our 
peregrinations he took such an ardent delight in all 
he saw of his native country that I no longer felt it 
necessary to comment on his having permitted me 
for once to overrule his inclinations for a summer's 
tour on the continent. As we stood within the 
square of the manufactory, after having visited its 
extensive interior, and watched the passing forth of 
men, women and children who, their allotted labours 
being over, were hurrying away — many, I trust, 
to enjoy the still remaining hours of light amid 



AND THE EXHIBITION. 303 

beauties of Nature in the full enjoyment of fresh air 
and hilarity — he exclaimed enthusiastically on their 
healthy appearance; and as for the manufactory 
and its general air of freshness and comfort, the 
charming country which surrounds it, the flowing 
trout-streams which turn the all-powerful wheel, 
and whole appearance was such, that to bear away 
the steaming power, and the wheel, and the looms, 
was well nigh all that was required to make of it 
— ^not a chateau in Eapagne — ^but a chateau in Old 
England, in which even his Grace might deign to 
reside, looking daily on a monument erected to his 
honour as to the glory of British arms, who 
wreathed the laurel crown ai:ound the brow of him 
who led them on to victory ; and while praising 
God for long years of peace, he may depart from 
among us at four-score years and ten, leaving for 
future ages to say — 

*' StUl do ye stand, colossal monument 
Of days departed— moDld*ring to decay. 
Oh 1 woald that ye might warn us that at best 
Frail are our deeds, and frailer still ourselves ; 
That, like the rainbow of a weephig sky. 
We rise, we shine, we change, and pass away ! ** 



^ 
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CHAPTER X. 



A brief halt at the pleasant little inland town 
of Crewkemei and I bid farewell to the beautiful 
county of Somerset. Never do I pass through it 
— ^never do I dwell on the abundant beauties and 
advantages with which the Almighty has favoured 
it — ^than I give it the palm over almost all other 
parts of the world, Devon excepted. Wood and 
water, rich land and fine climate, all belong to 
it. Its people are industrious and loyal ; its 
towns interesting, beantifiJly situated and boun- 
tifully supplied, while its inhabitants are moral 
and free — ^free, albeit they rose to arms to crush a 
tyrant and support an usurper, though still 
honouring the crown. Beautiful county ! long 
will my heart recollect with gratitude the pleasing 
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days I have passed amid your fair scenery, and with 
your kind and hospitable inhabitants. Many a 
spot have I seen in foreign lands, many a glorious 
mountain range, many an Alpine forest, placid 
lake and splendid city. I have listened to the 
guitar touched by the hand of the Spanish maiden 
with skill unrivalled on the Almada of a Biscayan 
city ; I have listened to the shepherd's pipe on the 
mountains of Switzerland, heard the rich language 
of Italy on the banks of the Como, walked side 
by side with the Albanian in search of game in 
the wilds of the Morea, and passed many and 
many a day in the rural districts of RepubHcan 
France. How often have I also dwelt in recollec- 
tion of other countries and other people, returning, 
however, always and ever with unalloyed pleasure 
and grateful satisfaction to the Land of the West, 
which as a resting-place is unrivalled in all that 
can make life enjoyable with moderate means 1 

The lightning flashed, the thunder roared, on the 
first occasion that I ever beheld the quiet little town 
of Crewkeme, formerly a bustling market town, the 
main high way through which countless carriages 
and coaches passed on their onward route to the city 
of the west — ^now a peaceftd rural spot, pleasantly 
situated — a rural retirement of industry and ease. 
Notwithstanding the storm, as I drove through the 
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street I beheld large placards against the walls^ set- 
ting forth that a lecture on the subject of chivalry 
would take place the following evening at the Me- 
chanics' Institution. 




THE SILVER WELL. 

Now I have ever held the opinion — ^an opinion 
which time only confirms — ^that institutions, either 
literary or mechanical (the name implies no absolute 
difference as to rules or advantages) are a blessing 
incalculable, more particularly in remote inland 
towns, when the long winter evenings arrive, where 
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many a pleasant hour is passed in listening to the 
in&rmation imparted by others or in reading books 
and papers probably otherwise unattainable^ at 
all events in rural districts^ save at the club or the 
billiard«table or the beer-shop. At siich institu- 
tions, I ftdly believe and am certain^ many a young 
mind is and has first been induced to select a Une 
of life, which, steadily followed out, has led to 
respect and opulence, that otherwise might have 
been frittered away in idleness, ignoran<je and po-^ 
verty. 

Seeing this placard, I came to the reason^-ble 
conclusion that probably, secliided as this little town 
might have been in former days, a good spirit was 
now alive, and knowledge was their loadstar. Why 
then, when larger towns, inhabited by the subjects 
of our beloved Sovereign, were all eager fof and 
desirous to break a lance in the great tournament 
of industry of 1851, should not the bold men of 
Crewkeme be permitted to buckle on their armour, 
burnish up their weapons and take part in this 
world-wide feast of reason and labour? It was de- 
cidedly my duty to give them the opportunity, at all 
events, of knowing something of industry as welj 
as chivalry. 

The perusal of "Don Quixote" is a pleasant 
winter evening's pastime, which for the time being 
VOL. II. 2 Q 



THE WEST OF ENGLAND 

ever falls with a grateftd ray of solace on the sad- 
dest heart; but the reading of the still more volu- 
minoos volume which speaks of a life of labour, 
its hopes and straggles — the refin^nent of art, 
with its all-absorbing and varied influence — ^me- 
chanics and mannfacttires — ^man*s labour and man's 
mind — ^is a subject which comes home to us all. 
So I wrote at once to the secretaiy of the institu- 
tion, and offered my humble services to give, in 
behalf of the Royal Commission, such information 
as was in my power on the subject of the Exhibi- 
tion. Immediately, I may almost add gratefiilly, 
my offer was accepted ; and an early evening being 
appointed, after being kindly welcomed and hos- 
pitably entertained at the residence of a gentleman 
who subsequently took the chair, and whose cour- 
tesy I shall ever hold in pleasing recollection, I met 
in that pleasant rural town, in comparison with the 
number of its inhabitants, one of the largest and 
most pleasing assemblies it was my good fortune to 
address throughout the district allotted to me. 
Men of all parties, professions, and grades, mingled 
there, the number of ladies being almost equal to 
the male portion of my audience ; and herein I 
offer them my good wishes that happiness, combined 
with industry, may be their lot in life, for the kind 
and apparently intense interest with which they lis- 
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tened to^ I fear, my simple details of a great sub- 
ject, as for their imtLsual marks of approbation. 

I have dwelt thus briefly on the subject of 
Crewkeme and its inhabitants to show how fervently 
and truly the people of England, even in the 
smallest towns, cling to all which tends in honour 
to the Crown, as to the welfare and onward march 
of civilisation in this favoured Protestant land. 

And now, hastening over country more bleak to 
the eye, yet still offering varied and extensive land- 
scapes of our English home, I pass through the 
little village of Mileyard, femed for its trout- 
streams — ^worthy, sporting friends, of a visit ; and 
thence, beholding the domain of a Sheridan — a. 
name sacred in memory to wit and intellect — I 
entered the town of Dorchester. Yet, lingering not 
there, I sped onwards by railway to Wareham^ 
an account of which place I must reserve to another 
chapter. 

As I sat within the railway — ^I must own to me 
one of the most unpleasant lines as fiir as I took 
advantage of it — ^rather a curious companion made 
the way if not agreeable, at all events amusing. 
I will give what passed to my readers. There 
may be some who will read it with more gusto 
than will they aught of the scenery or industry of 
the people of this land. Who he was, what he 
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YfBSy or whence he came, I know not ; and not 
being generally communicatiye in railways or public 
conveyances^ though ever ready to gain information 
by the way, I replied but briefly to questions ahnost 
as briefly put. And what was strange, though I 
fimcy perfectly true, th^*e was no other person in 
the carriage but myself and ccmipanion ; and I 
truly beUeve not in the whole train fix)m Dorches- 
ter to Wareham. We sat opposite. As the train 
started I uttered not a word, neither did my com- 
panion till we reached the firsf station. He then 
put his head out of the window, and thus addressed 
me: — 

^* The night is moonful," 

" Is it ? I figincied it was only the first quarter." 

"You doubt me?'' 

" Not in the least, I assure you." 

'at'safine night." 

*^Beautifdl I" 

*^ So I said at first." 

" I ask your pardon. I &ncied you meant the 
moon was at its full." 

" You Englishers are fanciful." 

" You are not an Englishman ?" 

" No ; not a native bom. Are you ?" 

**Yes." 

"Where do you come fi-om?" 
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*' Dorchester." 

^' Where are yott gomg?" 

**Warehain." 

" Is it a city ?" 

"No." 

"A town?" 

"Yes." 

" Thafs what I meant. You doubt me !*' 

" Not in the least, I assure you/* — (beginning to 
feel nervous. He might desire to shoot me. We 
were alone.) 

" What's your name I" 

"Herbert." 

" Oh ! Where do you live I" 

"In Gloucestershire.'* 

"Fine placer 

"Yes." 

"Large town?" 

" No. I speak of the county." 

(His head out of the window.) " Yes, it is a 
moonM night ! Is the place like this ?" 

(I thought he meant the station where we then 
stopped.) " By no means." 

"You doubt me?" 

" Not in the least. The land is richer^ the pros- 
pect fairer — ^more wooded." 

"I meant your house?" 
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" Oh !** — ^I was on the point of adding, * Why not 
say so, thenf but I recollected that a mild answer 
tumeth away wrath — so I replied again, ^* Not in 
the least." 

Here he took another tack. 

"You know all the ministers, of course I" 

Now, as it is by no means unusual thus to de- 
nominate in the present times ministers of religion, 
who in my school-days were more generally alluded 
to as parsons — a good old name for some of the 
best of men — ^I rephed, ** Some, who reside in the 
neighbourhood." 

" Oh ! aye 1 you doubt me,'* again burst forth, 
when I began to feel somewhat angry ; but at last 
I discovered this " doubting " meant simply misun- 
derstanding, when he added : — 

^* Ministers of your neighbourhood ! No, Sir ; 
Ministers of State ! — Russell, Granville, Truro and 
Brougham, that was." 

This was a poser. I owned to some personal 
knowledge of a few of the Eight Honourable gen- 
tlemen forming her Majesty's Grovemment, as of 
most by sight ; but courtesy compelled me to ad- 
mit that, however justified by birth or position, 
^' it waB not my habit thus familiarly to allude to 
them." 

<^Not thus to allude to them ! Is not England 
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a free coimtiy ; and are not they men, like our- 
selves?" 

" True," I observed, *^ they are. And ihis, in 
Tfiy opinion, is the only really free country in the 
world ; for all that respect to position, either from 
rank — ^if that rank be supported by high worth, c«r, 
what £ur more claims admiration, high eminence 
derived from, genius used for the benefit of the na- 
tion — ^is ever granted^ and justly granted, even by 
those who hold the most liberal opinions. ' Fami- 
liarity breeds contempt,* " I was about to add, 
but I did not quite like the look of my vis'-cMiiay 
so I simply added, that ** a vulgar idea of equafil^, 
in ray humble opinion, was the greatest proof of 
what mis-termed liberty would ead in if entrusted 
to a mob." 

*^*You doubt mef" he again said. ^^ I think gen- 
tlemen are gentlemen, and nothing more — (he did 
not look much like one); therefore why not 
Brougham, as well as ^ my lord,' or aught else*** 

In this, however, I by no means concurred, and 
was therefore silent. 

Not so, my friend. He commenced again, by 
informing me that ^^ he was the bearer of a lett^ 
to the Right Honourable the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs — (if I so wished him to be termed) — r^ 
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questiiig that he might be appointed to a Consul- 
ship in America." 

The manner in which he spoke of his expecta^ 
tions of an interview and as to the appointment he 
sought was really such that I longed for my jonr- 
ney to be over, that I might laugh at the whole 
affair, as I do now in mere recollection of it. I 
fully believe he &ncied he had nothing more to do 
than to pull the Minister's^ bell to gain admittance 
into his house and his favour. Indeed I can fancy 
nothing more or less than a knock at the door, and 
ecce a servant. " Palmerston within f ** " Yes, Sir." 
Applicant — "How are you, Pall (giving him one 
finger). I want a Consulship; not having one 
vacant, I will accept any good place you have to 
ofier." Would that Dickens had been present ! I 
doubt not but that my firee and easy friend would 
have highly amused him. 

I have alluded to this absurd journey by railway, 
having nothing to describe of the country, which is 
without interest by moon-light, Whatever it may be 
by the light of day. Arrived at length at the 
Wareham station, I bid adieu to my companion, 
with a hope that he might attain his wishes. Not 
having seen his name Gazetted as Consul or Con- 
sul-General, or even noticed as having dined or 
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been at the receptions of the noble Foreign Secre- 
taiy,'! conclude he has altered his opinions, and I 
trust renounced the habit of sayings "Do you 
doubt me?" 
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CHAPTER XI. 



A chapter in memory of Wareham, and my 
pleasant task draws near to its close. May my 
humble endeavours to amnse, if /lot to instruct, 
prove but a source even of light interest to a few 
hundreds among the millions of my countrymen^ 
and it is possible I may have the pleasure of wan- 
dering among the woodlands again, as perchance 
seeing that noble Exhibition for the promotion of 
which I laboured with zeal and enthusiasm. K not, 
I must even solace myself with the recollection that 
many a winter's evening has been agreeably passed 
in recalling to mind the scenes and persons I have 
named, rather than in dwelling on the cares of life 
allotted to us all. 
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Having quitted my doubting, and to me still 
doubtful^ companion, both as to position and station^ 
I drove in one of those most disagreeable conve- 
niences called in the lower world a " Bus/* to the 
Lion of Wareham. Whether his majesty was a 
white lion, k golden lion, or a red lion, recollection 
will not bear me out. Suffice, he was neither a 
roaring or a pugnacious one, for he received me 
cordially; and I found myself located in one of 
the cleanest and most agreeable dens it has ever . 
been my good fortune to visit amid the rural dis- 
tricts. I say this with more pleasure, for it is ever 
a pleasant task to speak well of one^s neighbours. 
' How long the waiter has held his own there I 
know not; but to look at him, good man, one 
would imagine that he had been bom, bred and 
nurtured there, and, as a sort of fixture, handed 
over to successive landlords — ^a standing dish, rivBr- 
ling the cold pies he produced matitunally at the 
break&st table. At all events, he was most atten- 
tively careftd of the guests, both sa regards ^ their 
numerous requirements of the kitchen as the cellar, 
each department being good of its kind and abun- 
dant. I fear me, good man, he took less care 
of himself, though perchance rotundity of form 
and face does not always imply good living. K so 
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be, the falling off in his nether limbs spoke loudly 
of starvation — ^ positive atrocity in that land of 
plenty. 

My bed, as my bed-room, was clean^ airy, and 
of sofficiently luxurious size to call forth sound 
sleep^ even with the thermometer at eighty. I say 
this for the sake of those who may perchance visit 
this pleasant town of Dorsetshire. Look out for the 
Lion. He is as tame as those of Van Anibm*gh. 

The morning that I found myself there located 
was one of the three hottest of the summer past, 
. — ^unluckily the third, for it ended in a thunder- 
storm which wiU be long recollected in the west 
of England, proving for once that our Republican 
fiiend had some ground for his assertion that *' an 
English summer was composed of three fine days 
and a thimder-storm." So be it, if we have a suc- 
cession of brief ones instead of an uninterrupted 
broiler. 

The water with which I was abundantly sup- 
plied, as should be the case in all well-regulated 
establishments, was intended to be cold, but the 
weather did not admit the truth of any such aS^ser- 
tion in fact, for the more I sponged the hotter I 
became. Nevertl^less, I was determined to make 
the best of my time ; and being one of those who 
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prefer a blazing sun to the chilly and unnatural 
cold of summer, I prepared myself for an early 
visit to the town and its interesting neighbourhood. 
Scarcely had I descended, however, and com- 
menced an attack on the pasty set before me by 
the attendant I have named, than his worship the 
Mayor did me the honour of a visit; and having 
talked over the intended meeting which had been 
advertised for the evening, as regarded the Exhibi- 
tion, he kindly suggested that in the first instance, 
if agreeable, I shoidd accompany him thus early to 
a scene of agricultural industry which was ap- 
pointed for that day at Lidworth Castle. To this 
I most readily assented, and ere the clock struck 
nine we were riding over a hot and dusty road, 
on each side of which acres and acres of peat 
and heather land stretched far and wide. Never- 
theless, the marked difference from the rich wood- 
land vales of Somerset which I had so recently left 
was in itself a jsource of interest ; and the ftmd of 
information so courteously afforded me by my com- 
panion of all connected with the district was more 
than sufficient to banish the discomforts even of 
heat and dust. At length we passed the dreary 
waste — such it appeared in summer's brightness; 
what it must be on the dark and blustering night 
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on which my pen traces from memory that agree- 
able day, with a bright fire at my back, before 
which reclines a noble dog^ I must leave to the 
imagination of others. I say we passed the heather 
land^ and at once entered through dark plantations 
towards a pleasant little village ; thenee through 
some ancient gates, towards the handsome, massive 
stone building called Lulworth Castle, in description 
of which is not my intention to speak. Turn to 
the history of Dorset, if you desire it ; your seardi 
will well requite you. The park and woodlands 
that surround it have many beauties, from whence, 
here and there, a view of the glorious ocean, on 
which the sun glittered and sparkled like diamonds, 
added greatly to the charm. But we had come there 
to witness a scene of agricultural industry, and we 
were well repaid. 

In the park at leajst a score of athletic mowers 
contended for the prize. The feat required was 
that of mowing half an acre of grass in a given 
time, the umpires to decide both as to the merits 
of each mower, as to the time and manner of per- 
formance. The theatre on which this labour took 
place was in a portion of the park close to the 
castle ; and the actors manfully contended, notwith- 
standing the heat, for the prize. I confess that I 
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am no judge, save as a general lover of agricultural 
pursuits, of the excellence of the labour ; hnt I 
can at least vouch for the courage and earnestness 
of the labourers. The grass, however, appeared 
light, and the weather had parched it up. 

Having passed an hour in witnessing this pleas- 
ing sc«ne, we next proceeded to another of equal 
interest — ^that of sheepnshearing, which was carried 
out with a similar good spirit. But time waits 
for no man ; so, leaving his Worship pro tem.y I 
rode back rapidly to the town, having, however, 
first learnt that it was the intention of Mr. Weld, 
the lord of the Castle — ^perhaps better known to 
many as the owner of the fleetest yachts in the 
world — ^to send a model of a beautiful craft to the 
Exhibition of 1851. 

. Arrived once more at the Lion, I dismounted 
from my gallant, or rather his Worship's gallant, 
steed, and having washed the Dorset dust from my 
fiu^e, without loss of time I hastened to the residence 

of Mr. y the obliging owner of the largest of 

the Purfoeck pits, who with his brother most kindly 
accompanied me over their valuable dominions of 
clay. Some of the happiest days of my Hfe have 
been passed in the army under as gallant a Colonel 
as ever drew a sword or served a nation — ^thus the 
term * pipe-clay,' was not imfamiliar to my ears. 
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But till that day it was pipe^lay^ and nothing 
more^-vulgar pipe-clay — ^but since changed to 
pipe-clay estimated as a lump of gold, instead of a 
white ball for a penny. 

On arriving at the abode of this truly well-in- 
armed and courteous gentleman, I was ushered 
into a drawing-room, on the table of which was 
placed a very fine dish of strawberries. Thirst and 
heat said decidedly "yes ;" propriety decidedly **no." 
Heat and thirst, however, carried .the day, and I 
popped one into my mouth, of size and flavour un- 
surpassed ; and thus having purioined, I was in- 
duced tx> enquire from whence came the luscious 
fruit, which I subsequently found were grown in 
great abundance in the neighbourhood; but in 
addition to this refreshing luxxiry, I also discovered 
another very demable and exceedingly agreeably 
acquisition to a coimtry town, viz., almost all the 
houses, though entered from the street, had large 
and most delightful flower-gardens attached, to 
which the windows of the drawing-rooms opened. 
But Mr. — - enters, offers a glass of excellent 
sherry, and announces his dog-cart at the door. I 
take the seat of honour by his side, his brother sits 
do^ a doSy and we start once more, though by a dif- 
ferent route to that of Luiworth Castle, towards 
the ruins of a still more oeldbrated stronghold ci 
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ancient times< — Corfe Castle. My object, however^ 
in this instance, was not the castle, but the clay-* 
pits, though I have ever regretted time did ijot 
permit me to take them both. Why not some 
fiiture time ? Pray God I may I-^and if so, I shall 
not foi*get the strawberries. 

In die meantime, I appeal more particularly to 
those most industrious ladies whose dominions are 
the kitchen**-^not less so to those whose duties con- 
fine them to the comtant haBdlidg of earthen pofc$ 
and pans — ^to read this brief account of a day at 
the Pits of Purbeck; and you also, gentlemen as 
ladies, of divers positions in society, who look* on 
delf and earthenw,ape,. and ev^n diina, as mere 
inesJiaustible articles, never to be broken and re<- 
bought— -could you but have wandered as did- 1 
during many hours of that scorching summer's 
day over acres and acres beneath which the rich 
layers of clay were embedded, and have wit- 
nessed the brawny limbs and athletic forms of a 
thoustad hard-working and sun-burnt labourers, 
you would heiicefortih regard both pot and pan 
with somewhat more of veneration and sym- 
pathy, and carry on your ^'jugurthian" war with 
less destructiveness. Yet in all admiration of that 
working race — ^fine specimens of Englishmen as 
I ever beheld — it may be as well you continue the 
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snuuhin^ system^ for the more destruction the mare 
required) and so day must be dug and the digger 
paid. 

One little circxunstance named to me by my 

courteous conductor is sufficient proof of the trades' 

variations. Speaking of the exportation of clay^ 

as of the amount in tons annuallj consumed by 

. the manu&cturers in England, he observed : 

<* There is no better sign of the times than the 
produce required from the day-pit Provisions 
being cheap^ as they now are, thanks be to God I 
our sale increases amazingly." 

"How so!" 

^^ Simply that, having the power of obtaining 
meat and drink, so pots and pans are required for 
the cooking — ^plates and dishes for the eating and 
serving thereof. When provisions were very dear, 
half the cottages in^the kingdom were unprovided 
with earthenware. Now there is scarcely one that 
has not a small supply." 

But I will endeavour as briefly as possible to 
give some account of those truly interesting clay- 
pits. " What interest in a clay-pit T says a novel 
reader; "and what is clayf Clay, J reply, is 
the comfort of half the homes in the world^ and 
Purbeck clay a jewel more valuable to the people 
than the great diamond^ ^Koh-i-noor.' Four score 
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out of each hundred of the passers down the "Street 
look at the chinarshop and the earthenware dep6t 
as places where their requirements in the shape of 
cups and saucers, mugs and pipkins, can be pur- 
chased for money. But that such articles are the 
produce of the bowels of the earth, obtained by the 
most severe labour, is a question that seldom, if 
ever, enters their heads, though wise they may be in 
their allotted stations. Some may, nevertheless, not 
be uninterested if I tell what I heard and what I 
saw on thsit oppressively hot day. 

Having driven a few miles on the main road, 
admiring Corfe Castle in the distance, we divergied 
on a sort of beaten track over a common or heath- 
ered waste, then halted, and descended. Still I 
beheld neither pits or clay, and consequently began 
to fancy that these so-called clay pits of Purbeck 
must be ' will-o -the-wisps, ' or some enchanted 
holes in the earth, from which I expected to see a 
l^on of imps issue with baskets of the precious 
earth on their backs ; but as we walked forward, 
somewhat subdued by the heat, the scene shifted, 
and all at once I beheld before me the far- 
&med Purbeck Pits. Pits forsooth they were— 
broad enough, deep enough and wide enough, to 
have biuied a division of the Russian army. 
Fancy yourself, reader, standing on a vast open 
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moor' or nndnlatiiig heather land — some thousands 
of acres being linearthed as it were — ^that is, the 
snr&ce cleared away in many places, some ten, 
others twenty, others forty feet deep, till the veins 
or platforms of clay are approached, which ran 
much as do veins of coal in coal pits ; then fancy 
some scattered hundreds of remarkably athletic and 
dark-coloured men — dark from constant exposure to 
the air from childhood — ^who are using large heavy 
implements somewhat in the ferm of narrow long 
spades, but of such weight that to lift one is no 
ordinary accomplishment. With these, and the aid 
of water, they remove the clay in large squares like 
blocks of Bath stone, which are thence conveyed by 
a tram-road, some miles, to the wharf, wh^re they 
are shipped for exportation. This is a simple idea 
of an open pit : but there are others beneath the 
earth^s surface which are worked precisely as are 
coal-pits. I may here observe that the whole of 
this vast wild plabi — ^so peculiarly Situated by 
God's goodness for the means of exportation — ^is 
supposed to be embowelled with the precious clay. 
It requires, however, a practical knowledge both of 
the locality as of the nature of the surface, to as- 
certain where the treasure lies ; for although it is 
clearly to be supposed that clay there generally is 
in the neighbourhood, a peculiar pit is often worked 
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out, or only productive of bad clay, while some is 
remarkably deep below the sur&ce, and in other 
places within a few yards of it. The maimer of as- 
certaining the best clay is by the simple mode of 
boring with a long rod having a cork-screw end, to 
which it adheres, thus proving the depth below the 
surface, as also the quality, which differs greatly even 
in the same pit. A platform or layer often appears 
scarcely worth the working, were it not for the 
value of that below ; thus one portion is used for 
what is termed ^ pipe-clay,' and for the production 
of common earthenware, whereas the finer portion 
is mixed for china and the better sort of delf. 
Neith^ are the clays under th^ same surface of the 
same colour. The white or light clay is the best ; 
the lead^a-coloured clay comes next ; and I also ob- 
served and carried away portions of a beautiful 
rose colour, and even yellow. Indeed it was a most 
interesting sight ; and notwithstanding the weather, 
which became dense and more dense, I lingered 
long in this region of day. 

But there are other pits in addition to those be- 
longing to the gentlemen who so kindly escorted 
me ; and in pi^oof that it is not a mere question of 
throwing up earth and digging clay, I may add 
that I also visited another extensive range of pits 
flcarcdy seen till approached^ on which many thou- 
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sands of pounds have been and are being expended 
in the mere hope of discovering some productive 
and v^uable clay. Powerful steam-engines were 
erected in the centre of the pit to carry off the 
water, and also offices and a residence for the 
foreman. 

Having passed some hours up to our very heads 
in clay, we took our places, much to my satis&o- 
tion, in a primitive carriage — ^being nothing more 
or less than a truck in which straw and sacks had 
been kindly placed for our accommodation ; and thus 
most con^ortably we sat and, unaided' by steam 
power or horse-power, we rolled at a pleasant pace 
two miles down a gently-inclined plane, till we 
reached the wharf, where I witnessed the loading of 
many large barges employed to convey the raw ma- 
terial to vessels, which carry it to the ports of Liver- 
pool, &c., as to many a foreign shore. 

Ajs we thus comfortably reclined in our truck, 
one of my companions, alluding to the Great Ex- 
hibition, quaintly observed as to what might be the 
feelings of Prince Albert if similarly situated, 
when I replied : — 

"Even crowned heads have been in fer worse 
carriages. Yet I question if his Royal Highness 
would object even to a seat in a truck to witness 
that which you have so kindly enabled me to see 
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this day — ^his heart is so entirely devoted to all 
things tending to the progress of the age, as to the 
benefits of the working classes. And as for my- 
self, I shall henceforth look on an earthenware 
pitcher or a jug of delf with the same veneration 
as on a piece of Dresden china.** 

After viewing all matters connected with the 
exportation of clay, the dog-cart again met us 
and we returned to Wareham. A hasty dinner 
over, I proceeded once more to fight the battle of 
industry in the Town Hall — a bloodless victory, 
which terminated in such peace and enthusiasm 
and good-will that I trust the clay of Purbeck 
may take its place among the raw products of this 
great nation, and prove not the least valuable 
article in the Exhibition, while Purbeck marble re- 
tains its place as of yore — ^fitting for the erection 
of magnificent edifices dedicated to God. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



In condusion I may say to those who may per- 
chance to Tisit the towns of their native land in 
order to ascertain the feelings and opinions of the 
public mind in reference to any great national 
undertakings whether it be of vast and lasting im- 
portance or of mere temporary conraderation to 
the multitude — ^how strange and varied are die 
sentiments expressed, if not Jn all cases absolutely 
entertained I So was it in reference to the Great 
Exhibition of Industry, more particularly in its 
early stages. Many eulogized the noble idea at 
once, and pronounced it admirable and grand, 
tending to benefit the world at large, and the 
people of this great nation in particular; while 
others derided, * pooh-poohed, ' and ridiculed, if 
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not absolutely abused^ and denounced the vshoie 
matter as a mere theoretical absurdity, utt^ly be*' 
yond all human power to realize; while a. third 
party, in lai^uage by no means courteous^ indeed 
bordering on mde vulgarity, declared the wholes 
imdertaking as an unmitigated humhug^ emanating 
fix>m causes existing only in enthusiastic imagina* 
tionsy and never to be carried out ; whereas a fourth 
party, wary as omr brethren fiff north, said, with in- 
tended prudence- — 

^^ Wait a wee bit, tiU we siee how this great idea 
it brought to maturity ; and if so be it succeed^ 
th^n we wiU assist*" 

Akft! what ennobling generosity I 

Visit with me a few towns in the counfy of 
Wiltshire — ^for instance, Salisbury — a loyal ciiy, 
whose chief magistrate had dined with hss hospitar 
Ue ojBSdal brother in the great metropolis axid 
there bebdd the consort of his sovereign and 
heard the noble sentiments which fell from his lips. 

On the subject of the Great Exhibition being 
named to him, he at once called a public meeting 
of his townsmen and the neigfabonrbood,. and as 
chairman energetically aided in passing resolutions 
in approval of lite vast undertaking. A committee 
was also formed, and slight subscriptions raised. 
Enthusiaamy however^ on the subject, there was 
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Htde or none ; in feet, nine-tenths of the persons 
who gathered there doubtless came as a mere 
matter <3i coriosily, as would they have attended 
any other meeting having reference to any other 
object — goody bad, or indifferent; the {nrice of com 
and the so-called abomination of Free Trade, as 
the annihilation of all fiee-traders, being the one 
and only question uppermost in their thoughts and 
nearest to their hearts. And yet let any man — a 
native of this fair land, or a visitor firom foreign 
shores — ride from Devizes across the vast and tree- 
less plain to Salisbuiy, and he will witness (with 
slight deviation of route to explore the unaccoun- 
table wonders of Stonehenge) the incontrovertible 
&ct that those who are first and for^nost to deplore 
the benefits which the will of G^ has permitted the 
Legislature to bestow on the poorer classes of this 
conntiy have the least cause for so doing. Cast 
the eye on all sides and you will witness home- 
stead and homestead filled with magnificent ricks 
of untouched gsain, tte growth of a harvest not 
only long past, but overtopping rich acres on acres 
com land far advanced again in preparation for 
the sickle. Moreover, it is a well-known fact tJiat 
throughout the length and breadth of ^^merrie 
England'^ there are few such wealthy tenant fiuv 
mers as those who live on the rich land and own 
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the magnificent flocks which feed oxi the sweet 
herbage of these wide-spreading downs in thou- 
sands. 

Eetum to Devizes — a pleasant, flourishing mar- 
ket town, well-built, well-watered, and abundantly 
provided. Long had the subject of the world-wide 
Exhibition of Industry been read of, spoken of, 
praised by the majority, abused by the minority, 
and known to all thinking men from the snow-clad 
vales of Russia to the burning plains of India, ere 
its inhabitants, within two hours of the scene of its 
birth, as probably of its abiding for years to come, 
had awakened from their lethargy on so grand a 
subject. For a season indeed they held back, im- 
moveable. And why so? Solely that the trades- 
men are principally supported by the neighbouring 
agriculturists, and the neighbouring agriculturists, 
are dead against anything good, bad or indifle- 
rent, that^may or might occur for the benefit of 
their fellow-men or the world at large, unless in 
their wisdom (and I say it with no intended dis- 
courtesy) they clearly in the distance discover 
positive advantage to them individually, instead of, 
as erroneously supposed, injury.. 

Ideas ill-becoming the yeomen of England, usu- 
ally so generous, bold and free ! They told the 
tradesmen to beware of the trap, though forsooth 
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that trap might be baited by a Prince — ^more noble 
as a man than aught that worldly distinctikm ean 
make him ; and they, good men, listened and were 
ready to belieye that pence in hand coming from 
whatever quarter were realities, though only copper 
ones, fitr better than a Crystal Palace — ^ sort of 
dream as distant^ and for au^t they knew to the 
contrary as unreal to their imaginations, as: the 
Palace of the Alhambra, and to be as little esti- 
mated. 

Yet happily in that clean and apparently peace^ 
fal country town there live a few good men and 
true — ^men with heads containing knowledge and 
thought, which knowledge and thought, granted by 
a wise Providence, they use unreservedly and most 
beneficially both for their fellow-townsmien aj^for 
the public generally ; and with hearts withal which 
induced them to give some portion of their zeal, 
which, however unproductive to. themsdves, they 
judged, and judged I doubt not ynsely,. Would fiall 
with some slight ray of sunshine on those who 
laboured around them. And thus, although the 
summer had waned, and winter had set h^r iiin>- 
flowered garb on the land, and even tks. eventful 
year of 1851 was well-nigh at hand> as they daily 
heard that the splendid edifice of man's gemms, 
now perfected and unrivalled, was rapidly towering 
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towards the sky, and that their brothers fi*oin foreign 
lands were preparing to unfdrl their banners on the 
peaceful battle-field of industry and art in Old 
England, they went forth and instilled generous 
facts, instead of selfish theories, into the minds of 
those with whom their life's labours were associated, 
and thus the clouds of indecision, mystery and mis- 
conception at length dispersed. Few became so 
truly enthusiastic in a cause which apparently at 
first they denounced with as mudi distaste as were 
the Crystal Palace building a summer residence 
for the Pope, Cardinal Wiseman, or '^theBull/^ 

Pass with me onwards over another portion of 
the great Wiltshire plain to the ancient and right 
royal borough of Marlborough. There loyalty and 
art, industry and labour, were words which called 
on all men to buckle on their armour and hasten 
to the battle-field. 

No sooner the subject of the Exhibition men- 
tioned, than his worship the mayor, with a laudable 
desire to ascertain the sentiments of the inhabi- 
tants in reference to their Prince, the Exhibition, 
and all in connection with it, was all heart in 
the undertaking ; so much so indeed, that the 
measures he took, most honourable to himself and 
just as regards his position, brought down on him 
the thunder of a few not so eager or so loyal in a 
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good cause. But their thunder was like a schocd* 
boy's pop-gun or a six-penny cannon^ which having 
exploded killed nobody. So day by day the Palace 
rose in spite of them. 

And now doubtless^ though haying nothing paid 
and nothing to pay but the shilling for ^itrance, 
they will not, I hope, be the last amongst the ad- 
miring millions who gather there when the wea* 
ther is somewhat more cheerftd than on this 19th 
night of March and the sunshine of May warms 
their hearts. 

His worship was a kind and cheerful gentl^nan, 
of no considerable " corporeal " importance, which 
somehow or another — ^and he will pardon me — ^from 
my very infancy I had hitherto believed to be one 
of the qualificationa for mayoralty, at least till 
it so occurred that the Great Ei^bition brought 
me into friendly communication with many kind and 
courteous gentlemen holding this truly honourable 
position, as chosen by their fellow-townsmen. I 
confess I never even dreamed of a mayor but as an 
individual of vast rotundity and crimson phjndog*- 
nomy, probably that my early associations naturally 
connected the office with turtle and venison, sirloins 
and old port; and all these gastronomic indul- 
gences tend, or I err, to increaae '^ the human form 
Divine." But the wise refompis, so far as they 
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have gone in corporations^ b» in many otlieif 
things in town and conntry^ hav^ unceremonioasly 
put an end, I&ncj^totheimpoiistionsof ttiftle, re^ 
doeed the corporation kitchen ranges, and emptied 
the cellars; and thus I feund, among tiie diiel 
magistrales witib whom it was my good Ibrtuaef and 
pleasure to become acquainted, men of ali ciali^ 
face£^ positions and acquirements ; and he of MjxA* 
borough, though doubtless in heart as in hiMpitafii^ 
eight worthy of his calHng, waiB^ like the Prime 
Minister of this gveat kxttgdMn^ and the* illustrious 
faevp NeIson*-*-^«md Imay venttfre to assetrt it in inch 
good compan3^-:<-a light weight. i&foreoTer, he en^ 
tered at once into the subject of the world's Exhibi* 
tion with a spirit worthy of all honour ;»afid' having 
informed me that he had taken his place at the great 
historical banquet in London m the fiill costume of 
his office, which as regards Marlborough is blacky 
he proposed at once to giv« public notice to the 
inhabitants tha£ on a day appointed a meeting 
woiold be held in tbefar andent Town Hall, then 
imd there to discuss its- merits ; and with much eoe* 
dsalily we parted. 

Now Maidboim^h is a glorbus name, caQiiig 
back to mihtaiy nunds recoQections of'tiiosenfe* 
tdries, never to be fergotten, of Blenheim,. MaW 
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plaquet and BamillieS) and possibly, to the minds 
ci some in the days we live, the undeniable Act 
that all those glories, nntoward or not, drew some 
millions from the pockets of the peo{de of Eng^ 
land. Yet neither the high-sounding name of 
the place itself nor the shadow of those glcnies 
past can li^tly convey to those who have nev^r 
been there any very pleasing idea of the place it- 
self. For all that it is well worthy of a visit. Two 
of its principal otgects of interest I shall at once 
name — ^the modem house of learning, and the 
modem home q£ Christian charity--*implying sim- 
ply, in plain words, the Marlborough College and 
the Union. 

To visit these I was kindly conducted by Sir 
Erasmus Williams, the high-minded and amiable 
rector of the town-^the friend of those who want, 
and the firm advocate of liberality rightly under- 
stood in spirit as by act And while I am fi^ee to 
confess that my visit to the latter caused me unmi^- 
gated pleasure, from the order, comfort and cleanli- 
ness which reigned throughout, so evident as almost 
to obliterate the feelings of commiseration which 
naturally arise on witnessing many an able-bodied 
fdlow-creature unwillingly necessitated to remain 
within its waUs, yet if all such establishments be 
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similar in characto*, organisation aad comfort to 
lihot of Marlborough, the highest credit is due to 
the administrators of the law, as to those hy them 
selected to grant those best of blessings to the 
houseless and the poor — ^food and shelter — and to 
the aged and infirm pauper the peace of a quiet, if 
not a diosen, home. 

Turn to the former institution. Walk with me 
through the corridors and chambers of this seat of 
jouth's tuition, and witness the accommddatioii 
alike of master as of pupil. I will not in this light 
work endeavour to weary mj readers, many of 
whom, in morning gown and slippy, with possibly 
the addition of a narcotic in the shape of a 
cheeroot to assist the interest I have fEuled in 
creating, will pass rapidly oyer my pages ere pre- 
paring for more important daily duties, by any de^- 
tailed account of the foundation and. rise of this 
great - establishment, which I t)ught to . term k 
College. I desire to say nothing discourteously of 
its enormous cost. I speak of it as it is, and as it 
will r^nain, as &r as architectural beauty is conr 
cemed — ^a monument unworthy the object of its 
erection, as aUke a glaring red brick-offering to the 
vile taste of its designers. 

At the south-west entrance to this ancient town, 
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on the direct high road from the metropolis to 
Devises, there stood in the dajrs when railways 
were noty a handsome large hotel, well known to 
thonaandfl who ha^e travdled from Lon^don to 
Bath. To this hotel was attached a very beantlfrd 
ganien. In S/itL it was in days not long since one 
of those public abiding-places where newly-manied 
€oapl6B were wont to pass a week^ retired from the 
busy w(Hrldy in wandering amid Flora's charms, re- 
peating to each other their first fond feelings of love 
while listening to the notes of the nightingale ; or 
where lordly and rich Inxorioos travellers were .wont 
to halt for the night on their road to ihe west. The 
8itting«4rooms were large and splendidly famished, 
with bed-rooms in keeping, while the cuisine, as all 
other departments, was well ordered--*the latter 
with that all-neeessary acqnLation, an admirable 
*^ pot au feu." Consequently at all times and all 
hours the traveller was well served. 

But, as I have observed, although the thunder 
of the Great Western was then scarcely heard, it 
<same rattling onwards,* railway pace, and in its 
course, though not aetually passing through the 
town, approached sufficimtly near to bury in its 
ashes that which was once one of En^and's most 
«greeid[>le of hotels. For a period the house and its 
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atirrotmding ereiigroens stood tenantlesB, deserted 
and disconsolate. No longer the smoke issued 
from its imibense Mtehen range ; wdUattired 
waiters, standing at the portico to reoeive the fair, 
eleganliy-attired and deUcate ladies who were 
wont to issue from the well^^ushioned chariots of 
** Peters/' rattled up to the docwr by four smoking 
posters, wer^, as individuals, vanished from the 
land. The glory of the town was gone. Passers* 
by who recollected what had been, looked on and 
thought of their youth, blending in their imagina- 
tion the scenes of joyous life, hilarity and hospi- 
tality which had passed within those massive walls, 
recollecting that in the current events of life palaces 
not seldom become prisons for spendthrift, as have 
churches been converted into bivouacs for armies 
in the field. 

'Tis not unfitting, therefore, that the abode of 
temporary splendour, passing wit, love-passes, and 
refined gastronomy, should at last have been 
fixed on by some wise man of the west and turned 
into a seat of learning. So is it. Pity 'tis. 'Tis 
true, however, that although the ancient hostelry 
still stands, it is the only portion of the building 
that the eye of art can look on witiiout deploring 
the waste of money which hais converted that which 
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might have been an ornament to the country into a 
miserable model for a Union-hoose, and the honse 
of God thereunto attached into a half popish, half 
cathedral, half chapeV house of prajer, with neither 
exterior beauty nor interior convenience. 

On the Professors it is not for me to comment. 
I believe the head-master to be a Christian gentle- 
man and a scholar; and as regards the system of 
education, it may be admirable for aught I know to 
the contraiy. 

The apartments awarded to the under-masters, 
however, are in my humble opinion, inferior to 
very many barrack-rooms provided for subalterns of 
the army ; while those allotted to the pupils are 
by no means what they ou^t to be, considering the 
outlay ; and had it not been suggested by the amiable 
and reverend gentleman to whom I have previously 
alluded, as desirable that a high balustrade should 
be placed as a protection to the ill-constituted stair- 
cases, the necks of the pupils would be in constant 
jeopardy, to the extent of some dozens. The 
kitchen department, of all I saw, was alone worthy 
of commendation ; and while I would hope, for the 
sake of the growing lads, that cooks and provisions 
are equally worthy of praise, I would greatly desire 
that the Exhibition of 1851 may produce some 
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architectural specimen of art leading to a new em 
in the taste of this great nation. 

So much for the Marlborough College. Of its 
interior economy I know nothing ; of its scholastic 
system, less; of its Directors, only what is publicly 
asserted, and my eyes verified, that they have spent a 
vast sum of money on a frightftdly ugly and inconve- 
nient building, which fact in itself is a disadvantage 
to the town, inasmuch as, had it been one worthy of 
the nation, thousands would have gathered there to 
behold it. 

To the subject of the Exhibition of Industry of 
1851, the Collegians, as the Professors, gave all 
due admiration, attention and support, showing alike 
their good sense as their good taste. To the Rector 
of Marlborough, Sir Erasmus Williams, ^ I am 
much indebted, both for courteous attention as for 
his untiring zeal in aid of so good a cause; and 
I mtist admit, with few exceptions — and I have 
no right to question their tastes or opinions — so did 
the inhabitants of Marlborough, who, though not 
over-burdened, I imagine, by excitement or fes- 
tivities, have doubtless the good of their fello;w- 
men at heart. 

There was one gentleman whom I recently met, 
who, on my naming the approaching inauguration 
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of the Great Exhibition^ exdsdmed Mdth a loud 
voice : 

^'If it were in the next field, I would not 
visit it" 

S<Hne may say he is not a carious man. I hum* 
bly submit he is a curious man ; but he is not from 
MarlbcNTough. 

A few remarks in rrfeorenoe to Chippenham^ a 
pleasant market town of Wiltshire, watered by the 
winding Avon — a station of the Grreat Westwm 
railway, on the direct line from London to Exeter. 
In former years manufactories of cloth and silk 
offered abundant occupaticm to its inhabitants. In 
these we live there still remain one or more in re* 
collection of the. past, and fer the present adding 
much to the benefit c^ the town and its people. 
Otherwise, it may be strictly denominated a stone- 
built town of repose, void of enthuaasm outwardly 
apparent. But for all that, if my practicajl infer* 
mation, and opinion grounded on the voice of the 
public, be correct — as bitter in political partisaoship^ 
as bigotted in political electi<m — ^in &cty a borough 
wellHEugh as rotten — as was that of Old Sarum in 
benighted times. What then! As the good people 
who there live and die iq^aor to be satisfied, what 
cause have I, ox any wand$rer in the land we live 
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in, to be dissatisfied? Certainly not, on the principle 
that it is uncourteous to meddle with the affairs of 
one's neighbour. And yet 'tis passing strange that 
some thousands of reasoning but unreasonable men 
should be content that wealth should legislate for 
them, and the building with that wealth a town 
hall or a market-place — very desirable additions 
unquestionably to a country town — ^should consti- 
tute all that to them appears requisite to grant to 
one man uncontradicted authority, — ^that is, as re- 
gards the majority, — over a legion, both as to act 
and opinion, local and political. 

His Worship the Mayor for the year of our Lord 
1850, and for all I know to the contrary for that of 
1851 — doubtless a most admirable administrator of 
the law — ^was knee-deep in the mysteries of drain- 
ing a new farm, and superintending the building 
of a new farm-house thereon, when I had the 
honour of suggesting the advantages that might 
possibly accrue to Old England, to the manufiicto- 
ries of Chippenham in particular, and to the inhabi- 
tants in general, by their taking a generous part 
in promoting the success of the Great Exhibition 
of Industry. His Worship (who seemed to be 
much interested in the architectural beauties of 
his new abode, which day by day rose before 
VOL. II. w 
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his eyes,) had nevertheless no admiration for a 
Crystal Palace in perspective, notwithstanding the 
genius of Paxton or the uneqnalled labours of those 
who have so faithfolly, with the hand of labour and 
art, brought forth in fact before the world that 
which his mind alone had then seen in its ^017. 
Moreover he was a dealer in com, and possibly a 
lover of dear bread, as some have declared; and, 
mthout discourtesy, I have no right to disbelieve 
them. 

He judged the noble scheme might benefit the 
million, but it would not tend to benefit him indi- 
vidually ; and the million in comparison to self is 
nil. So he satisfied himself with saying, doubtless^ 
as he looked on his new abode, ^^ This is the house 
that Jack built ;^ and what Jack says, so say I ; 
and what Jack thinks, I am bound to believe,, save 
in the matter of high rents. 

But the inhabitants, or at least the minority of 
them, w^re not quietly disposed to stand and look 
on with their hands in their breeches^ockets be- 
cause other men cried " Beware of the mummery 
oi Free-traders and Free Trade," though such 
noble-minded men as Lord Stanley is among the 
number of the Exhibition Committee. Moreover, 
they thought, and read, and believed, and saw. 



AND THE EXHIBITION. 347 

not only all the * good men and true ' of England, 
but half of Europe and the world, fighting zealously 
the battle of industiy. So they considered for 
themselves, unbiassed by the opinions of others, and 
undictated to by the aristocracy of wealth. This 
done^ they called on a lecturer to give them some 
explanation as to the intentions of the Royal Com- 
missioners and the merits of the forthcoming Ex- 
hibition. And thus, with minds expanded and 
hearts warmed in so good a cause as labour, they 
set too right merrily. And who knows but that the 
quiet little town of Chippenham may carry away 
a banner of merit from the battle-field? 

In stating that his Worship the then Mayor of 
Chippenham had no taste for the Great Exhibition 
of Industry I mean him no personal discourtesy. 
Having an opinion, he was perfectly right in main- 
taining it. I only hope that he may visit the 
sc^ne, and admit that he was in error. He has a 
brother, if I err not, a yeoman of England, loyal 
and true, — ^moreover a right good sportsman and a 
generous man, who not oiily loves to enter into 
the good old English sport of fox-hlmting, but if so 
be that the hounds perchance to come tb a check 
near to his domicile, Old English hospitality such 
as was met with in days *lang syne* is most 



348 THE WEST OF ENGLAND. 

liberally bestowed on all. It is impossible to say 
what good such men do in a country ; and I should 
like a few of them sent up to the Exhibition as 
specimens of what the EngUsh" yeomanry were, 
and as many happily still are, and, I would &in 
hope, will ever remain* 



THE END. 
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thoroughly rcTiaed Editioo, corrected to 1861. In One laige VoIubu, »m, [/« the pren. 

BLAIR'S CHRONOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL TABLES, 
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BULL— THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN. 

Ib health and DISEASE. Bt Tbomu B«I1, M.D. lute Pkyaician Acconchemr to the 
Fiusbury MidwUexj IsBtitutioa. Nen Sditiun, revUe4 Mkd cnU^cd . Fcap. 8to . fi«. cloth . 

BUNSEN.— EGYPTS PLACE IN UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 

An Histarleal lovestigirtioii, in Fire Beolw. By-C. G. J. Bmaen, D. Ph. aMl O.C.L. Tfrns- 
lated from the Gennan, hjC.H. Cottrell, Ksq. M .A. Vol. I . coaUiiung the Fint Book, or 
Sources uud Primeral Facts of Egyptian History; wltliaDEiiyptiaaGraamar and Dictionarv, 
and a comjptete List of Hierofflyphical Signs : an Appendix of Authorities, embracinK the 
complete Text of Manetho and Eratosthenes, ^gyptiaca from Pliny, Strabo, etc. ; and Plates 
representing the Egyptian Divinities. 8to. with numerous lUostrations, 28«. cloth. 

BISHOP BUTLER'S SKETCH OF MODERN AND ANCIENT 

GEOGRAPHY, for the use of SchooU. An entirely new BdiUon (1851). carefuUy MTteed 
throughout, with such Alterations introduced as continually progressive Discoveries and 
the latest Information hare rendered necessary. Edited by the Author's Son, the Her. T. 
Bntler, Beet«r of LaacK. 8«o«ai. dMh. 

BISHOP BUTLER'S GENERAL ATLAS OF MODERN AND 

ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. Comprising Fifty-one full-coloured Maps; with complete In- 
dexes. New Edition (1851) , nearly «U re-engraired , eirlareed, and greatly improved ; with 
Corrections from the most authentic Sources in both the Ancient and Modern Maps, 
many of which are entirely new. KdHed by the AnXhor't Son, the Rev. T. Bvticx.. Royal 
4te. 24i. half bcnnd. 

«Son.»»»i« /The Modera Atlas, 38 fnll-colonrcd Map*. Royal 8vo. 12«. baff-bomH}. 
aeparaiexy -^^^^ Ancient Atlas, 23 full-coloured Maps. Royal 8vo. 12». half-bound. 



THE CABINET LAWYER. 

A Popular Digest of the Laws of Ens 

Terms, Maxims, Statutes, and Judicial . , ^ 

Duties, Excise Licences, and Post-Horse Duties; Post-Office Regulations, and Prison 
Discipline, fifteenth Edition (1851), enlarged, aad corrected thnni|hont, with the Legal 
Decisions and Statutes to Michaelmas Term, 13 and 14 Victoria. Fcap. 8vo. 10<.6if. eloth. 



A Popular Digest of the Laws of Enfland, CWIl and Criminal ; with a Dictionary of Law 
Terni 8, Maxims, Statutes, and JudicialAntiquities; Correct Tkbles of Assessed Taxes, Stamp 



CALLCOTT.— A SCRIPTURE HERBAL: 

With upwards of 120 ViTood Engravings. By 'Lady Callcott. Square ctowbSvo. IJ.Sx.clotb. 

CATLOW.— POPULAR CONCHOLOGY; 

Or, the Shell Cabinet arranged : being an Introduction to tiemodern System of Conch(dogyi 
with a altetch of the Natural History of tike Animals, an Aeeoont of the Formation of the 
Shells, and acomplete Descriptive List of the RimilieB and Genera. ByAgaes Catk>w. 
Foolscap 8vo. with 312 Woodcuts. 10«. M. cloth. 

CHESNEY.— THE EXPEDITION FOR THE SURVEY, OF 

THE RIVERS EUPHRATES AND TIGRIS, earned on by order of the British Government, 
in the Years 1835, 1836, and 1837. By Ueut.-Col. Chesuey, R.A. F R.S., Commander of the 
Expedition. Vols. I. and II. in royal 8vo., with a coloored Index Map, and numerons Plates 
and Woodcuts, 63«.. cloth. 

Also, an Atlas of Thirteen Charts of the Expedition, price 1/.I1«. 6tf.in ease. 

*,* The entire m«rt will eomiet »/Pour Volvmes, rofalSv: e§nbeUuked vith Ninetp-teven 
Platee, heeidee numermu Woodtut IttuttratUme, from J>rtnfi»f» cMf^fy mmde kf OJhert 
ewiflfed in the Smr99p$. 

JOHN COAD'S MEMORANDUM. 

A contemporary Account of the Sufferings of the Rebels sentenced to Transportation by 
Judge Jefiferies ; being, A Memorandum of the Wonderful Providences of God to a Poor 
Unworthy Creature during the Time of the Duke of MonmoiKth*s Rebellion, and to the 
Revolution in 1688. By John Coad, one of the Sufferers. Square foolscq» 8vo. 4s. 6<f. cloth. 

CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. 

New fidltioB,improved. Foolscap dvo. with 32 Platci,7<.6i(.clolh{witkc«l««vedFUtei,]2<. 

CONVERSATIONS ON MINERALOGY. 

With Plates, engraved byMz. and Mrs. Lowry, from Original Drawings. ThlrdEdltlon, 
enLofed. 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. 14e. clotb. 



NEW WOBKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



CONYBEARE AND HOWSON.— THE LIFE AND EPISTLES 

OF ST. PAUL I eomprUing a eomnlete BlocnpUj of the Apostle, and a Paraphrastic 
TVauIaUon of his Epistles Inserted in Chronological order. Edited by the Rer. W. J. 
CoBfbeare, M.A. late Fellow of Trinity CoUefre, Cambrldfet and the Rer. J. S. Howsoo, 




•«* In 99ur$9 ^f puktttmtton in Twntp Part9,pric9^. tach t •/ vAIcA Twehtart now 

COOK.— THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: 

With a Commentarf, and Practical and Derotionai Snnestious. for the Use of Readers and 
Students of the English Bible. Bjr the Rer. F. C. Cook, M.A.» one of Her Majesty's 
Inspectors of C hnreh Schools. Post 8to . 8«. Hd. cloth. 

COOPER— PRACTICAL AND FAMILIAR SERMONS. 

or Parochial and Domestic 
vols. 12mo. If. las. boards. 



Designed for Parochial and Domestic Instruction. By the Rer. Bdirard Cooper. 
-■Mon. 7t * " "■ " — "" 



COPLAND.— A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE: 

Comprising General Pathology* the Natnre and Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structnres, 
and the Disorders especially incidental to Climates, to Sex, and to the different Epochs of 
Life, with nnmerons approved Fonnnla of the Medicines recommended. Br James Copland, 
M J>., etc. etc. Vols .1. and II. 8to. 3i. cloth i and Parts X. to XIV. 4a, td. each. 

CORNER.— THE CHILDREN'S OWN SUNDAY-BOOK. 

By Miss Jolia Comer, Anthor of ** Questions on the History of Europe,** etc. With Tvo 
lllastrations enjprared on Steel. Sqoaro fcap. 8ro. 6$. cloth. 

CRESY.— AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, 

HISTORICAL, THEORETICAL, and PRACTICAL. By Edward Cresy. F.S.A. C.E. 
In One rery large Volume, Ulastrated by upwards of Three Thousand Biigrarings on Wood, 
explanatory of the Principles. Machinery^ and Constructions which come under the Direction 
of the Clrll Engineer. 8ro. 81. ISa. M. cloth. 



THE CRICKET-FIELD; 

Or, the Science and HistoiT of the Game. lUoatrated with Diagrams, and enlirened with 
Anecdotes. By the Author of ''Principles of Scientific Battiiv,'^ ** RecnllecHous of 
College Days,'* etc. With Two Engrarings on Steel { uuUbrm with Barrg Hhovtr'a Hunting 
Field. Fcap.Sro. INearlg raadf, , 

CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING. 

Fifth Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably Improred and modernised, by 
T. G. Bunt. Land Snrreyor, Br&tol. To which are added, TABLES OF SIX-FIGURE 
LOGARITHMS, etc., eaperintended by Richard Farley, of the Nautical Almanac Establish' 
ment. Post Sro. Us. cloth. 
*«* Iff. farl9g*» Tmih$ tfSlW'Figmra Z,^arUkm$ mmg ha had atparnUlf, price 4«.M. 

DALE.— THE DOMESTIC LITURGY AND FAMILY CHAP- 

LAINt In Two Parts i the First Part being Church Serrices adapted for Domestic Use, 
with Prayers for erery Day of the Week, selected excluslrely from the Book of Common 
Prayer. Part II. comprising an appropriate Sermon for erery Sunday In the Year. By 
the Rer. Thomas Dale, M.A., Canon-Residentiary of St. Paul's Cathedral. 3d Edition. 
Post 4to. Sis. cloth } or, bound by Hayday, 81«. id. calf lettered i Ms. morocco. 
Ri.n».*.l, /THE FAMILY CHAPLAIN, price 18s. doth, 
separately |,p,jjj dqmeSTIC LITURGY, price lOt.M. cloth. 

DANDOLO— THE ITALIAN VOLUNTEERS AND LOMBARD 

RIFLE BRIGADE IN THE YEARS 1848-49. Traoslnted from the Italian of EmiUo 
. Dandolo. Edited by the Rer. T. L. WoUey, M.A. iNtmrlg rtmdp, 

DELABECHE.— THE GEOLOGICAL OBSERVER. 

By Sir Henty T. Delabecke, F.R.S. Director-General of the Geological Surrey of the 
United Kingdom. In One large Volume, with many Wood Engrarings. 8ro. 18s. cloth. 



PUBLISHBD BT MBSSRS. LONGMAN AND CO. 



DELABECHE.--REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORN- 
WALL. DEVON AND WEST SOMERSET. B7 Henrr T. De U Beche, F.R.S. etc., Diree- 
tor-tieneral of the Geological Surrey of tlic United Kingdom. Psblisbed by Order of the 
Lords CommlBslonen of H. M .Treuorr. 8to. with Maps, Woodcuts, and 13 large Plates, 
14«. cloth. * 

DE LA RIVERS WORK ON ELECTRICITY.— A TREATISE 

ON ELSCTRICITTi ITS THEORY AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION. ByA.De la 
Rire, of the Academj of Genera* Illustrated with numerous Wood Kngravinn . 3 rols. 8to. 

INemrlf tndg. 

DENNISTOUN.— MEMOIRS OF THE DUKES OF URBINO; 

Illustrating the Arms, Arts, and Literature of Italy, from MCCCCXL. to MDCXXX. By 

James Dennlstoun, of Dennlstoun. With numerous Portraits, Plates, Fac-Blmilei, and 

BngTavings on Wood. 8 vols, square erown 8vo. 3i. 8«. eloth. 

** The object of tkeee ve/nMM it (e eoiRMfie a general picture of the pfgreu 0/ ItaUan 

literature and art under the patronage of the tmatler Italian prinetpalitiee, with a \iitorp of 

the houMct of Montffeltro and Delia Jtoitere, eofar at thep were eonnected with Urbino. For 

the emetution of hit purpoae, Mr. DennUtomn enjoned numerout adpantaret. He hat retided 

in Italfffor aM»y peart, and it well aeqiaintfd with the country wkote hittorp at a duhfdom 

he Attended to relate. Betidet the mmimoii retearch in printed volumet, he hat gained aecett 




ment, and a teal for medieival titJtj 

DISCIPLINE. 

By the Author of **Letten to my Unknown Friends,*' **TwelTe Tears Aco/' *'Sorae 
Passages from Modem History,*' and '* Letters on Happiness." Second Edition, enlarged. 
18mo.3t.W. cloth. 

THE GEOLOGY AND FOSSILS OF THE TERTIARY AND 

CRETACEOUS FORMATIONS of SUSSEX. By the late Frederick Dixon, Esq. F.6.S. 

The Fossils engraTed ftrom Drawings by Messra. Sowerby, Dinkel, and Erxleoen. In One 

large Volume, with 44 Plates, and many Wood SngraTings. Royal 4to. eSt. cloth ^ India 

Proofs, 81. At. 
*•* In this Work are embodied the results of many years* Geological and Palaontological 
Observations by the Author, together with some Remarks on the Archeology of Sussex. It 
also includes Descriptions— 

Of the Fossil Reptilla, by Prof. Owen, F.R JB. . 

Of the Echinoderma, by Prof. Edward Forbes, F.R.S. 

Of the Crustacea, by Prof. Thomas Bell, See. B.S. 

Of the CoraU, by William Lonsdale, Esq. F.O.S. 
. And of the FossU Shells, by J. De Carle Sowerby, Esq. F.L.S. 

DOUBLEDAY AND HEWITSON'S BUTTERFLIES. — THE 

GENERA OF DIURNAL LBPIDOPTBRA ; comprising their Generic Characters— a Notice 
of the Habits and Thmsformations— and a Catalogue of the Species of each Genus. Br 
Edward Doubleday, Esq. F.L.8. etc., late Assistant In the Zoological Department of the 
British Museum. Continued by J. O. Westwood,Esq. lUustrated with 78 cokiured Plates, br 
W. C. Hewitaon, Esq. author of <* British Oology.'* Imperial 4to., uniform with Grar 
and Mitchell's '« Genera of Birds." ' 

••* '? ^•y*'** •/'"*"•■/'•?» '■ ^•"'A'f P*r**f «»• «««*. The pnhttcatlon, which had been 
tutpemdedforafe»montht,in conteMtenee q/ the death of Mr. Donbledau, hatbeen returned, 
and wilt be continued regularly until the compleHon ef the worh to about Fiftg Pmrtt, a/ 
which 41 are now readf, ' ' ^ ^ 

DRESDEN GALLERY.— THE MOST CELEBRATED PIC- 

TS^*^. °? P* ^^T.^^ GALLERY at DRESDEN, drawn on Stone, from the 
OrigiHals, by Frans Hanfstaengli with DeaeripUTe and Biographical Notices, lu French 
and German. Nos. 1. to LVIll., Imperial folio, each contaiain| S Plates with accompanying 
Lctter-press, price 30t. to Subseribersi to Non-subscribers, 80t. Single Plates.lSt. eMh. 
•«• To be oampUtedin Two more Numb ert^ price 3Qt. each, to Subttribent No: LI» to LX, 
9ontaining each 4 Ptatet and Letterprett, 

DUNLOP (JOHN).— THE HISTORY OF FICTION. 

Being a Critical Aecovat of the moat celebrated Prose Worhs of Fictton, from the earliest 
Greek Romances to the Novels of the Present Age. By John Dunlop. New Edition. com« 
pUte in One Volume. Medium Svo. Us. cloth. 
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NEW WOfiKS AMD NEW EDITIONS 



EASTLAKlil'— MATERIALS FOR A HISTORY OF OIL 

PAINTING. By Ghvles Lork Rastlake, Eaq. P.R. A. F.«.S. F.S.A. Secretary to the Boyal 
Ctmmisaloa for Pnmwtiiig tke Flac AzU in eonncxion vkh the re^wiUmr mttha Honscs uf 
etc. »r». Mt. dotk. 



•«• rcl. II. On tht Italian PraetUst of Oil Painting^ it preparing for pnkUeation, 

ELMES'S THOUGHT BOOK, OR HOR^E VACIVJg. 

Hora VariT« : nr, b Thonrht Book of the Wlae Spirlti of all Afes Mid all Coontriee, fit for 

' all Men and all Hours. Collected, Anrang-ed, and Kdited by James F.lmes, Author of " ftle- 

mi>lrs of 8ir rbristooher Wren," etc. Fcap. 16mo. (pduted by C. WhliUugluuu, Chinrlck]^ 

THE ENGLISHMAN'!* GREEK CONCORDANCE OF THE 

NEVP TR8TAHENT; keiaf an aUemfrt at a Verbal GOMcadon between tlM Greek 
and the Eurllsh Testa t Inelodinf a Coseordaaee to the Proper Names, iritk Indexee, 
Greek-Enrlbh and Encilah •Greek. Second Edition, eatefaUy rcnaed t with a new Index, 
Greek nadBngUnh. Kofnl8TO.«». 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S HEBREW AND CHALDBE Con- 
cordance OF THE OLD TESTAMENT; behin an attempt at a Verbal CoMiesion be. 
twcen the Original and tke BoffUakTranalntionst wttk indexea, a Uat of the Proper Names 
and their Occamncee, etc. etc. 2 vols, royal 8ro. 21. 13t. M. dotki lavfe parer, 41. 14a. M. 

EPHEMERA.— THE BOOK OF THE SALMON. 

in Two Parta. Part I. The Theory, Principies, and Practice of Fly-^FMtinr for Salmon; 
with Lists of good Salmon Flies for ererr rood Rirer in the Empire.— Part 11. the Natvral 
Hiatury of the Salmon, all its known Habits described, and the best way of artificially 
Breeding it explained. Usefully illustrated with numerona coloured engravUin of Salmon 
Flics and Salmon Frr. By Ephemera, Author of ** A Hand-Booik of Angling V^ • 
Andrew Youar, of InTerahln, Manager of tke Dnkft of Stttkcciaad's Hahnen 
Foolscap avo. witk coloured Platca, Ma. clotk. 

EPHEMERA.— A HAND-BOOK OF ANGLING: 



Misted by 



Teaching Fly Flahlng, TrolHng, 
History of River Fish, and th( 



Bottom Fishing, and Salmon FIshlnr. With tke Katnral 
best Modes of Catching them. Hif Bphemern. New 
Edition, enlarged and improred. Foolscap Svo. witk Weod KBgmTiBt»rS>* doth. 



ERMAN.— TRAVELS IN SIBERIA: 

Inclndini; Excursions Northwards, down the OU, to tke l^ilcr Circle, aad Sovtkwarda, 
• "'• - By Adolph Brmaa. Translated by W. P. Cooler, Eaa.aatkoc of 

••'•"• " ~ la. 8to. with Map, Sli.M. cloth. 



to the Chinese Frontier. _, 

"The History of Maritime and Inland Discorery.' 



2 Tola. 8 



EVANS.— THE SUGAR PLANTER'S MANUAL: 

Being a Treatiae on tke Art of obtaining Sugar from tke Sngac Caae. By W. J.Ev«BS»li.D. 
8to.9». clotk. 

FORBES— DAHOMEY AND THE DAHOMANS: 

Being the Jnumala of Two Missions to the King of Dahomey, and Reaidenec at kla Canital, 
!n the Years 1849 and 1850. By Frederick K. ForOes, Commander, E.N., F JI.G.S ; Author 
of **FiTe Years in China,** and ''Six Months in the African Blockade.'* Witk 10 Platen 
printed in colours, and Wood Engrarings. 2 toIs. post 8to. 21«. clotk. 

FORESTER AND BIDDULPH— NORWAY IN 1848 & 1849: 

Containing Rambles among «he Fields and Fiords of the Central and Western IMatrlcts ; 
and including Remarks on iU Political, Military, Eecleshaticai. and Social Uaganiaatk>n. 
By Thomas Forester, Esq. With Extracts from the Journala of Lloatenent M. S. Biddulph, 
Royal Artillery. With a new coloured Map. Wood EngraTlnga, and 10 coloured Platea 
from Drawinga made en tke Spot. 0ro. 18*. cloth. 

FOSS.— THE JUDGES OF ENGLAND: 

With Sketehea of their Lives, and MiaeeUaaeoa* Notices connected witk tke Covrte at West- 
minster from tke time of the Conquest. By^Edwanl Fess, FJS.A., «f tke Inner Temvl** 
Vols. I. and II. Sto. 28t. cloth. ^^ 
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FOSTER.— A HANI>-BOOK OF MODERN EUROPEAN LITE 

KATUREt British* DanisV. Datch, French, Genaaa, HmnfwUn, ItaUu, Pkliak and 
Bouian, Portuguese, Spaaiah, and Swediak. WiUtafoll Bio^^Jiical and ChraMlo|rlcal 
Index. Bj Mrs. Foatcr. Foolscap 8vo. 8«. M. cloth. 

••* The •tjegf tff ikit UoS ir, not «• rnuek to gimt ehihtrste erltM$mt on the variouM 
writen in the ianguagei to nho§e literature it is intended at a guide, a$ to direct the ttudtnt 
to the best writers in each, aua to inform him upon mhsUsnbJeett the^ home written, 

GIBBON.— HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 

THE BX>M AN BMPIRB. A new Edklon, lo One Volume ; with an Account of the 
Aatbos'a Life nod )¥ritinKi, bj Alexander Chnlmcra, Bsf. F .A.a. 8w. PK»rtnit, 18a. cloth. 

*•• JLn Bdltlon in 8»e/<.8ve.80f. hoards. 

GILBART.— A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BANKING. 

By James WilRam Gllhart, F.R.S. General Mana|rerof the London and WestuiaaterBank. 
6th Edition, with Portrait of the Author, and Vl«w of the ** London and Westminster Bank/ ' 
Lethbuiy. 2to18. 8fO. 21«. cloth. 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 

Illustrated bj Wood Engrarin^s, from Designs by Members of the Etching Club. Edited 
bj Bolton Corner, Es(^ Souare crown 8ro., anliorm with Thomson's Seaisons illustreded 
by the Etching Club, 21«. cloth ; or 36a. bound in morocco, bj Haydaj. 

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA. 

By p. H. Goase, Author of *' The Birds of Jamaica,** ** Popular British Ornithology," etc. 
Post Smo. with lUustrations printed in colours. [Nearljf readg- 

GOWER.— THE SCIENTIFIC PHENOMENA OF DOMESTIC 

LIFE FAMILIARLY EXPLAINED. By Charks Foote Gowev. New Edition. Foolscap 
8?o. with Engravings on Wood, fia. cloth. 

GRAHAM.— ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION. 

Explained in a Series of Instructions and Examples. By G. F. Graham. New Edition, re> 
riaed and improred. Fooisca|i 8vo. 6<..cloth. 

'grant (MRS.)-LETTERS from THE MOUNTAINS. 

Being the Correspondence with her Friends, between the years 1773^ and 1808. By Mrs. 
Grant, of Laggan. 6th Edition. Edited, with Notes and Additions, by her Son, J. P. Grant, 
Esq. 3 Tols. post 8to. 21«. cloth. 

GRANT (MRS.>-MEM0IR AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 

THE LATE MRS. GRANT, of LaKgan, author of **LeUera from the Monnt^ns," etc. 
Bdhed by her Son, J. P. Grant, Esq. New Edition. 3 toIs. post 8to. Portrait, 31«. 6d. cloth. 

GRAY AND MITCHELL'S ORNITHOLOGY.— THE GENERA 

OF BIRDS : Comprising their Generic Characters, a Notice of the] HidiiU of each Genus, 
and an extensive List orSpecies, referred to their several Genera. By Geoage Robert Gray, 
Acad. Imp.Georg. Florent. Soe. Corresp. Senior Assistant of the Zoological Depart- 
ment, British Mnsenm; and author of the <*List of the Genera of Birds. '° etc. Illus- 
trated with 3S0 cok>aRd and plain Plates, drawn on Stoae, by David William Mitchell, 
B.A. 3 rola. Imperial 4to. SlJ.lOi. half-bound morocco, gilt top*. 

GRAY.— TABLES AND FORMULA FOR THE COMPUTA- 
TION OF LIFE CONTINGENCIES .with copious Examples of Annuity, Assurance, and 
Friendly Society Calculations. By Pfetc* Gray, F.R.A.B. Aaaaciate of the iMtitnte of 
Actuaries of Great Briuin and Ireland. Rojal 8to. \U. cloth. 

GWILT<— AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ARCHITECTURE: 

Hiatmfcat, Theoretical, and Practical. By Joseph Gwilt. Illustrated with move than 
One Thonaad Engravings oti Wood, firom Designs by J.8. Gwilt. Second Efitioa (1S6I), 
with SupplementaTView of the Symmetry and Stabill^of Gothic Architeetnre : eompciaing 
upwards of l£ighcy additional Woodcuts. 8vo. 52s. cloth. 

SUPPLEMENT TO GWILT'S ENCYCLOPiBDIA OF ARCHI- 

TECTIIRE. Comprising a View of the Symmetir and StabUty of Gothic AzchiUctnre ; 
Addenda to tke Gkisaary ; and an ladex to the entke Worlk By JoseflhGwih. lUastrated 
with upwards of Eighty Woodcuts by R . Branston. Svo. 8a. cl«th» 
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KEW WOSK8 AHB NEW EDITIONS 



HALL'S (SIDNEY) GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS OF 

Firrr-THRKB maps fafac 9B ia. by 7S la.) , witk the DnUiOM nd Boudane* autlmUr 
ed ; ni ■■ Alpkabcticml ladcz of aU the Naaes CMtaiaed ia the Mftas, with their 
' ni Loafitedc. Aa eatiiclr New Bdilioa. eonccted thntar hoat tnam the hcst 
rcceat Aathoiitics; wHh aU tha RaUwan laid dawa. aad aaaT of the Maat re- 
- -■ ■ 1ut.iLi$.hat.h* 



SIDNEY 



HALL'S RAILWAY MAP 

Sfaarc foolacap Sra. price Ss. M. dMh. 



OF ENGLAND AND 



r JTay ^f Englmmd mmd Wmlet, etmtmuud In **Sdm*t HmW$ Urr* iMrmrw Ailmai 
.*9 16 ia.) c*rrMl«d aad re^emgrmmed, mUk mU tk* Limn •/ Bmlwmw W ' ' 



rsix«»ia._ „ . 

■Mjr ke hmd Mpmrmttig, friet Sf . fd.* tmUmred aad iMaaied 



m/Mimgm 



/•r 



HAMILTON.— CRITICAL ESSAYS ON PHILOSOPHY, LITE- 

RATURE, AND ACADBMICAL RSFOKM, Caatribatcd to The Edinbaiah Reriew by Sir 
WilRaa Haaailea, Bart. With additkwal Notes aad Appeadiees. [/a tktfreu, 

HARRISON.— ON THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT 

STRUCTURR OP THE BNGUSH LANGUAGE. By the Rer. M. Uaniaoa, MJk., Ute 
Fellow of Qaeea'BColl^e,Oslord. P«tt Sro. te. M. cloth. 

HARRY HIEOVER.— THE HUNTING-FIELD. 

By Hany Hicorcr, Aathor of «*Slable Talh aad Table Talh; or. Spectadei for Toaa^ 
Sportnaea.** WHh Tvo Plates, eae reprcseatiaf ••The Right Sort;" the other, "The 
WrOBffSort.** Fcap.8ro.fa.half.boaBiL 

HARRY HIEOVER.— PRACTICAL HORSEMANSHIP. 

By Harry Hicorer. Aathor of "StaUe Talk aad Tbble TUk; or. Spectacles for Toaag 
Sportsmea-'* With 3 Plates, one represcatinr •• Goinr Bke Worfcawn ;*' the other, *«Q<tfnr 
likeMa«s.»» Foolscap 8ro.&f.half.boa]id. 

HARRY HIEOVER.^THE STUD, FOR PRACTICAL Pur- 
poses AND PRACTICAL MSN: bdaraGoide to the Choice of a Horse for asesMwe 
thaafbrshov. By Harry Ricorer, Aathor of ••StabUTUh aad TkbleTaU.** With 3 Plates, 
one reprcseatinr '*A pretty good sort for aiort parposesi** the other, *'*Baythcr' 
' -^ FoolMap8ro.te.half.- 



sort for any paipose.* 



I. half-boaad. 



HARRY HIEOVER.— THE POCKET AND THE STUD; 

Or, Practical Hlats on Uie Maaafement of the Stable. By Hany Hieover, Aathor of 
*' Stable Thlk aad Tsble Talk ; or, Spectacles for Yoaag SportsacnT* With a Portrait of 
the Aathor on Us fsTOnrite Horse ** Harlequin." Sd Edition. Foolscap 8ro. S«. half*bowid. 



HARRY HIEOVER.— STABLE TALK AND TABLE TALK; 

Or.SPECTACLESfor YOUNG SPORTSMEN. By Harry Hicover. Nesr Edition. StoIs. 
8to. with Portrait, 84a. cloth. 

HAWKER.— INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN 

In all that relates to Gvns and Shootinf . By Ueat. Col. P. Hawker. 9th edition, corrected, 
ealarged, and improred ; with Eirhty-iiTe Plates and Woodcuts, byAdlard andBcaaston, 



by C . Varley , Diefces, etc. Sro. 31s. cloth. 

HAYDN.— THE BOOK OF DIGNITIES; 

Or, Rolls of the OiBcial Pcrsonafss of the British Eaidre, from the Earilest Periods to the 
Present Time: eomprisinf the Adadnistrations of Great Britian; the OiBces of State, and 
...^. «„..«_.. „ _. ^„, «._,__..^j the Functionaries of the taw i 

reditarr Honoors and other Dis. 
Bd apon Families and Public Men. Being a New Edition, improred and 
continued, of BBATSON^S POUTICAL INDEX. By Joseph Haydn, Compiler of •«The 
Dictlonaiy of Dates," aad other Works. In One reiy laif e VoluaM, 8vo. [in tkt i^riug. 



all the Public Departmcntt s the Ecclesiastical Dinitaries } the Fum 
the Commanders of the Army and NsTy s and the Hereditarr Hoi 
tinctions conferred apon Famuies and Public Men. Being a New 1 



HEAD.— THE METAMORPHOSES OF APULEIUS: 

A Romance of the Second Centaiy. 
Author of " A Tour of Many Days inBi 
nalPacca.** Post Sro. ISi. cloth. 



IVaaslated from the Latin by ittr George Head, 
- ' " Translator of «' Historical Memoirs of Caidi- 
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HEAD.— HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF CARDINAL PACCA, 

Prime MinUter to Pope Piua Til. Written br Himself. TraoBlated from the Italian, bj Sir 
George Head, author of ** Romet a Tour of Many Day**" 3 toU. poat 8to. 21«. cloth. 

SIR GEORGE HEAD.— ROME: A TOUR OF MANY DAYS. 

By Sir George Head. 8 toU. 8to. 8C«. cloth. 

SIR JOHN HERSCHEL.— OUTLINES OF ASTRONOMY. 

Bj Sir John P. W. Heraehel, Bart. etc. New Edition { with Platea and Engravings on Wood. 
Svo.lSf. cloth. 

MRS. HEY.— THE MORAL OF FLOWERS; 

Or. Thoughtsgathered from the Field and the Garden. By Mrs. Hey. Being a New 
Kdltlonoi *'The Moral of Flowers;" and consivting of Poetical Thoughts on Guden and 
Field Flowers, accompanied by Drawings beantifally coloured after Nature. Souare crown 
8to. uniform In slie with ThonuonU SeoiouM Uluttrated bg the Btthittg Club, ilt. cloth. 

MRS. HEY— SYLVAN MUSINGS; 

Or, the Spirit of the Woods. By Mrs. Hey. Being a New Edition of "The Spirit of the 
Woods ;*' and consisting of Poetical Thoughts on Forest Trees, accompanied by Drawings 
of Blossoms and FolUge, beautifully coloured after Nature. Square crown 8ro. uniform In 
slxe with Tkomton'i Stasont itluitrated bg the Etching Club, 21«. cloth. 

HINTS ON ETIQUETTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY: 

with a Glance at Bad Hablta. By AyofySf. "Manners make the Man." New Edition, 
revised (with Additions) by a Ladyof Rank. Foolscap 8wo.2t.6d. cloth. 

HOARE — A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVA- 
TION OF THE GRAPE VINE ON OPEN WALLS. By Clement Hoare. New Edition. 
8T0.7«.6tf. cloth. 

LORD HOLLAND'S FOREIGN REMINISCENCES.— FOREIGN 

REMINISCENCES. By Henry Richard Tx>rd Holland. Comprising Anecdotes, and an 
Account of such Persons and Political Intrigues in Foreign Countries as have fallen 
within his Lordship's Ubserration. Edited by his Son, Henry Edward Lord Holland. 
With Fac sifflUe. Post 8to. 10>. M. 

HOOK (DR. W. F.)— THE LAST DAYS OF OUR LORD'S 

MINISTRY ; A Course of Lectures on the principal Bventa of Passion Week. By Walter 
Farauhar Hook, D.D.. Vicar of Leeds, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Chaplain in Ordinary to 
the Queen. New Edition. Foolscap 8to. 6e. ch>th. 

HOOKER.— KEW GARDENS: 

Or a Popular Guide to the Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew. By Sir William Jackson Hooker, 
K.H. D.C.L. F.R.A. & L.S. etc. etc. Director. New Editioni with namerous Wood* 
Engravings. 16mo. price M. aewed. 

HOOKER AND ARNOTT.— THE BRITISH FLORA; 

Comprising the Phatnogamoua or Flowering Plants, and the Ferns. The Sixth Edition 
(I860), witn Additions and Corrections, and numerous Figures, illustrative of the Umbel- 
liferous PUuu, the Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. BySirW. J.Hooker, 
F.R.A. and L.S. etc., and G. A. Walker Amott, LL.D.F.L.S. and R.8. Ed.; Resins 
Professor of Botany in the University of Glasgow. In One very thick Volume, 12mo. with 12 
Plates, 14*. dothi or with the Plates coloured, price 21«. 

HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

CRITICAL STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. By the 
Rev. Thomas Hartwell Home, B.D. of St. John's College, Cambridge . New Edition, revised 
and corrected. 6 vols. 8vo. with Maps and Fae-simUes, 3/. 3«. cloth ;. or il. bound in calf 
by Hayday. 

HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)-A COMPENDIOUS INTRODUC- 
TION TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBI^. By the Rev. Thomas Hartwell Hdme, B.D. of 
St. John's College, Cambridge. Being an Analysis of his •Mntroduction to the Critical Study 
and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures." New Edition. ISmo. with Maps and Engravings, 
9«. boards. 
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NEW WO&KS AUD NEW EDITIOHS 



HOWITT— THE CHILDREN'S YEAR. 

Br MwT Howitt. With Fonr lUosimtmn*, enfrared %j John Absolm, from Orisrinal 
Deviffoc bf Anna Uarj Hoirttt. Square Ifima .6«. clotk. 

HOWITT.— THE BOY'S COUNTRY BOOK; 

Beinr the real Life of a Country Bot, written bjr Hkaielf : BKhihitfar sllthe Anuuenents, 
Pleaiores, and Panuiti of Children in the Country. Bdited by Williani Howitt, anther of 
<* The Rural Life of England^'' etc. New Edition. Fcap.Sro. wUh 40 VoadciUa, ««.eleih. 

HOWITT,— VISITS TO REMARKABLE PLACES; 

Old Halls, Battle-Fields, and Scenes UlnstratiTe of Striking Passages in English History and 
Poetry. By William Howitt. New Edition ; with 40 Woodcuts. Medium 8to. 21«. cloth. 
SECOND SERIES, chiefly in the Counties of DURHAM and NORTHUMBERLAND, with a 
Stroll along the BOftDER. With npwards of 40 higUy-fisnshed Woodcuts, from Dnwings 
made on the sjp«t. Mediam 8v«u Sis. doth. 

HOWITT.— THE RURAL LITE OF ENGLAND. 

By William Howitt. New Edition, corrected and rerised. With Engraviags on Wood by 
Bewick and Williams ; uuiform with riHti to Hemmrtablt J?latM. Medium 8to. 21s. doth. 

HOWSON— SUNDAY EVENING: 

Twelre Short Sermons for Familr Reading. 1. The Pce«eaee of Chriat; 2/ Inward and 
Outward Life ; 3. The Threefold Warning; 4. Onr Father's Business ; 5. Spiritual Murder; 
6. The Duty of Amiability; 7- Honesty and Candour; 8. St. Peter and Coriieliun ; 9. The 
Midnight Traveller ; 10. St. Andrew ; 1 1 . The Grare of Lazarus ; 13. The Resnereetion «f the 
Body. By the Rev. J. S. Howson, M.A., Principal of the Collegiate Institution, Liverpool, 
and Chaf lain to the Duke of Sutherland . Foolscap 8»o . 3*. 6tf . cloth. 

HOWSON AND CONYBEARE.— THE LIFE AND EPISTLES 

OF SAINT PAUL. By the Rev. J. S. Howeon, MJi.» and the Rev. W.J. Cony%eaic, M.A. 
2 Tola. 4to. illuatrated by W. H. BarUett. iBn p. 8. 

HUDSON— THE EXECUTOR^S GUIDE. 

By J.C. Hudson, Esq.,lMe of the Legacy Duty Office, Laudon : nuthor of ** Plain Direciions 
for Mailing WUls," and** The Parent's iiand-Beok.** New Edition. Foolsci«8TO.ds.cioth. 

HUDSON.— PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING. WILLS 

In conformity with the Law, and particularly with reference to the Act 7 Wm. I V. and 1 Vict, 
c. 26. To which is added, a clear Exposition of the Law relating to the Distribution of Per- 
sonal Estate in the cace of Intestacy ; with two Forms of Wills, and much useful lufermaticai, 
ete. ByJ. C.Hudsun.Esq. New Edition, corrected. Fcap.8TO.Ss.6if. cloth. 
*«* The above T»» Worfttmoghehndin One folume, price 7$. cloth, 

HUMBOLDT— ASPECTS OF NATURE, 

In Different Lands and Different Climates , with Scientific fiaueidatioin. By Alexander Von 
Humboldt. Translated, with the Author's sanction and co-operation, and at liis express 
desire, by Mn. BahUM. 16mo. €«. cloth: or in 3 vols. jte. 6if. - - • 

•ewed. 



. each cloth i 2s. 64. each 



BARON HUMBOLDT'S COSMOS; 

Or, a Sketch of a Pliysical Description of the Uuirene.' 



T^aaslafte4, ^th the Antboi^s 



sanction and co-operatioa, underthv superintendence of lieateaaat-Coioael Edwasrd Sabine, 
F.R.S. For. Sec. R.6. Nev EdUiou. Vol*. I. and 1 1. 16mo. 3«. 6d. «ach elothi 2s. 6if . 



each sewed: or in post 6vo. price IS*, each. 
16mo. 2«. 6d. sewed ; 8s. M . dolh. 



Vol. III. Fact I. post 8m>. 6s. cloth : or in 



SENTIMENTS AND SIMILES OF SHAKSPEARE. 

A Clasbified Selection of Similes, Definitions, Descriptions, and other renarkaUe Passagea 
in Shakspeasw's Plays and Poems. With an elalxmitely illomtauted Border in the «lMBac- 
teristicStyleof the Eliiabethan Period, and other EmbcUialunentB ; bound in very snassire 
carved and inerced covers, containing in deep relief a asedalUon Head of Shakcpearc. The 
Iflnminations and Ornaments designed and executed by Heoiy Noel Humfhreys, lUwnina. 



tor of ** A Record of the Black Prince," etc. Square post 8vo. 



iNernH^ rtrndg. 



HUMPHREYS.— A RECORD OF THE BLACK PMNCE^ 

Being a Selection «£ nudi Passages in his Ufe as have been most ouaintly and atrUdngly 
narrated by lifae Chstmiders of the Period. ICmbellkhed with highlv-wvonght Miuiatares 
Bordenugs« selected from vanous lUuminased MSS. rrferring to Evestta connected with 



EngliA Histucw. Bf Houry Nael Uumphareys. 
pierced binding, 21s. 



highlv-WKOnght Miuiatares 

tg to EveittM connected with 

PoiC 8vo. is a cidiiy 'carvwt and >^eply 
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HUMPHREYS.— THE BOOK OF RUTH. 

PrM» the Holjr Scrivtaru. BBbcUirind with trrttliaat «oloared Borien, sheeted from 
iome of the finest Illamlnated MSS. in the firitUh Mueam, the BiblietMqae Natienale, 
Pari*, the Sou e Mucnm, etc.; and with highlj-finisbed Mioiatnres. The Uluininatious 
executed by Henry Noel Humpbrejs. Square foolscap Svo. in deeply cmboaaed leather 
eoTera, 21«. 

HUMPHREYS.-MAXIMS AND PRECEPTS OF THE SAVIOUR: 

Being a Selection of the must beautiful Christian Precepts contained in the Four Gospels; 
Uhutrated by a series of lUamtnations ef oristnal duracter, foaaded an the Passages— 
** Beheld the Powb of the Ak,** etc., •*Cnneider the Ulies of the Field,*' eteT^The 
nhimiiifltfons cseented by Henry Noel Humphreys. Square foolscap 8to. 21 «. richly bound 
in stamped calf; or aOs. in morocco, by Hayday. 

HUMPHREYS.--THE MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

With rich and appropriate Bacden of origiaai Desica, a series af Ulnmiuated Finres of 
the Apostles from the Old Masters, six Illuminated Miniatures, and other Embellishments. 
The Illumlnatloua executed by Henry Noel Humphreys. Square foolscap Sto. in massire 
carred coven»21s.{ or hound la morocco^ by Hayday,Ms. 

HUMPHREYS.— PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 

Richly Illuminated, with appropriate Borders, printed in colours and in black and gold; 
with a Desicn from oae of the early German Rngravers. The lUnminations executed by 
Henry Noel Haaaphaeya. Square Joolacap 8ro. 21«. in masifare carved covers ; or 90s. 



HUMPHREYS AND JONES.— THE ILLUMINATED BOOKS 

OF THE MIDDLE AGES : a series of Fac-simUes of the most beautiful MSS. of the Mid- 
dle Ages, printed in gold, silver, and colours, by Owen Jones ; selected and deitcrlbed by 
Henry Noel Hampheeya. Klegaatly boaad in aatiqae cmM. Boyal foUo, iOL lOs.; knpedal 
folio (large pi^er}* \tL 16t. 

HUNT.— RESEARCHES ON LIGHT: 

AaBxamiaatioaof all the Pheaomena eaaneeted wUk the Chemieal aad MoleenlarChaages 
produced by the Influence of the Solar Rays ; embracinff all the known Photographic Pro- 
cesses, ana near Discoveries In the Art. By Robert Hunt, Keeper of Mining Records, 
Museum of Practical Oeoli^ry. 8vo. with Plate and Woodcuts, 10«.6d. cloth. 

MRS. JAMESON^S LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS 

As represented in the Fine Arts. Coatslaing St. Benedict and iht early Beuedictines in 
Italy, France, Spain, and Flanders; the Benedictines In England and in Germany; the 
Reformed Benedictines; early Royal Saints connected with the Benedictine Order; the 
Augustines ; Orders derived from the Augustine Rule ; the Mendicant Orders ; the Jesuits; 
and the Order of the Visitation of 8U Mary. Formiag the Sscoica Saaias «f Sacred and 
Legendary Art. With Eleven EteUngs by the AaChor, aod M Woodcuts. Sqaaie crawn 
8vo.28«. cloth. 

MRS. JAMESON'S SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART; 

Or, Legends of die Saints aad Martvrs. Fias* Saxiss. Contalaiag, Leaends of the 
Angels and Archangels ; the Bvaageltsta and Apostles; the Greek and Latin Fathers; the 
Magdalene; the Patron Saints i thcTirgin Patronesses; the Martyrs; the Bishops; the 
Hermits; and tlie Warrior-SidBU of Christendom. Second EdKion (1860), printed in 
One Volume for the convenience of Students and Travellers; with mmeroas Woodcuts, 
and Sixteen Etchings by the Author. Square crown 8ve. 28«. cloth. 

MRS. JAMESON'S LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, 

As repvcsented in the Fiae Aru. Fovalag the Tamo and cwwfadii^g Saanw af Xaered 
and Legtmdarf Art. ^ Mra. J na m on. AoAmr ef '^Charaeteiisties of Weaua," etc. 
With EtcUagsbf the Aathar,8a4Eivn«kv«<)«Waa4. Symae «n«ni Sw. 

\tmiilmf9e$M, 

JARDINE.— A TREATISE OF EQUIVOCATION. 

Wherein is largely diMOsaed the qneetiaa Whether a CatlMliclia «r aay t^tx Pevsoa before 
a Bii«istratc, hefaag deanaded upoa his Oath whether a Preiste were in such a place, may 
(aotwithstaadliv fas perfect loiawiedge to the eootsary) without Peijn^, aad securely in 
eauscience, anawer N« t with this secret oseaalaf reserved in his aiyiide That he was not 
there, so that any man Is bounde to detect It. Kdlted fraat the Ori|^aal Maaaseript in the 
Bodleian Library, by David Jardlne, of (be Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister at Law ; Author 
of the **MaiMrtiiii el thaCwfavdetTKaaaa,** f i af w e d U> his aditiea ml the ^Criminal 
TriaU." £/■ tieprett. 
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NEW W0BK8 AND NEW EDITIONS 



JEFFREY (LORD).— CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURGH 

RRVIRW. Bf FrftDcIs Jeffrey, late One of the Jadgeiin the Court of Setiion in Scotland. 
Second Edition. S toIs. 8t«. 42$. cloth. 

BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR'S ENTIRE WORKS: 

with the Life br BUhop Heber. Rerited and corrected br the Rer. Charles Pare Eden, 

Fellow of Oriel CoUege, Oxford. VoU. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII . and VIII. 8to. 10«. 6rf. each, 

cloth. 

•«• In eouT$0 9fpmhUemMii in 10 vott. prtee kulf-a-guinea eueh. Vol. I. (tk0 last <« order 

of puHUation) mUl oontatn BUhop Hebti't Hfe «/ Jtremt^Taflorj extended ^» tkt Editor. 

[Fol. IX. Ufn the proM. 

READINGS FOR EVERY DAY IN LENT. 

Compiled from the Wrltinira of BUhop JeremT Tkjlor. Bjr the Author of **Ani7 Herbert," 
** The Child's Flrat HUtorjr of Rome," etc. Fc^p. 8vo. b. cloth. 

JOHNSON.— THE WISDOM OF THE RAMBLER, ADVEN- 

. TURF.R, AND IDLER. Comprising a Selection of 110 of the best Essajrs. By Suanel 
' Johnson, LL J). Foolscap 8to. 7'* cloth . 

JOHNSON.— THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA, 

And DICTIONARY of RURAL AFFAIRS > embracing all the recent DIscoyeries in Agri- 
cnltaral Chemistr7i adapted to the co^nprebension ot^uuscientific Readers. By Cuthbert 
W. Johnson, Esq., F.R.S. Barrister-at-Law, Editor of the ''Farmers* Almanack," etc. 
8to. with Wood Enrravlnffs, 21. Idt. cloth. 

JOHNSTON.— A NEW DICTIONARY OF GEOGRAPHY, 

DeacriptiTe, Physical, Sutistical, and Historical i Formintr a complete General Gasetteer 
of the World. Br Alexander Keith Johnston, F.R.8.E. F.R.G.S. F.6.S.; iGeoirrapber at 
Ediubnrrh in Ordinary to Her Mnjestjr; Author of "The Physical Atlas of Natural Phe- 
nomena.^' In One rery iarg^e Volume of 1,440 pages, comprisinf nearly Fifty Thousand 
Names of Places. 8vo. 86«.. cloth.; or strongly half-bound In russla, with flexible back, 
price 4U. 

KAY.— THE SOCIAL CONDITION AND EDUCATION OF 

THE PEOPLE IN ENGLAND AND EUROPE: shewing the results of the Primary 
Schools and of the Division of Landed Property In Forei^ Countries. By Joseph Kay. Esq. 
M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge; Barrister-at-Law ; and late TraTcUing Bachelor of 
the University of Cambridge. 2 thick vols, post 8vo. 21«. cloth. 

KEMBLE.— THE SAXONS IN ENGLAND: 

A History of the English Commonwealth till the period of the Norman Conquest. Bt John 
Mitchell Kemble, M.A.,F.C.P.S., etc. 3 toU. 8to. 38s. cloth. 

KINDERSLEY. — THE VERY JOYOUS, PLEASANT AND 

REFRESHING HISTORY of the Feats, Exploits, Triumphs, and Achievements of the Good 
Kniffht, without Fear and without Reproach, the gentle Lord De Bayard. Set forth in 
English by Edward Cockbnrn Klndersley, Esq. With Ornamental Headings, and Frontis- 
piece by E. H. Wehnert. Square post 8vo. 9«. td, cloth. 

KIRBY AND SPENCE.— AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTO- 

MOLOGYi Or, Elements of the Natural History of Insects: comprising an account of 
noxious and useful Insects, of their Metamorphoses, Food, StraUgems, Habitations, 
Societies. Motions, Noises, Hybernation, Instinct, ete. Br W. Kirby, M.A. F.R.S. & L.S. 
Rector of Barham; and W. Spence, Esq., F.R.S. & L.S. New Edition, enlarged. 2 vols. 
8to. 81s. 6tf. cloth. 

L. E. L.— THE POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH 

LANDON: Comprising the IMPROVISATRICE, the VENETIAN BRACELET, the 
GOLDEN VIOLET, the TROUBADOUR, and other Poetical Remains. New Edition, 
uniform with Moore's Sonets Bailadit and Saered Songti with 2 Vignettes by Richard 
Doyle. 3 vols. 16mo. 10*. cloth; morocco, 21«. 

••* jfho on edition In 4 vol*. foot$enp 8vo. with ttlmtraHont hp Hommrd, ete. tSs. eloth ; 
or bound In moroeeo, with gilt edget, 21. 4s. 
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LAING.— OBSERVATIONS ON THE SOCIAL AND POLI- 
TICAL 8TATB OF THK EUROPEAN PEOPLK IN 1848 AND 1849 1 beiuf the Second 
Series of •* Note* of a Trareller.'* By Samuel Lalnr, Esq., aathor of • * A Journml of * Reii. 
dencc In Norway," «• A Tonr In Sweden." the Tranilation of ** Tlie HcinMkrfaigIa/* and of 
" Notes of a IVareUcr on the Social and PdUtieal State of France, Prusia/* etc. 8ro. 14*. 
cloth. 

LATHAM.--ON DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

Lectnrei on SnbJecU connected with Clinical Medicine { coaprialnff Dlaeaiea of the Heart. 
By P. M. Latham, M.D. Phrtldan Extraordinary to the Qacen t and late Physician to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. New Edition. S toU. 13mo. 16t. cloth, 

LEK— TAXIDERMY. 

Or, the ArtofColleeting,Pre«arinf ,andMowiUnrObiectsofNatnralHIstory. For the vse 
of MnsenmsandTraTellcrs. BTlIrs.R.Lee. NewEdltion.lmproTed; with an account of a 
VUit to Walton Hall, and Mr. Waterton's Method of Presenring Animals. Fcap.Svo.wlth 
WoodcotSi 7s. 

LEE.— ELEMENTS OF NATURAL HISTORY; OR, FIRST 

PRINCIPLES OF ZOOLOGY. For the Use of Schools and Young Persons: comprising 
the Principles of Classification, Interspersed with amnsinvand instmctlTe Accounts of the 
most remarkable Animals. By Mrs. R. Lee. New BdlUon, reriscd and enlai^edi with 
numerous additional Woodcuts. Foolscap 8ro. 7s. 6d. cloth. 



LETTERS ON HAPPINESS, ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 

By the Authoress of ** Letters to My Unknown Friends,** '*TwclTe Years Ago, a Ti 
*' Some Passages from Modem History,** and •< Discipline.** Foolscap 8to. 6$. cloth. 



LETTERS TO MY UNKNOWN FRIENDS. 

By a Lady. Third Edition. Foolscap8TO.(i«. cloth. 

LINDLEY.— AN INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY. 

By Prof. J. Lindlcy, Ph.D., F.R.S. L.S. etc. New Edition, with Corrections and numerous 
Additions . 2 toIs . 8ro. with Six Plates and numerous Wooden ts, 34« . cloth . 

LINWOOD (W.)— ANTHOLOGIA OXONIENSIS; 

Sire, Florilegium e iusibus poeticis dtrersorumOzoniensium Orccis et Latinisdecerptnm. 
Curante Gulielmo Llnwood,M.A. iEdlsChrlstI Alummo. 8to.14s. cloth. 
** Were the print •ftong to he awmrded if our mrbitrmtiom between the competing Minttreh 
ofltU and Cam, we thomld be at muek puMtUd m$ yirriVe Shepherd^ and like him we thould 
have to pronounce a epedal verdict t et tu Mrnue, et ikic. For^ if in the Arundinee we And 
more ofairine$» and variety^ the Anthologia it not inferior in poetical epiritj while in 
olaaeieal puritp and eorreetneu it haeperhape a$lightdd9anttige.**—C]ui9tiuk Remembrancer. 

LORIMER.— LETTERS TO A YOUNG MASTER MARINER 

On some SnbJecU connected with his Calling. By the late Charles Lorimer. A New Edi- 
tion. Foolscap 8vo. 5«. 6d. doth. 

LOUDON.— THE AMATEUR GARDENER'S CALENDAR: 

Being a Monthly Guide, as to what should be aroided as well as what should be done In a 
Garden in each Month i with plain Rules how to do what is requisite ; Directions for laying 
out and planting Kitchen and Flower Gardens, Pleasure Grounds, and Shrubberies ; and a 
short account, in each Month, of the Quadrupeds, Birds, and Insects,then most injurious to 
Gardens. By Mrs. Loudon. 16mo.with numerous Wood£ngraTings,7>*8'*cloth. 

LOUDON— THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION; 

Or, How to Enjoy a Country Ufe Rationally. By Mrs. Loudon, author of * ^Gardeningf or 
l5^1es,**etc . New Edition. Foolscap 8to., with Plate and Woodcnta, 7«. 6tf .cloth . 

LOUDON'S SELF-INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNG GARDENERS, 

Foresters, Bailiffs, J 
metry. Mensuration. 
Planning and *•--•- 



with Examples shewing their applications to Horticultural and Agricultural Purposes. 
With a Portrait of Mr. Loudon, and aMemoIr by Mrs. London. Svo.withWoodBngraTings, 
7s. M. cloth, 
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lOXJDOirS ENCTCLOPiSDIA OF TKESS AKD SHRUBS; 






LOUDON'S £NCTCLOR£IXU OF OASDEBONGt 




mmmj hmndrtd Kmgnwiaft om Woo4 hj Brawtoa. Aa oMinlr New BditioB OS"), eov- 
vectcd tkra«ch0«t and maiUcvUy iavrarcA by Mn. 1 lia T^i V H.T Till «■ |, SMl 



LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICDLTDfRE: 

C«MarMBf the Tkeoiy aad Pnctice of the Valaatioa, TVaaafcr, L 
aad Maaaf rseat of Laade4 Propertr.aad o# the caltiratisa aa4 • 
TCfMablc FradartioM of Acricaltan, iadadhif aU dw laMtt imgn 
BfitiMi wWiapvairiMfMidKacwvlB^wir " " ^ ^ 



LOUDON'S EWCTCLOP.EDIA OF PLANTS: 

I acladiaf all the naats which are aow foaad ia, or hare hcca a 




hy aa Balaeat BoCaaist ; the Drawiaga br J . D. C. Sowcrbr, F.L.S. A aew Editioa, with a 
■cw Sapplemeataml a new Index. 8ro. With acarl j 10,000 WoodBngnriaca, TScM.cloCfc. 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDLA OF COTTAGE, FARM, AND 

▼ILLA ARCHITECTURE and FURNITURE. Coat^ning Desiaas for Cottages. VIUbs, 
Fana Hoatea, FaaHrias, Cooatry Inaa, PriiBe H«aM% PtoocliJ Schoola, etc. ; wilk the 
reqoirite Fittinn-ap, FIxtates, and Fanritare, and a y p to ari a te OAcea, Gaidcas, aadGaHc* 
Seenefy? each Dea^tB aceomaaicdbj Analytical Hid Cfrideal Reaarits. II7 J. C.~ 
P.L.8.etc. NewE&ioa»Baiedbjlfaa.Lo«d«i. 9n.wktkmamikm2jmi 
Wood,03«.cUMli. -» ' *— 

LOUDON'S HOBTUS BRITANNICUS; 

Or, Catalogae of all ^e Flanto iadlge ao a a to, caltttated in>air latw d m eed irto Biitahi. Aa 
catirelv New Editioa (1860). cortMtcd thiwapiamts with a SuplaiMM, iachadiac aU the 
New Plaata daws to Maach. IflMt and aNow 6«»cnl lada totSawfcala WorfcTUted bF 
Ms. LttadaB 1 Mrtitid by W. H. BtadeCyEH^aHLVaaid WaaHar. OWKSlib M» 

SUPPLEMENT TO LOUDON'S HORTUS BRITANNICUS; 

Inelodiog aU the PlaMa iatrodaced into Biltafa, aU the newly discwoRd British Saedcak 
and all the hinds originated in British Gardeas, ap to Mtach lOW. With a aewGoMnd 
lades to tha whole work, ineladiBg the Sappleaaat. P t a pa rod by W. R. Baatsr^Bsq.; 
assteted by D. Woostcr, onder the directiOB of Mza. Loadaa. 8*«. Idkcloth. 

LOW.— ON LANDED PROPERTY, AND THE ECONOMY OF 

ESTATES t Coamrehendhig the Relations between LandUvd and Tenant, and thaPrinci. 
plea aad Forms of Leases t of Fam BoiMbigs, En«:los«res, E^ftaias, Eabaakawnts, Roads, 
pad other Rural Worhs, Ifinerda, and Woods. By David Lew, Esq. F.R.S.E. etc.. aathor 
of ** Eleawf Bf g r aetl fal Agficaltnie/' ete. 8to. witii nnaienma Wood Bngiavlngs, 
21«.cloth. 

LOW.— ELEMENTS OP PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE: 

ComprehendlagtheCaltlvMionof Plants, the Hvsbaadryof theDomosticAainiala. and the 
Kconeaiy of the Fan*. By Da«M Low, Esq . F.R.8.B. , Professor of A^^ricnltnrc in the Uui- 
TersItT of Edinburgh. New Edition; with an entirely new set of abore 900 Woodcuts. 
ST«.21«.clnth. 

MACAULAY.— CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS CON- 

TRIBUTBD T9 THE EDINBUBCH REVIEW. By Thomoa BaUncton Mnnralay. New 
EdWan.cooHploee in One Votane; with Portndt br B. U. Eddie. ongrsTod i« line br 6. W. 
Gwatbach, aad Vignette. Sqaasa crown «aa. »». dodls 8Cbw calf eactn, by Hnday. 
-Or (Sixth Edition) in S vols . 8to . S6« . cloth. 
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MACAtJLAY.— THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

FraacheAcMisfoBofJamesII. ByllioaMMAaMiigtOD M»ch«lqF. IVeirBdtUov. Vols. I. 
aadll. 8«o»3teelatliv 

MACAULAY.— LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

WM><MTrT"aBd«<'nieArBMdih'> By ThoaiM Bsblagtoa-MWMllir. NewBMUoB. Iftftf. 
4f ; M . chMh r morocco, 10*. «. (ftaMrf fjr rmgdag). 

MR. MACAULAYS LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

w« «. ,- 

t«ut. 4to. Sl«. bo«rd»; 



With nanermiiIUtt*tr«tioM,Orl|rtiial and from the AnUoM^ dMira op Wood br Geoxee 
Schvf,Jtia. and engmved bjr 9muo1 WUllaa*. Ne^P £il2on. -— ' ' '.^ - .» 



morocco,4ak. (iotUKtiy Usgdafh 

MACDONALD.—VILLA VEROCCHIO; OR, THE YOUTH OF 

LEONARDO DA VINCI t sTaloi Bgr thrlats DiMia Lovlw UscdoMld. Veap. 8to. 
6«. cloth. ^ ^ 



•• /ii f»i« Mo«r plentimc of HMoriettet, me have an epitodefrom ike life of one mho carved 

out for Mmtelf the h^he$t place among the great matter-mindi of hU age The 

aaen^rg of the UealUm {the rmldJAmonndFivenze], the manmre^the dags the oharntttro 
of tk9 grant men of Ami nge, anittte offeettnne of the he$t 'of t%e 'm^rlg'e mea^ tekteh gvfar 
to eoneele n» for omnadht here b*4aw^ are eftettkedmUk-O'JkeUng, a emrrectneae^ and m 
deHeaey that fall not of carrying the reader^ wUkmU et m9ment*9 Oop. from the Aret to the 
latt tentenee of thit little volume.** Britannia. 

MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAMES) MISCELLANEOUS WORKS: 

locludJng: Ma ContribQtiona to The ROINBUKGH RRVIKW. A New Edition (1851), 
complete in One Volnne ; ^tb Portrait enirravtd in line bf W . Greatbach, and Vignette. 
Sqnarc crown 8to. 31«. cloth ; or 30i. calf extra hj Hayday. 

M'CULLOCH,-A D^TIOITARY, OEOCFRAPHKJAL, STATIS- 
TICAL, AND ntSTOniCAL. of the Tarfona Conntrloc, Flacaa, and Principal Natural 
Obiectain the World. By J. R. flT'Cnlloeh, Ri<|. Illusttated with Six lar»e Maps. New 
^ition (18$0-1851), corrected and In part rewritten; with a Supplement. 2 thick toIi.Svo. 

M'CULLOCH.-A DICTIONARY, PRACTICAL, THEORETI- 
CAL, AND HISTORICAL, Oe GOMMSRCR. AND COMMISRCIAL NAVIGATION. 
By J. R. ft'CViIlbch, Eaq. A New Edition n8slX)vCOfreeted> enlarged, and imfiroYed ; with 
a Supylement. Sro.with Ifapaand Plau8,&b«. cloth) orfiSKatnoAtfly half-boandinruaaia. 

••* A SUPPLEMENT «o the lust Edition, publttheiiHH 1619, may Ke hud $epairotelg, price 
4m, Cd. iemed. 

M'CULLOCH.— AN ACCOUNT, 0ESCRTPTITE, AND STATIS- 
TICAL* of the BRITISH BMPIflB« exMUtinvitmBxtent, Phwloal Capacklea, Population. 
Industry, and' Civil aiid ReUgious InstltutUma. Bjri. R. H'Cttlloch, Baq. 3d Edition, 
e«i>«cted,enl«rfed,aaiigMatlyimp«oved. S«hiok vota.Sre^'ttf.oloth. 

M'CULLOCH.— A TREATISE ON THE PRINCIPLES AND 

PRACTICAL INPLITBNCB OV' TlASCATlOS ANB I91B BtlNttlSG SYSTEM. By J. R. 
M<C«ll«ch,Bsq, 8*0. LOl. ctolh.. 

MAITLAND.--THE CHURCH m THE CATACOMBS: 

A Descripann of the Pt4iiiitlveCbun:h- of Rome, illuatraCed by ita Sepulchml Riemains. 
By Charles Maitland. New Edition, rvrlscd ; with iittmero«*BB|ta«hig« on Wood. 8tro. 14«. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON CHEMISTRY: 

In which the Elementaof that Science are familiarly Rxphdned and Illustrated by Experi- 
ments. ByJaneM'arcct. NewIbditien,«orrected. 3*ols.roolie«|>8yo.l4«.rlotta. 
«« /n the present edUiem tire author ha9«tt^mfrt*dt9 piwra ol^etth of thepritndpml ditco- 
frim which hone reeenttg been mndt in Ckenrtttrgt and witHing tkat ker pnplh Mhottld 



me knota^^eof the ptoffrma which hutPtahenplnaetn AgrtenUur^t rrtnlUngfrnm 
iU eionnewiom with Ckemietrgt $ha hui fbumd it nmauurfto add u (Umnermetion upon this 
smkjeat.** BxtrM* from Preface. 

MARCET.— CONTERSATIONS ON POUTICAL ECONOMY: 

In which the Rlementa of that Srteme aw fteaillnrly expMncd* BylaaoMMroet. New 

Edition, revised and enlarged. Foolscap 8to. 7>. f^ -im»w 
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MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

In which the Rlementt of that Science are famiUarlrexplidned, and adapted to the compre* 
heneioB of YoQBf Persons. Br JaneMarcet. New Edition, enlarged and corrected. Fcap. 
8to. with SS Plates, lOe. 6i. cloth. 

BfARCET.— CONVERSATIONS ON VEGETABLE PHYSIO- 

LOGYi eomprehendlnr the Rleaieau of Botany, with their appUcation to Agriculture. 
B7 Jane Mnreet. NewKditloa. Foolscap 8to. with Four Plates, 9$. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND WATER. 

By Jane Mareet. New Edition revised and corrected. Foolscap 8to. with coloured If 19 
shewing the compantlTeAltitude of Mountains, Ss.Stf. cloth. 

MARRYAT (CAPT.V- MASTEBtMAN READY; 

Or, the Wreck of the Paciic. Written for Young People. By Captain Marryat, C.B. author 
of**Peter8iaiple,"etc. STols.fcap.8ro.withnumerousEngraTlngson Wood,S2«.M. cloth. 

MARRYAT. — THE PRIVATEER'S-MAN ONE HUNDRED 

TEARS AGO. By Captain F. Marnrat, C.B., author of '*Peter Simple,** ''Masteman 
Ready,** etc. 3 tuIs. f cap. 8yo. 18*. doth. 



MARRYAT.— THE MISSION; 

r. Scenes In * " 
Peter Simpl( 



Or, Scenes in Africa. Written for Young People. By Captain Marryat, C.B., author of 
le,*'**Masterauui Ready," etc. 2To1s.fcap.8T0.13«.cloth. 



MARRYAT.— THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. 

Written for Young People. By Captain Blarryat, C.B., author of «*Peter Simple," 
** Masterman Beady," etc. New Edition. Fcap. 8to. with two Illustrations, Jt. 6d. cloth. 

MAUNDER.— THE SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY TREA- 

SURYt A New and Popular Encyclopedia of Science and the Belles Lettres ; Including all 
Branches of Science, and every Subject connected with literature and Art. The whole 
written In a familiar style, adapted to thecomprehenslonof all persons denlrous of acquir- 
ing information on the subJecU comprised In the work, and also adapted for a Manual of 
convenient Reference to the more instructed. By Samnel Maunder. NewEditlon. Fcap. 
Svo.lOf. cloth) bound In roan«12«. 

MAUNDER'S TREASURY OF HISTORY; ^ 

Comprlsinra General Introductory Outline of Universal History, Ancient an% Modem, and 
a Series of separate Histories of every principal Nation that exists; developing their Rise, 
Progress, and Present Condition, the Moral and Social Character of their respective 
Inhabitants, their Religion, Manners, and Customs, ete. etc. New Edition. Foolscqi 8vo. 
10s. cloth ; bound In roan, 13s. 

~ MAUNDER^S TREASURY OF NATURAL HISTORY; 

Or, a Popular Dictionary of Animated Natures in which the Zooloifical Characteristics that 
dlstinffuiah the different Classes, Genera, and Species are combined with avarietv of interest- 
ing Information Illustrative of the Habits, Instincts, and General Economy of the Animal 
Kinrdum. To which are added, a Syllabus of Practical Taxidermy, and a Olossarial Appendix. 
Embellished with 900 Engravings nn Wood, from Drawings made expressly for this Work. 
New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 10«. cloth ; bound in roan, 12«. 

MAUNDER'S TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE, 

And LIBRARY of nKVt^R^NCRt rnqiprEainK an |rn,>IEih ntfirarapir; Tutilts of RnvlUh 
Verbal Distinctions: PrnTixljii. Ttc-n^t, M|iid E'hj-sAci. [□ f.itiD, SpauLfcti, Ki^Micti, sod llalian, 
translated; new and r^iUr^^^d fli^jjtl44fa Uictiannrr j Uirfct3r>iiA iFor J'rcQunLJat ivn ; new 
Universal Gaxetteer t TitbJes <^f E'o^uJ^llon Aud ^iWtiHtk^b; Lisl ot Cltiei, buniughi, and 
Market Towns in the IJiilted Kijifdcm s Ht^Kkilslioui af t1i« (ri^neral Fm[^<llH[:e; Li it of 
Foreign Animal, VrgfCkblt^ und Minpral CruiiuciiiJcij [ Cfi mpr r^ij So u Ci^iikul HicEkitniry ; 
Scripture Proper Nivcnei Ai?c»ihti!d. iiid Cbd^tijio N'Tnti arni'^it and VVntuf^Ei: with Ijttin 
Maxims translated 1 IMt of A bbn^Tinltpn* i Clii'^iniiiogjr and Histurir i r-Qisiuftidiuut, Law 
Dictionary; Abstract of IViX Acli : [ntfre^i^nd oibrr Tabiei ; Formi a/ Epljtol*ry AddtDSs; 
Tables ot Precedemri Srii^ipii^qf iht Brii;]»ti PctrAfct And Tables of Kunitifr, 31i:tney, 
Weights and Measur^i. IIJlH Kdjtl<}ti,teTiiEdLbfaa^buutand£:TtsE[irEEiUr!ftii. tuvl^Chf 
8vo. iO«. cloth ; bound in roan, 13«. 



PUBLI8BKD BT MBSSBS. LONGMAN AMD Co. 



21 



MAUNDER'S BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY: 

Conaistinrof Memoiri, Sketehea, and brief Notices of above 13«000BBilBentPersoiii of all 



tloiunyof Dntrenai Biof raphj. 
tbrouffbovt, and bronght down U 
tlonal Ures. Fool* cap 8to. lOe. 



in»« , . 

Ayes and Nations, from the Eariicst Period of Historr ; fomlny a new and complete DiC' 

,. , w.-. . -. ^^^ ^ New and tboronfblT rerised Edition (1851) ; corrected 

. a to the Present Time hj the Introdaction of nwnerons addl* 

Foolscap 8to. 10«. doth) bound In roan« \2$. 

MEMOIRS OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF GREAT 

BRITAIN, and of the Bfoseum of Economic Geology In London. Published by Order of 
the l^rds CommissioBers of Her Malestr's Treasury. Vol. I. royal 8to. with Woodcuts 

'---' " - Vol. II. in two thick Paru, with 8S PUtes 

- AUo, 

BRITISH ORGANIC REMAINS} eonsbtinfof Plates and Fir ures engraTcd on Steel, with 



and 9 Plates, (seven coloured) . Sl«. cloth ; 

(three coloured), and numerous woodcuts,42t. cloth* or, separately, 21«. each Part.- 

BRITISH ORGANIC REMAINS} eonsbtinfof Plates and Flrures engraved on Steel, with 
descriptive Letterpress, and forming a portion of the Memoirs of the Geological Survey. 
Decades I. to III. royal 8vo. S«. M. each, or royal 4to. 4t. M. each. 

MERTVALE.— A HISTORY OF THE ROMANS UNDER THE 

EMPIRE. By the Rev. Charles Merlvale, late FeUow and tutor of St. John's CoUege, 
Cambridge. Vols.4. and II. 8vo. S8t. cloth. 

MONTGOMERY'S fJAMES) POETICAL WORKS. 

With some additional Poems, and the Author's Autobiographical Prefaces. A New Edition, 
complete In One Volume, uniform with Southey's *<The Doctor etc." and *• Commonplace 
Books ;" with Portrait and Vignette. Square crown 8vo. Ids. M. eloth ; morocco, 31«.— Or 
In 4 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Portrait, and Seven other Plates, 90s. cloth} bound In 
morocco, II. 16«. 

MOORE.— HEALTH, DISEASE, AND REMEDY, 

Familiarly and Practically considered In a few of their Reladous to the Blood. By George 
Moore, H.D., Member of the Royal College of Physicians, etc. i author of "The Power of 
the Soul over the Body," etc. Post 8vo. 7$. W. cloth. 

MOORE— THE POWER OF THE SOUL OVER THE BODY. 

Considered in relation to Health and Morals. By George Moore, M J>. Member of the 
Royal College of Physicians, etc. New Edition . Post 8vo. 7$. M. cloth . 

MOORE.— THE USE OF THE BODY IN RELATION TO THE 

MIND. By George Moore, MJ>. Member of the Royal College of Physicians, etc. New 
Edition. Post 8vo. 9a. eloth. 

MOORE.— MAN AND HIS MOTIVES. 

By George Moore, MJ). Member of the Royal College of Physicians, ete. New Edition. 
Post 8vo.8i. cloth. 

MOORE'S POETICAL WORKS: 

Containing the Author's recent Introduction and Notes. Complete In One Volwne,ualforn 
with Lord Byron*s and Southey's Poems. IHth Portrait by George Richmond, engraved in 
line, and View of Sloperton Cottage. Medium 8vo. If. Is. cloth ; or 4Ss. bound in morocco, 
by Hayday.-Or In 10 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Portrait, and 19 Plates, 2f. 10«. cloth; 
moroceo,4<. lOs. 

THOMAS MOORE'S SONGS. BALLADS, AND SACRED SONGS. 



wltL the smaller Edition of Mr. MacauUv's L«jff o/ 
r Richard Doyte. 16mo. Ss. cloth; or 13s. M. bound la 



First collected EdlUon. wuionn v 
Aneietit Hpmet with Vignette by 
morocco, byHayday. 

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 

New Edition, uniform In siae with the smaUer Edition of Mr. Maeaulay's - Lavs of Ancient 
Rome." With the Autobiographical Preface from the CoUectlve Edition of Mr. Moore's 
Poetical Works, and a Vignette by D. MacUse, R.A. Mmo. «r. cloth ; 13«.M. bound in 
morocco, by Haydav.-Or In foolscap Sro.wlth Vignette byCorbould, lOs. doth; bound 
In morocco, ISs. M. 

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 

lUustrated by D. MaclUe, R.A. Imperial 8vo. with 161 Designs, engraved on Steel, SI. Ss. 
hoards t or 4/. 14s. U. bound in morrocco, by Hayday. Proof Impressions (only 900 copies 



printed, of which a few remain) , 6f. is. bi 
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MOORETS LALLA BOOEH: AN OKOnSTTAL ROMANCE. 

Not BdWm. wifotm tm-«toc«ilfc the wMlkr BdMou of Mr. MtewdM** I«y« ^ .Jnel0«i« 
A«n«. Wiftk *« AoMlMofniplkiMl Trttmem feon the Collective iBdWon af Mr. Moore'i 



14«. bound in morocco. 



k looteav tro^witit 4P1«Im kf Woatall, slOt.JSd. etatb; or 



MOORETS LALLA ROOKH; AN ORIBTNTAL ROMANCE. 

New BdhloB. Meiiina 6ro, lUtntmied -wiKli IS teeSMsniteKS* Slt.^A^nh^ aunocco,1tfi«. ; 
«hh ladl» PHMif n«tw, 4^. cloth. 

MORELL.— THE PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION. 

Bf J O . Mov^U M.A.. avthor of m Hbtoricolaod Critical Vltm iff He S^tetOattve rtilo- 
fphjf 9f Ewroft in the tHmttttntk Ctnttttg. 8vo. IS*. doCh. 

MOSELEY.— ILLUBTRATIONS OF PRACTICAL MECHANICS. 

Bj the Rev. H . Moteley, M.A., Professor of Natural PhUososb/ a«d Aatronoaur in fUiig's I 
College, London t author of *' The Mechanical Principles or Knglueeilng and Architec- 
ture.'^ New Edition. Fcap.Sro. with Woodcuts, 8<. cloth. 



MOSELET.— THE JfTECHANICAL PRINCIPLES OF EN- 



GIMBKKING ANO ABCOITBCTUBR. Bjrthe Re».Ji,Moaelej«BLA. F.&.S., I 
of Natural ?bUoaophTMd Aatoonm^ in King '« CoUegej t«o4oa: «iid author «tf 
tratlons of Practical Mechanics. 8to. with Woodcuts aud Diagrams, l<.4i.clotli. 
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MOSHEIM'S ECpLESIASTICAL HSSTORY, 

Ancient and Modern. Translated, with copious Notes, br lamoaJfnrdock, DJ), 
in.BemgrSoMnes.MJ' • - -- 



Kdition, rerlsed, and continued, bj the Il«ii.Bemgr 



New 
4vQU.«ro.4ai. cloth. 



MOUNT SAINT LAWRENCE. 

B7 the Author of " Maty the Star of the Sea." S vols, port tvo. ISe. otolh. 

MURE.— A CRITICAL HISTORY OF THE LANGUAGE AND 

LITKRATCTBE OF AMOUNT GBJSECE. B]r WUUaB Muze,lt.P.. of CaldwoU. 8 vols. 
«T0. 389. cloth. 

MURRAY.— AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF GEOGRAPHY: 

Comfvidng a aoiwlete Deaet^pUMi of .the Kartht rjchihhiiig.lt8 Relation «o the aeairenlj 
Bodies, lu Physical Structure, the Natural History of each Coantrf, and the -J nduatrr. Com- 
merce, Political Institutions, and Ciyil and Social State of all Nations. By Hugh Mnrrur, 
F.R.8.E. Second Edition 1 with 82 Maps, and upwards of 1,000 other Wood EngrAvinga. la 
One large Volume, Sro. 8/. cloth. 



THE EARTHLY RESITNG-PLACES OF THE JUST. 

By the Rev. Srehhie Neole, M.A., Reoter of Ifiirten, BulMfci author of ^The Cteaing 
Scene.'' With Wood Engravings. Fcap.Sro. 7>> cloth. 



NEALE.-THE CLOSING &CENE; 

Or, Ciidatlaoktjrjmd inidettty oontraated in the Las* Hesws otReaMtlMble Peeaena. Bf the 1 
«•«. BsBktne Neale, M .A., Rector of iCirMw. SuffoUc ; author of •' The EartUy Seating. ' 
Places of the Just," etc. New Editions of the First and Second Sesi«a. S»cdB.icap. 
8to. 13*. cloth { or separately 6«. each. 



NEWMAN— DISCOURSES ADDRESSED TO MIXED CON- ! 

G3t£GATION8. By JohnHonryNewmaB^nrieatofthje-OMitiiryof StPlOUpNed. Socond 
SdHion. 8ro. nto. cJtolh. 

OWEN JONES.— WINGED THOUGHTS. 

A Series of Poems. By Mnry Anne Bacon. With 'lUvMtMklont -of Bltda, ^a^cd W 
M.h. Bateman« and executed in iUominsted printing 1^ O«enaoi>es. tJnlform with 



FHmett and their Xtudr^ TkougkU, and FrwiU /reas tAtOmrHn mnd tte jn«U. 
rial 8vo. 81«. M. «lcg«ncly bo>und to cKlf. 
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OWEN JONES.— FLOWER'S AND THEIR KINDRSD 

THOOGRTS i A Series of SUum. Bf Marjr Aine Bmoiu Aottwr of ^'TOmmI ThMfbu." 
WHli beantifnl nhutwdims •< Rowan. deaicMd nd p^«d U CokMailv^^MjQDCs. 

OWEK JONES.— FRUITS FROM THE GARDEN AND THE 

FIELD. A Series of SUuu. By Marj AaneBaiMni, Autbar of ** WiMwdThooffku.** With 
bcaatifal IUiiatratl«a»ef «r«h, desirned and printed ta Coloan "bj Own Jones. Impe- 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF OKAY'S 

ELEGIT.— 0HAY*8 KLBGY, WRITTEN IN A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD* Rhualoated, 
in the MUssl &tjl«» hj Owen Jooet. linpertaL ftro. 81$, M. «lic«nntlj bound. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE SERMON 

ON THE MOU!n.^TaB SKRMON ON THB MOaNT. ftbHed In Gold and Cotovm, 
in the Missal stjrle i with Ornaaientai Borders- br Oven Jonas, and an lUaminfted Jf^<ootis- 
niece by W. BoanU. New Edition. Square Xaioiacaf Sro., in ilch ailk covers^ Sl«. i or 
boMid in afcorocc^ bgr « i^aj. Sis. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION' OF THE MAR- 

RIAGE SBRYiCE.— THE fORM OF SOLKMintJATlOM OP MATAIMONY. Fkom 
The Book V Omumtm ihr^er. lUnnrinaied, io fthe Miaaai atfte* kj (hnnioncs. Bfuare 
Mm*. «#. etefaudy bmnfli wUte calf. 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE 

PRBACHKR.— The WTords of the Preacher, Son of Darid, King of Jerusalem. From the 
Holy Scriptures. Beiny the Twelve Chapters of the Book of i!.cclesiastes, elegantly illu- 
a^aaMd, in ibc Missal scjile, bf Owan Jimea. ImfMriM Svo. in rery arnuire oanred c«T«f», 

OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF SOLOMON'S 

SONG.— THE SONG OF SONGS, WHICH IS SOLOMON'S. From the Holr Scriptures. 
Bcittf the Sis Chaptcn of the Book of the Song of Solomon, richlj iUnmiaated, ia the 
lOawdstrle^bjOwenJoMa. SlagaMlr bound in reUMno leatber. iaveriai Iteo. 81«. 

OWEN JONES'S TRANSLATION OF D'AGINCOURTS HIS. 

TORY OF ART.-<THE niflrPORT OF ART, BY ITS WOmiMENTS, «Mm its BecHae in 

the Fourth Century to its Restoration in the Sixteenth. Translated from the French of 
Seronx d'Aglncourt, by Owen Jones, Architect. In 3,335 SnbJecU, engraved on 328 Plates. 
Vol. I.— Architecture^ 78 Plates j Vol. Il.-Sculpture, il Platef ; VoL III.-Painting, 304 
nates. 9ToU.v«r«lfDB«kW.&«.BCV«d. 

OWEN.— LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

AND PHYSIOLOGY OP THE INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons in 1S43. Bji Rlehard Owen, F.B.8. Uuaterian Profeaaor to the CoUeg*. 
From Notes taken by WIBtei 1«UMCoaper« M.BjCS. and ruviaed %y ProfeasMr Oven. 
WItk GloMaMr aMi Udea. .NewJEdilio»,oocieclod. Bro.wltkveiyjmaaoiwua Woodcuts. 

lA'm$r^ M«djr. 

OWEN.— LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

AND FHYSIOLOOY fkf the TRRTSBRATB ANIMAES, dnMvuMd at thn Royal CuMege 
of Surgeons iu UM and ISM. By RicterdOwen, ]f,tUi, Hwrntm hrn PjroinMWir to Aim Col- 
lage. laSvels. VoUI. Bnu^wUkawKCMua WoodenM,14i.«totlu 

PALETS EVIDENCES OF CHRISTLA.NITY ; AND HORiE 

PAULINiE. A Kuw Jiiiikian , wBk Nolea, an AutlrsU, uad a. Selucti^n of Pafwrs 4wm thn 
Senate- House and College BzamiiMtion Pwers. Designed for the use of Students in the 
Vnkrenity. ByBob«grPattg»HUk.TiteitrCAllef«>CMih)«dBe. 8f«.IOi.W.<i<»Ck. 



m 



24 KEW WORKS AHD NEW EDITIONS 

PASCAL'S ENTIRE WORKS, TRANSLATED BY PEARCE. 

THK COMPLBTI WORKS OF BLAISE PASCAL i With M. VnieaaiB** Kwaj Ml 
PMeal coBddcred u • Writer aad Monaitt, prefixed to the JVevlnciaJ Lettert ; ud tke 
MUeeltmuemmt irritlwB, Tkamfktt •• Kengtii, aad SvidtneeM «/ Ckrittimnitw. re- 
anwrcd, with large Adtfltloaa. from the French EdiUon of Jf dm. P. Faofire. Newlr 
tranuatcd from the French, with Memoir, Introdactiona to the variotM Worh>, Editorial 
Notes, aad Appendices, by George Pearce, Eaq. S volt, poat 8to. with Portrait, 2S». W. 
cloth. 

••• Tk0 Three Velumet mmp he Aod eepmratelg, mifetttn t— 
Vol. I ^PASCAL'S PBOVINCIAL LETTERS i with M.VUlanain** Esaaf on Pascal 
preized, and a new Memoir. Post 8to. Portrait, 8a. M. 

Yol. 1I.-PASCAL'8 THOUGHTS ON RELIGION, AND BTIDRNCES OF CHRISTI- 
ANITY, with Additions Ikom original MSS.t liom M.Faagte«*a Edition. Post Sro. 
8s.6d.4 

YoL III.-PASCAL'S MISCELLANEOUS' WRITINGS, CORRESPONDENCE, DE- 
TACHED THOUGHTS, ete. from M. Faagtee's Edition. Post Sro. 8«. U, 

PEREIRA.— A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET: 

With Observations on the Dietetleal Regimen salted for Disordered Sutes of the Digestive 



Organs i and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metrt^olitan and other 

Establishments for Paupers, Lunatics, Crlmlndts, Children, the Sick , ett " * " 

M.D.F.E.S.,authorof ^'Elements of Materia Medlca.'* 8vo.l6«. cloth, 



Sick, etc. ByJon.Perelra, 



PESCHEL (C. F.)— ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS. 

By C.F. Peschel, Principal of the Rqval Military College, Dresden, ete.etc. Translat 
from the German. with Notes, by E. West. 8 vols. teup. 9vo. with Woodcuu, Slf.cloth. 

(Part I. The Physics of Ponderable Bodies. Feap.8vo.7«. 6d. cloth. 
Part ll; Imponderable Bodies (Light, Heat,Magnetlsm.Blectricity, 
and Electro-Dynamics). Svols.fcv.Svo.Uf.M.cloth. 



PHILLIPS.— FIGURES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PAKE- 

OZOIC FOSSILS OF CORNWALI^ DEYON, and WEST SOMERSET: observed in 
the course of the Ordnance Geological Survey of that District. By John Phillips, F.B.8. 
F.6.8. etc. Published by Order of the Lords Commissioners of U.M. Treasury. 8vo. 
with 60 Plates, comprising very numeioui Figures, V«. doth. 

PHILLIPS.— AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MINE- 

RALOGY I Comprising a Notice of the Characters, Properties, and Chemical Constitutlou 
of Minerals: with Accounts of the Places and Clrcunutances In which they are found. 
Bv William Phillips, F.L.8. M.6.S. etc. A New Edition, corrected, cnlarMd, and Im- 
proved. by H.J. Broolte, F.R.S. i and W. H. Miller, M.A. F.R.S. Professor of Mineralogy 
In the University of Cambridge. Post 8vo. with numerona Wood Engravings. 

(In tkeprete, 

PORTLOCK. — REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE 

COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY, and of Parts of Tyrone and Fermanagh, esamlned and 
described nnderthe Authority of the Master-OeneralandBoard of Ordnance. ByJ.B. Port- 
lock, F.R.S.etC. Svo.vlth 48 Plates, 24s.eIoth. 

POWER.— SKETCHES IN NEW ZEALAND, 

with Pen and Pencil. By W. IVrvne Power. VJi.CQ. Veom a Jonmal kept In that Coun- 
try, from July 1846 to June I84B. With 8 Plates and S Woodcnts, from Drawings made on 
the spot. Post Svo.lSi. cloth. 

THE VADE-MECUM OF FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT: 

Being a complete Practical Treatise on that Braneh of the Art of Angling; with plain and 
copious Instructions for the Manufacture of Artificial Flies. By G.P.R. Pulman, author 
of ** The Book of the Axe.** Third Edition, re- written and greatly enlarged ; with several 
Woodcuts. Fc^. Sro. 6s. cloth. 

PYCROFT.— A COURSE OF ENGLISH READING; 

Adapted to every Taste and Capacity, ^th Literary Anecdotes. By the Rev. Stmn 
Pycroft,B.A.,anthorof<*TheCoIlcglan*sGulde,«*otc. If ew Edition. Feap.Svo.ts.ekrth. 



PUBLI8HBD BY MBSSRS. LONGMAN AMD GO. 25 

DR. REECE'S MEDICAL GUIDE: 

For the ate of the Clenrr, Heads of Familiei, Schools, and Junior Medical Praetitlonert. 
Comprlafng: a complete Sfodem Dispesaatorr, and a Practical Treatiae on the dlatinruUhing 
Sjmptoma, Caasea, Prevention, Core, and Puliation of the Diaeaaea incident to the Human 
Frame. With the latest Diaoorerles In the different Departments of the Henlinf Art, 
Materia Medica, etc. SerenUenth Sditlon (lMO),«itfa considerable Additions; revised 
and corrected by the Anthor'a Son, Dr. Henrjr Reece, M.B.C J), etc. 8ro. 12*. cloth. 

RICH.— THE ILLUSTRATED COMPANION TO THE LATIN 

DICTIONAHY AND ORBBK LEXICON: forminf aOlossarjof all the Words respecting 
Visible Objects connected with the Arts, Manufactnres, and BvcrT*da7 Life of the Ancients. 
With Repreaentationa of nearly Two Thonsand Objecta from tne Antique. Br Anthony 
Rioh, Jun. BJk., late of Cains CoUege, Cambridge. Post 8to. with abont 2,000 Woodcmta, 
31#.cUth. 8 . n ,w. , 

NARRATIVE OF AN OVERLAND JOURNEY IN SEARCH 

OF THR DISCOVERY SHIPS under Sir John Franklin, in the Years 1847, IMS, and 1849. 
By Sir John Richardson, M.D.,P.R.8., etc,, Inspector of Hospitals. Published by Autho- 
rity of the Admiralty. 2 vols. 8vo. with Maps and Plans. [In theprtu. 

RIDDLE.— A COPIOUS AND CRITICAL LATIN-ENGLISH 

LEXICON, founded, on the German-Latin Dictionaries of Dr. William Frennd. By the 
Rev. J. E. Riddle. M.A.. of St. Edmund HaU,Osford. Uniform with Yo^ge'f EnglUh- 
Greek Ltsieom, New Edition. Poat 4to. Ms. cloth. 

RIDDLE.— A COMPLETE LATIN-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH- 

LATIN DICTIONARY, for the use of Colleges and SehooU. By the Rev. J. R. Riddle, 
M. A., of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. New Edltlott, revised and cocxccted. 8vo. 81s. W. 
cloth. 

o • s^^^fj-fTHuExazMa-LuimrDionoirABT, 10«.6tf. 
iTwB LiAmr-Eirauni DnmoiiAJtr, Sis. 

RIDDLE.— A DIAMOND LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 

A Onide to the Meaning, Quality, and right Accentuation of Latin Claaaical Words. By 
the Rev. J . £. Riddle, M.A., of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. New Edition. Royal SSmo. 
4«. bound. 

RIVERS.— THE ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE: 

Containing umple Descriptions of all the fine leading varieties of Rosos, regularly classed In 
their respective Familiea; their History and Mode of Culture. By T. Rivera, Jun. Fourth 
Edition, eorrocted and improved. Foolscap 8vo. 6e. cloth. 

ROBINSON'S LEXICON TO THE GREEK TESTAMENT. 

A Greek and English Lexicon of the New Testament. By Edward Robinson , D.D. L.L.D. 
Professor of Biblical Literature in the Union Theological Seminary, New York i Author 
of *• Biblical Reacarcheb In Pideatlne," etc. New Bdiaon (1860), revised and in great 
part re-written { in One large Volume. Svo. ISs. cloth. 

ROGERS. — ESSAYS SELECTED FROM CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO TUB EDINBURGH REVIEW. By Heuy Rogm. 3 vols. 8to. 94s. cloth. 

RONALDS.— THE FLY-FISHER'S ENTOMOLOGY. 

Illustrated by coloured Representations of the Natural and Artificial Insect} and accompanied 
by a few Observations and Instructions relative to 'Front and Grayling Fishing. By Alfred 
Ronalds. Fourth Edition, corrected i with 90 Copperplates. Svo. 14s. cloth. 

ROVINGS IN THE PACIFIC, 

From 1887 to 1840 : with a GLANCE AT CALIFORNIA. By A Merchant long resident at 
TahltL With 4 lilustraUons printed in colours. 9 vols, poet Svo. 91s. doth. 
*• The ierlea •/ meif intetetting mdveuturet wkUk befel Mm In the course of hit reviiv>« 
mre mmrrated in 9lfrom$ omd mmfoH$ke4 Immgwrnget mud mre tvUlemtlg Mthlml imprettiome 
$et down while emperitmee mtu/retht mud while the muthT was far mrnm/p Item the eomvemtimn' 
mtttiee which pften demdeu mrifimml/memltlef, mmd eemettmim meii's thomghte . . . Evemte erowd 
$9 thleklp im theie vetemer, mnd thep mre mil to nnr, thmt it 1$ difUult t« decide which are the 
meet imterettiug . . . The volwmet mltegether mmp he detcrihed a$ Imll mfnemeltp mnd mmmee, 
menl, blended with muuh thmt t§ ««• mmdpmetimg ttrmnge." Express. 



SEAWARD— SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE OF 

HIS SHIPWKSCK. and cooMquent I>i«coTer7 of certain Islands in the Caribbean Sea: 
f extraordinary and highly intereatinf ETents in his Life, from 1733 



NEW VOSKS ^» NSW EDITiOKS 



ROWTON (F.)— THE DEBATER: 

B«iflg •Scfteaof Gwnplctc Debatw, OutUnM of Debates, and QseaHoas f ar Ditcaaalon. 
WWk Mnl« xefareBcea to the beat sonrees of information npasi each' particalaz tajic By 
-^ . . - ___ _ , — . ^ , . '-flBrtore. Fooiaciv Srojk. cladi. 



SCHLEIDEN— PRIN*CIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANY; 

or, Botany as an iDdaetive Science. Bv Dr. M. J. Schleiden, Extraordinary Professor of 

Botany la tha UnlvflMitr of Jena. Xranalated by Edvin Xanlunter* M.U., F.L.S., Lector^ 

- at Ac St. Geoqre** Scheot at lieiHcine» LoMira. Sra. vitih Ptafteawd Wao^evtn, 



SOOFFERN^THE MANUFACTURE OF SUGAR, 

in the Colonies and at Home, chemically considered. By John Scoffem, M.iB. Lead^ late 
Profesaorof Chemistry at the Aldersgate School of Medicine. 8ro. with Illustrations (one 



with a Detidl of many 
to 17^ as wcittcnin his 
post8vOt.21«.cU>tk. 



•imDiasy. JSiUtod Vl<^»J**ePiHtex. New Edltira. Smls. 



SEWELL.— AMY HERBERT. 



By a Lady. 
lqEe,Osfonl. 



Edited by the Rer. WUUam Sewell, B.D., Fellow and Tutor of Exeter Col- 
KewEAtlM. SMls.fttolfeoapSTO.Si.cUMtk. 



SEWELL.— THE EARL»S DAUGHTER. 

By the Author of **Amy Herbert," '*Gertnidek" ** Laaeton Panenage." *' Margaret Per- 
ciral," and "The Child's History of Rome.** Edited by the Rer. WHMaaa li6V«U»BJ2., 
Fellow and Tutor of Exrter Collegie, Oaford. i vote. iaap.1ln).1to. datk. 

SEWELL.— GERTRUDE, 

A Tale. By the Aatbor of *«Amy Ber^art.^ Edited b^tiie »sv. WUUam Sewdll, B.D., 
Fellow and Tutor of Exetei;C«ilege,OxJbrd. New Edition. 3«»is. feobcap »k>. 9s. cloth. 

SEWELL.— LANETON PARSONAGE: 

A Tale for Children, on the practical Use of a Portion of the Church Catechism. Br the 
author of •• Amy Uef^ert,** Kdited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D., F«tl9W aad Ttator of 
Exeter College, Oxfoid. Mew Edition. Sfols.ie^.STa.H|j.€lo«h. 



SEWELL — ^BtARGARET PERCTVAL. 

By tiie Author af •'Amy Herbert.*' EdiCedby the Rev. ' 

'^ ' ' Naw&tttioo. ^voU.ioftUGSLpara. 



BJ}., VtOnr aad Tutor 
' elath._ 

SHAKSPEARE, BY BOWDLER. 

THE FAMILY SttA&SPBARE, Ja-whiehnathiagis added to the Original Textj butthoM 
Words and Expresaioas are omlttad which caiiaot with propriety b« read aload. By T. 



Bowdler, Esq. F.B.&. Hew EditiOB. 8to. wHh 36 lUnstntioas after SsBlriie, etc., 2U. 
cloth { or, without lUnstrations, 8 toIs . 8vo. 4/. 14«. 6d. boards. 

SHARP'S BRITISH GAZETTEER. 

A KKW AND COMI>i£TB URITISIi GAaffiTTCBR, or TspogiafUeal Dictfemry of 
the United Kiugdam; «witaiaiaif a Deaetiptiaa of avary Place, smd tte ftfinelpaLO^ecta 
of note, founded upon the Ordnance Surveys, the best Local and other Authorities, and 
the most recent Official Documents connected with Populatioa, Constituenciea^ Corporate 
and Ecclesiastical AfEairs, Poor Laws, Education, Charluhle TtasU, RaUwara, Trade, etc. 
By 1. A. Shacy. J a T»ro vety Ivj^e F^hmeh 6m. aaifsrm wkk Johaatoa's ^«v 
tienerat G«aaM««r nf tht WtUU ' {/a 4ft« jvess. 

SHORT WHIST: 

Its Rise* Frog*eaa« and bawa ; with tltc reecntXMdaioas of t^ Clah«, and ObacsratioM to 
awkeasqr «a*a Whist Flayter. Conlnittlii««lao.theXMnMif Pteet* CaasiaouEoartc, Ccibbage, 

Baeh«aasmaB.ByM^iorA • • • • • »bwE«tiaa.TowUdL«ra -'""'^ -— -T!!-- 

Br Mrs. B • • • * • Foolsciv 8«a.Jl*. clotk,«lkcdSM. 



»Tfn$. 



PUBLI»HBD BT UKSSBL XOl^OMjkK JiH]> Go. 
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SmCLAm— THE BUSQiTESS OF UFE. 

By Catherine "Stnclfdr, author of **The Journey of Lffe,*' **7m 
AiicoiimliaiiiBenta." • * MoilecA Boeie^,** otc. iwoU. fcmjp. 8to. to*, eloth. 



»," "MoAttn 



SINCLAIR^^THE JOHROTT OF UFK, 

By Catherine Sinclair, aathor of *'The BatineH of Life/* •'Modem Society,** «* Jane 
Bourerie,* * etc . New Edition, corrected and enlarfed. Fcap . 8to . 6$. cloth. 

SIR ROGER 0E COVERLET, 

From Tk€ SfMtmktr, With Kaioa mmMUmiIw*!— « >f W. BHuy ^WSli t aaA Tuolre fine 
Wood Eo^avinrs by John Thitmpaon from Designs by Frederleli Tayler. Crown 8to. 15a. 
board! i or 27«. ooand in morocco by Hayday. 



THE SKETCHES; 

ThreeTalea. By the Anthort of •« Amy Herbert,** •The King*! 
•tone.'* New Edition. Fcap. 8ro. with Six Piatea, 8* . cloth. 



MeeseBirert,** and** Uawlc- 



SMEE.— ELEMENTS OF EDCCTRO-METALLTJRGfY. 



By Alfred Smee, F.R.S., Snrgeon to the Bank of 1__ 

rected, and conaiderably csluqred } with Jltectnttyf «• mid ii 
1D«.M. cloth. 

THE WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. . 

Comprising the Author's Miseellancoas Writiofs, and Contribatioos to the Bdinbvrgh 
Review. New Edition, complete in One Tolnme; with Portrait by B. U. Kddis, engrared 
In Liine by W.Greatbaeh, and View of Cemba Horey Reckory, Somerset. Bqnaw arwwnSra. 
Sis. cloth ; 30s. calf ectra, 1^ Bayday.— Or in 3 rola. 8to. wHh Portrait, 3fi«. cloth. 

SMITH— ELEMENTARY SKETCHES OF MORAL PHILO- 

80PHY, 4elk«red at tlie Roml Zafltitiition in th« Y««n 1884, 180ft, and 1801. By the late 
Rot. tjydney Smith, Ji.A. With an Introductory letter t» Mrs. Sydacy iimUh» ^ «be late 
LwdJeArcy. Beeend Edition, fire. Us. cloth. 

SMITH.-«SERMONS PREACHED AT ST. PAULAS CATHE- 

PRAL, the Foundling HospHal, and seyeml Churclkefl In Itfudon; together with others 
addressed to • Coontry Cungrcgidton. By the tote Ear. Sydney tunAth, Canon Resi. 
tfBstiary of St. £anl*s CathcdnL Sro. 12s. cloth. 

SMITH.— THE VOYAGE AND SHIPWRECK OF ST. PAUL: 

with Bissertations on the Sources of the Writings of St. Lolce, and the SlUps and Navigation 
of the Aniients. Br James Smith, Esq. of Jordattfaill, P.R.S.etc. 8to. with illostratlTe 
Views, Charts, and Woodcuts, 14s. cloth. 

SMITH.— THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHERUBIM: 

Being an Inquiry, Critical, Exegctical, and Practical* into the SymbaUral Character and 
Design of the Cbernhle Flgnre of Boly Seriptnre. llif Caorge Kaith, WJiJBk,* Meaner of 
the Boyai Asiatic Society of Croat Briiaia awl Irelaad.'af tb««oraLBodcty ol Uteaatnre, 
afthfiIrish.ArekMi8gi^Socieiy,etc. Post SwuSi. doth. 

SMITH.— SACRED ANNALS: 

»'lltetory aadRellh;ie«ttf 'MM*lad,ft0mth««icMl«i«f ithelBiKid 
K deduced from the Wtitiagt of Moees and other laspfarad Authors, 
■d conftrmed b* the aaeleat Records, Traditions, and My<fhnlfl«y of 
Br«eevfe Soath, F.S.A. etc. Crown 8ro. Mi. cloth. 



Or, I 

to the Death of Isaac k i 



coirfottsly Bh 
cheHeatVn 



SMITH.— THE HEBREW PEOPLE; 

Or, the History and Religion of the Israelites, from the Origin of the Nation to the Time 
of C hrist : deduced from the Writings of SWms ned other Inepind Vidtsea t and ilkiatratcd 



hy copiona Refosences ta the AndantRacMrds, TcMUtiaos, and 
World. By George Snrfth,F«A.S.,.«to. FMndiV tlw^eoiMid 
Crown 8to. In Two PMt«»lSa . clelk. 



JiytlMkgT of the Bnithen 
Votaune of SaoMdJLim^h. 



28 NEW W0BK8 AND NEW EDITIONS 



SMITH.— THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT BRITAIN HISTORI- 
CALLY CONSIDERED i Or, • SaeeiBct Accrant of tke Mvcnl Rellrioai Syttems wbieh 
ksT« obtained in tkU laUnd from the Ewrliest Times to tiie Nornnn Conqaest: loclodinff 
nn Inrcetlfntlon into tiM Barlj Progress of Error in tlic Clirlstlao Cliurch, the Introduction 
of the Gomel Into Britidn, nnd the State of Rellclon in Enflaod till Popery had gmiaed 
theAicendiuicy. ByGcorKO Smith, F.AJB. New Edition. 8T0.7«.M-cloth. 

SMITH.— PERILOUS TIMES: 

Or, the Agtcsfionf of Anti-Christian Error on ScftotnralChrlstlanltrt considered In refer- 
ence to the Daoffers and Duties of Protestante. Bf George Smith, r.A.S. Member of the 
Rojal Asiatic Society, and of the Royal SoetotyofLltcratnre. FoolacopSrow Cf.doth. 



SNOW.— VOYAGE OF THE PRINCE ALBERT IN SEARCH 

OF SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. A NarraUTc of Every-day Ufe In the Arctic Seas. By W. 
Parker Snow . With a Chart« and 4 Iliostratlons printed in colovrs. Post Sro. 12«. duth. 



THE LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE ROBERT 

SOOTHRY. Edited by his Son, the Rev. Charles Cnthbert Sonthey. M.A. Vicar of Ardleigk. 

With nnmerons Portraits i and Six Landscape Illastrations from Derigns by W. Westall, 

A.R Jl . 6 Tols. post 8to. 68t. cloth. 

>•• Each of the Six Vols, may be had separately, price 10*. 6d. 
* A mtk wAieA, roM f« lAb mgt o/ Utermrf pitntjff witt !•« 
rplf imtere$timg tktirmettr •/ it$ fnttuttt wketktr me A«o« f _ 
f orir U reiattkt mmd wkm* <««er«osf tk»uglUM «r« fold o^en fo m, or to the ooriom importmm t 



•*A work wAieA, eoen f« this mgt of Utermrp mlentp, mUl long $tmm4 mnriomtted for the 
teter of it$ eomteutt t whether me hmoe regmrd to the man who$e hit' 

--., .. , inmerwtoiithoughtMmreloidofento u$t or to the vtnriom importmr' 

tmtJeetM upon whUh kU empmeiotu mfad mm$ eouetantljf emereUed.** John Bali. 



SOUTHEyS COMMON-PLACE BOOK.— FOURTH SERIES. 

Founm mndjmat Sxbi 

Ideas, and 

English L 

Befrieltai 

with Fragmenu of Joomals ; Misrellaneoas Anecdotes and Gleanings ; Extracts. Facts, and 

Opinions, relating to Political and Social Society ; TexU for Sermons ; Texts for Enforce* 

ment ; and LHInroy. Forming a single Volwne complete in itself. Edited by Mr. 

Sonthey's Son-in-Law, the Rer. J. W. Warter, B.D. Square crown 8to. Sis. cloth. 

SOUTHErS COMMON-PLACE BOOK.— THIRD SERIES. 

Bring ANALYTICAL READINGS; and comprising Analytical Readings, with Illns- 
tratlons and coploas Extracu, of Works in Eoglish Civil History i English Ecclesiastical 
History I Anglo-Irish History, French Uteratnre; French History ; Miscelianeoas Foreign 
CItII Hi storyf General Ecclesiastical History; Historical Memoirs ; Ecclesiastical Biography, 
Miscellaneous Biography ; Correspondence ; Voyages and Trareis ; Topography t Natural 
History) Divinity | Literary History; Miscellaneous Literature; and Miscellanies. Forming 
a single Volume complete In Itself. Edited by Mr. Sonthey's Son-in-Law, the Rer. J. 
W. Warter, B J>. Square ctown Sro. Sis. cloth. 

SOUTHEYS COMMON-PLACE BOOK.— SECOND SERIES. 

Comprising, SPECIAL COLLECTlONS-^s. Beclesiafttleals. or Notes and Extracts on 
Theological Subjects f with CollecUons concerning Cromwell's Age) ; Spanish and Portu- 
gnese Literature ) Middle Ages, etc. ; Notes for the History or the Religious Orders ; 
Orientalia, or Kastem and Mahommedan Collections; American Tribes: Incidental and 
Miscellaneous Illustrations ; Physlca, or Remarkable Facts In Natural Hlstoiy ; and Curious 
Faeu, quite Mlacellaneons. Edited by Mr. Sontkey's Son-inLaw, tke Rer. J. W. 
Warter^B.D. Forming a single Volume complete In Itself. Square crown Sro.lSf. cloth. 

SOUTHETS COMMON-PLACE BOOK.— FIRST SERIES. 

Comprising CHOICE PASSAGES, Moral, Religious, PoUUcal, PhlkMophleal, HIstoricil, 
Poetical, and Miscellaneous t and COLLECTIONS for the HUtory of Manners and UUratnr* 
in England. Forming a single Volume complete In Itsdf. Edited by Mr. Southey's Son-ln- 
Law, the Rer. J. W. Warter, B J>. New Edition i with medaUWn Portrait of Boathey. 
Square crown 8ro. 18t. doth. 

SOUTHEY.— THE DOCTOR ETC. 

By the late Robert Southey. Complete In One Volume. Edited by the Author's Soa-In- 
Law, the Rer. John Wood Warter. With Portrait, Vignette Title-page, Bust of the Author, 
and Coloured Plate. New Edition. Square crown Sro. Sis. doth. 



PUBLISHED BT MbSSBS. LONGMAN AND CO. 



29 



SOUTHEY.—THE LIFE OF WESLEY, 

And Rise and Promu of Methodiam. Bj Robert Southej, Biq. LL.D. New Edition, with 
Notes br the Ute Snmnel Tiijlor Coleridce, Big., and Remarlif on the Life and Character 
of John Wealejfbj the late Alexander Knox, Bsq. Edited br the Ber. Charlei Cnthbert 
Sonthej, M.A. 3 toIi.Sto. with two Portraits, ll.Sf . cloth. 

ROBERT SOUTHETS COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS: 

Containing all the Anthor'a last Introdvctions and Notes. Complete in One Volume, with 
Portrait and View of the Poet's Residence at Keswick ; uniform with Lord Bjron's and 
Moore's Poetical Works. Medinm 8to.31«. clothi 42«. bound in morocco, by Uajdar.— Or 
In 10 vols. foolscap 8to. with Portrait and U Plates, 2/. 10«.| morocco, 4/. 1U«. 

SOUTHEY— SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS, 

From Chancer to Lorelace inclnsire. IK^th Biographical Sketches br the late Robert 
Southej. JledinmSTO. 80s. cloth. 

STEEL'S SHIPMASTER'S ASSISTANT. 

Compiled for the use of MerchanU, Owners and Masters of Ships, Officers of Customs, and 
all Persons connected irith Shipping or Commerce ; containing the Law and Local Regula* 
tions affecting the Ownership, Cfharge, and Maniqf^ement of Ships and their Cargoes ( 
together with Notices of other Matters, and all necessary Information for Mariners. New 
Edition, rewritten throughout. Edited by Graham Wilimore, Esq . M. A. Barriater-at-Law ; 
George Clements, of the Customs, London { and William Tkte, author of **The Modern 
Cambist." 8to. 38s. cloth; or 29s. bound. 

STEPHEN-ESSAYS IN ECCLESLA.STICAL BIOGRAPHY. 

From The Edinburgh Reriew. By the} Right Hon. Sir James Stephen, K.B. Professor of 
Modern History in the University of Cambridge . Second Edition. 2 vols. 8to. 24i. cloth. 

STOW.— THE TRAINING SYSTEM, THE MORAL TRAINING 

SCHOOL, AND THE NORMAL SEMINARY. By David Stow, Esq., Honorary Secretary 
to the Glaagow Normal Free Seminary ; author of " Moral Training,'' etc . Eighth Edition, 
enlarged ; with Plates and Wuodcuta. Post 8to. 6«. cloth. 



SWAIN.-ENGLISH MELODIES. 

By Charles Swain, author of **The Mind, and other Poems.' 
in morocco, 12s. 



Fcap . 8to . 6s. cloth ; or bound 



THE LAW RELATING TO MERCHANT SEAMEN. 

Arranged chiefly for the use of Masters and Officers in the British Merchant Service. 
With an Appendix, containing the Navigation Act ; the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850; the 
general Merchant Seamen's Act: the Seamen's Protection Act; the Notice of Examinations 
of Masters and Mates; and the Scale of Medicines (l>«c. 19, 1850), and Medical Stores 
{Dee. 20, 1860) issued by the Board of Trade By Edward William Symons, Chief Clerk to 
the Thames Police Court. 4th Edition. 12mo. 5«. cloth. 

TATE.—ON THE STRENGTH OF MATERL/ILS: 

Containing various oriiiinal and useful Formulas, specially applied to Tubular Bridges, 
... .. . « ... «_,i™u ™,„ DfKr -"'"'• " •■ 



Wrought Iron and Cast Iron Beams, etc. 

Twickenham; late Matl ' ' ~— '- 

Society'a Tr^ning Collei 



By Thomas Tate, of Kneller Training College, 

_ , r and Lecturer on Chemistry in the National 

Battersea ; author of *' Exercises on Mechanics and Natural 



Twicklinbam ; late Mathematical Professor and Letaurer 
--,- - „ ollege, r 

Philosophy." Svo. 5s. M. cloth. 



TAYLER (REV. CHARLES B.)— MARGARET; 

jTler, M.A., author of ** I 



Or, the Pearl. By the Rev. Charles B. Tayle 

the World;" etc. New Edition. FoolscapSvo. Gs.cloth. 



Lady' Mary } or. Not of 



TAYLER (REV. CHARLES B.)— LADY MARY; OR, NOT OF 

THE WORLD. By the Rev. Charles B. Tayier, author of *' Margaret, or the Pearl," etc. 
-- • " — - " — ""-pis'- "- '^ ' "^ 



New Edition. Foolscap Svo. with Frontispieie, 6«. 6rf. cloth. 
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TAYLOR.— THE VIRGIN WIDOW: 

Ue rals»" CIO. lWlwifaMk««.eloih. 

TAYLOR— LOYOLA: AND JESUITISM 

In Us RadiraenU. Bt Imuc Tvrlor, aathor of *'Natarai Hlitory of 
aMdalUn Pwtnlt. PonJBro, Mi^ M. ^ -^ 



THIKLWALL.— THE HISTORY OF GREECE. 

By the Right R«t., tb« Lord Bbhop «£ Bt. Dsrid'i. A aeir Bditiatt,.Be»iBed ; iiMkNotes. 
Vols. I. to V. Svo.irith Maps, 12i. each cloth. To be completed in 8 rolomeB. 

•m*AUo, anEdMtn inSwoh./eap. a»0.withris^9tt«TitUt,il.S$. elotk. 

A HISTORY OF GREECE, 

From the Earliest Time to the Taking of Corinth by the Romans, B.C. 146, mainly based 
upon Bishop Thirlwall's Histoir of Greece. By Dr. Leonhard Schmitx, FJI.S.E., Rector 
of the High School of Kdinburglu Second Bdition. 12mo. 7<> 6<f . doth.. 



THOMAS'S INTEREST TABLES; 

A New 9t!t of Interest Thblea, firam One to Tkree s«r'C«at; per J 
Kighths per Cent. By William Thomas, 4to. 



imna_ cucnwsea a 
CJfteWi' resHfjr. 



THOMSON'S SEASONS. 

Edited by Bolton Comey, Esq. Illustrated with Seventy'Seven Designs drawn on Wood by 
the Members of the Etching Club. Sn«nTed by Thosapioa and other eminent Bngmvera. 
Sqmre crown 8vo. nnifmrm with Gota$mtth'a P^enu iUu$trate4 iy tk* SttUng Clmk, 
21s. cloth; bonad in morocco, brli^day.,36s. 

THOMSON'S SEASONS. 

Edited, with Notes, Philosophical^ Claaalcal, Histcrlcai,and B&gra»hleaM>r AathosyTodd 
Thomson, M.D.;^.L.S., etc. FeB]u4To,74.6d.cloth. 

THOMSON.— THE DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT OF THE SICK 

ROOM, necessaryfln Aid of Medical Treatment, for the Cure of Diseases. By Anthony 
Todd Thorn son. M.D.F.L.S., late Professor of Materia llMiicaaadThenipMiticB,and of Fo* 
rensic Medidae, in Unirersity CoUege, London, etc. New Edition. PostSro. lOt. 6d. 
cloth. 

THOMSON (JOHN).— TABLES OF INTEREST, 

At Three, Four, Four-and-a-half, and Fire per Cent., from Che Pound'to Ten Theasnnd, 
and from One to Three Hundred and Sixty>fiTe Days, in a regolarprogreSMlon of Single 
Days ; with Interest at all the abore Rates, from Ow to Twelve Months, and from One to 
Ten Tears. Also, Tablesshewtng the Exchange on Bills, etc.etc.ete. By JohnThomson, 
Accountant. New Edition. I2mo. 8«. bound. 

THOMSON— SCHOOL CHEMISTRY; 

Or Practical Rudiments of the Science. By Robert Dundas Thomson, M.D. Master in 
Surgery in the Univerrity of Glaagow ; Lecturer on Chemistry in tlve same Uniresaity i and 
formerly in the Mtedical Service of die Hbnourable Bast India Conq^aay. Foolscap 8to. 
with Woodcuts, 7tk clbth. 

THE THUMB BIBLE; 

Or, Verbum Sempiternum. By J. Taylor. Being an F.pitome of the Old and New TesU> 
menta in English Verse. New Edition (1850), printed from the Edition of 1693, by C. 
Whittingham, Chiawick. 64mo. U. 6d. bound and clasped. 

TOMLINE (BISHOP).— AN INTRODtJCTION TO THE STUDY 

OF THE BIBLE; Being the First Volume of the Elements of Christian Theology ; con> 
tRiniog Proofs of the Authenticity and Inspiration of the Holy Seripturea; a Summary of the 
History of the Jews; an Account of the Jewish Sects ; and a brhef 'Statement of the Contems 
of the sereral Books of the Old Teirtament. Bythelate George Tomiin«,D;D.F.R.S. New 
Edition. Foolscap 8to.6«. 6if. cloth. 
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TOOEBT.— THE HISTORY OP PRICES; 

WlthMfBTcare to tba CkoMsoltlielr principal Variatlonf, from tlujmr 1792. to tk« Tear I 
I8S8, incluaiTB. Prteatfed hj « Sketch of the HUtory of the Corn Trade ia the last Two 
Centaziof. BjrThomaf Tooke, Biq. F.R.8. 8 ToU. 8to. il. St. cloth. 

TOOKE.— THE HTSTGRY OF PRFCES, 

And of the State of the Circulation, from 1889 to 1847. inclulres with a General Reriew 
of the Correncf Question, and Remarks on the Operation of the Act 7 and 8 Vict. c. 82 { 
bcinff A continuatioa of The Hhiary of Pticn from 1783 (• 1838. Bj Thomaa Toake, Bso. 
FJUa, 8TO.l8t.etotb. 

TOWNSEND.— MODERN STATE TRIALS. 

Reriaed and fUusCrated wit)» T^wmj* and Notes. Br WQIitan Charia Townsend, Esq. 
M.A. Q.C., hite Recorder of Maedesfleld ; 3 roll. 8vo. 88r. dotlr. 



*' Mr. Towntend hag done an aeeeptuhle $erviee both to the lefal prt/enion and the pmHie 
infermimg thig eoUeetion e/ume ojtthe moMt important and interettinf jndieial proeeeding$ 
wMth home ever keen wUiineed in Emglieh eomrtt ofjneti^e. . , . WvneeAgap wo mot* to 
rffCOMtMen^f the voktmee of 3lr. Tomnsend. wMe&, whether na a record of preeedente or a 
repertory of tome of the mosi remarkable tpeeimmu of forenUa eloqueneot are equally 



forming thia eoUeetion ofeeme 

\ek home ever been ndtmr u e d in _ ^ ._ ^ , .., ._ 

rffCOMtMen^f the mo k emee of 3lr. Tomn*end, which, whether aa a record of preeedente or a 
repertory of tome of the mott remarkable apeeimeua of forenUa eloqueneot are emally 
utefttl.** Mocaing Chraaicle. 

TOWNSEND (CHARLES).--THE LIVES OF TWELVE 

EMINENT JUDGES OF THE LAST AND GCP THE PRKSBNT CXNTURT. Br 
W.CharleiTo«naend,Esqvll.A.QX:.,UteRccordecofMwsolesfteld. 3 sola. Svo .28*. cloth. 

TURNER.— THE SACRED HISTORY OF THE WORLD, 

Attempted to be Philosophically consUUred, In a Series of Letters to a Sen. Bv Sharon 
... .„ . .... ^iJiiikKdltiim, edited bTtheReT.SydaefTbnier. 8 Tola. 



VF.».A. and R.A.S.L. 
poatSTO. Slj; (W. cloth. 

TURTON'S (DR.) MANUAL OF THE LAND AND FRESH- 

WATER SHELLS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS. A new Edition, thoroughly revised, 
irith Additions . By John Edward Gray. Post Sro. with Woodout«« and 12 aolonred Plateij 
Us. cloth. 

TWELVE YEARS AGO: 

A Tnle. By the Aathor of *' Letters to My Unknown Friends." " Lettcn on Happiness," 
*' Discipline," and ** Some Passages from Modem History." Foolscap 8to. 6a,td. doth. 

TWINING.— ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF PAINTING: 

A Theoretical and Practical Treatise ; comprising jBstheties in reference to Art— the Appli- 
cation of Rules to Painting— and General Observations on Perspective. By H. Twining, Esq. 
Imperial 8vo. with nnawmu Plaftasaad Wood EagMMrlagBtSlM^doth. 



TWISS.— THE LETTERS APOSTOLIC OF POPE PIUS IX. 

Considered, with reference to the_Law of Eneland and the Lawof Europe. With an Appen« 
'~>.C.L. of Doctors' Commons ; Fellow of University 
,x. ,« ..__ 8vo.»*.doth. 



By Tf avers tViss, D.C 
College, Oxford; and Commissary-General of the Diocese of Canterbmry. 
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URK — DICTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND 

MINES : Containing a dear Eapositioa of their ftinddea aod Practice. Bar Aadncw Ure, 
H.O.F.R.S. M.6.».M.A.S.Lond., M. Acad. N.8.Ph}la«.s S.Ph.Soc.N. Genn.IianoT>.; 
Maim. etc. «tc. 3dSditioa,corree«ed. 8To.wUh 1,341 Waodeati.. Ms. oloth. 

By the same Author, 
SUPPLEMENT OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. SdSdlUoa. Sro.Us.cloth, 

WATERTON.-^SSAYS ON NATURAL. HISTORY, 

Chiedy Ornithology. By Cliarles Waterton, Esq., aathor of <* Wanderian in South 
America.^ With an Autobiography of the Author, and Views of Walton Hall. New Edktous. 
3 vols, foolscap 8vo . 14«. 6d. cloth . 

»» • Separatetp-Yol. I . (First Series), St. } Vol. II. (Second Series) , 6$. M. 
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ALARIC WATTS'S POETRY AND PAINTING.— LYRICS OF 

THE HBASTi with otker Pmbi. Bj Alaric A. Watti. With Tnttfont Uffhlyfinifthed 
Llno-Enfraviaya, uecntad ezprcfilj for thUwork bjrthe most eminent Painttn and 
Kngraren. 

Impresslona^Ot. ttomrds.— Plaln'ProoCB 4i, nates/demj ikorionljTibO copiai printed) 

3/. it. in MctfoUo { India Proofs beforo ietten, colomMor 4to. (only 60 copies printed}, 6/. £s. 



In one Voinsss, sqnsre crown 8vo. price Sis. M. bourds, or 45s. bonnd In moroccobjHsjdaj 
' Impressions, Os. boards.— Plain Proofs 4i, Plates, demj 4ko. (only 100 co^iss printed^ 

inMctfoUo 

in portfolio. 



WEBSTER^AN ENCYCLOP^DU OF DOMESTIC ECONOMY: 

Comprising snch subjects as are most immediatelr connected iritb Hooselieeping i as* 
The Constrnction of Domestic Kdiiees, with the Modes of Warming, Ventilating, and 
Ughtiagthem— A Description of the various Articles of Furniture, with the Nature of their 
Materials Duties of Serranto, etc. etc. By Thomas Webster, P.O.S., etc. etc.} assisted 
by the lata Mrs. Parkci. New Bdition. 8vo. with nearly 1,000 Woodcuts, 60m. cloth. 



WESTWOOD (J.O.)— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MODERN 

CLAS8IFIC.\T10N OP IN 
Orgsoisatlon of the diflfercnt 
witn numerous IUustntions,2f. 7<. cloth, 



CLAS8IFIC.\T10N OF IN8RCT8; founded on the Natural Habiu and comparattre 
~ uisatlon of the diflfercnt Fudlies. By J. O.Westwood, F.L.S. etc. 2 vols. 8to. 



WHEATLEY.— THE ROD AND LINE; 

Or, Practical Hints and IMnty Devices for the sure taking of Trout, Grayling, etc. By 
Hewtttt Wheatley, Xs^., Senior Angler. Foolscap 8vo. with Nine coloured Plates, 10*. M. 
cloth. . 

WILBERFORCE (W.)— A PRACTICAL VIEW OF THE Pre- 
vailing RELIGIOUS SYSTBMS OF PROFESSED CHRISTIANS, in the Higher and 
Middle Classes in thte Country, contrasted with Real Christianity, hw WiUiam WUbcrforce, 
Esq. UteM.P. for the County of York. New Editions. 8to. 8s. boards. I2mo. 4s. 6d. doth. 

LADY WILLOUGHBYS DIARY. 

So much of the Diary of Lady Willonghbr as relates to her Domestic History, and to the 
Eventful Reign of King Charles the First, the Protectorate, and the Restoration (1635 to 
166S) . Printed , ornamented, and bound in the style of the period to which The Diarp refers. 
New Kditioa ; in Two Parts. Square foolscap 8to. 8s. each, boards ; or 18s. each, bound 
in morocco *jr Uspdmg. 

YOUATT.— THE HORSE. 

By William Yonatt. With a Treatise of Draught. A New Edition; with numerous Wood 
Eograrings from Designs by William Harrey. Sro. 10«. cloth. 

*«* M«$tn. Longman and Co.U Edition tkould ho ordered. 

YOUATT.— THE DOG. 

Br William Yooatt. A New Edition ; with numerous Wood Engrarings from Designs by 
WiUiam Harrey. Sro. 6s. cloth. 

•,• Tke above worAs, wWc* w*r* preporod tinder tke iuperintendenee of the Soeietp/or the 
Difution of Utefut Knovledge^ are now pubiitked hp Ueurt. Longman and Co., bw attign- 
ment/rom Mr. CharU$ Knight. It it to be obteroed^ that the edition of Mr. Youatt't book on 
the Hone lohieh Mettrt. Longman and Co. have purehaeed from Mr. Knight^ i$ that mhieh w«s 
thoroughly revised bf the authoTt and thereby rendered in many retpectt a new uork. The 
engravingt aho were greatly improved. Both uorkt are the mott complete treatitei in the 
language on the Hi$tory, Strueture,'Ditea»ea, and Management of tke Animal* o/wkiek tkey 



ZUMPT.— A GRAMMAR OF THE LATIN LANGUAGE. 

By C. G. Zumpt, Ph. D. Professor in the University, and Member of the Royal Academv of 
Berlin. Translated from the 9th Edition of the original, and adapted to the use of English 
Students, by Leonhard Schmitz, Ph. D., Rector of the Hiirh School of Edinburgh { with 
nomerotts Additions and Corrections by the Author. New Edition. 8vo. 14s. cloth. 

[Marek 31, 1851. 



i 



London t Printed by M. Mason, Ivy lAoe, Fftternoiter Bow. 



4iiH *S6 1955 



